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2014 has been a very busy year for the Department: it 
has been a year full of wonderful achievements as well 
as some significant changes.  This Newsletter highlights 
some of those achievements, including the funding suc-
cess of Professor Judy Bennett, the outstanding work of 
one of our postgraduates, Dr Jane McCabe, and a whole 
host of publications, lectures, conference presentations, 
and other professional activities undertaken by members 
of the Department.

One very important feature that a lot of work in the Depart-
ment shares is a deep-commitment to the ways in which 
research illuminates and fortifies communities.  Good ex-
amples of this are not only Jane’s work, but also Dr Mike 
Stevens’s project on Bluff (profiled later in this newslet-
ter), the research of Judy Bennett and Angela Wanhalla on 
inter-racial intermarriage and children born in wartime, 
and the Department’s long tradition of scholarship on New 
Zealand social history. This kind of community-engage-
ment not only ensures that our research is relevant to the 
people that we connect with, but that it also helps the pub-

lic understand a whole range of important political ques-
tions and social dynamics. This kind of work is a top-pri-
ority for the Department as we move forward and one new 
initiative that will extend our outreach, ‘Global Dunedin’, 
is also profiled in this newsletter.

Of course, our undergraduate and postgraduate students 
are key communities for our Department and, as ever, 
our staff take great delight in working with the great stu-
dents we attract to Otago.  It is fantastic to watch students 
progress through their degrees, accumulating knowledge, 
mastering skills, and growing in their ability to understand, 
analyse and argue. By the time our students are undertak-
ing postgraduate studies they are producing important re-
search themselves and they often teach their supervisors 
new things, which is fantastic!

The Department itself has undergone some significant 
changes this year.  We lost an excellent administrator in 
Gwen Slote, but we have been delighted with Katherine 
Caderas who has joined the admin team. Accompanying 
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these changes was a wider reorganisation of the Depart-
ment’s administration.  These kind of changes are often 
unsettling, but I would like to acknowledge the stellar 
work undertaken by Sue Lang, the Department Adminis-
trator, in overseeing these transitions and the great work of 
Katherine and Pete Cadogan in swiftly adjusting to a new 
set up.

The Department is also sad to be saying goodbye to our 
long-standing colleague, Dr Peter Leech. Peter is retiring 
from Otago, but has a very busy schedule of activity lined 
up, so he isn’t really retiring at all. Throughout the year, 
the remaining staff in Art History and Visual Culture have 
been working hard on developing a new and integrated 
programme which will be fully implemented in 2017. That 

is an exciting development, one which will build on the 
great work of Peter and his colleagues who originally cre-
ated the Art History and Theory programme. 

The Department wishes all of its current students, alumni, 
and friends all the best for the holiday season! We are very 
much looking forward to our students returning in 2015, 
first of all for Summer School and then for Semester One 
in late February. In the meantime, have a safe, fun and cul-
turally-rich summer!

With seasons greetings,
Professor Tony Ballantyne
Head of Department

December 2014 marked the end of an era in the Art Histo-
ry programme as the final foundation member of the pro-
gramme, Dr Peter Leech, retired from the University.

Peter came to Otago in 1978 to teach in the interdisci-
plinary Otago Diploma in the Humanities. He quickly 
established a reputation as an excellent teacher and was 
also well known as an art critic of national importance. 
In light of his expertise, he played a key role in the estab-
lishment of the Department of Art History and Theory, 
becoming that Department’s first full-time appointment 
in 1991. He was central in shaping the Department and 
its rapid growth, which saw postgraduate programmes 
(BA Hons, MA, and PhD) created in the the mid-1990s. 
Peter has always been well-known on campus and is re-
nowned as a story-teller, a skilled debater, a formidable 
snooker player and a great expert on cycling. 

Peter has always taken his teaching and supervision very 
seriously. He has been very popular with students who 
have enjoyed Peter’s philosophical inclinations, his atten-
tion to detail, and his distinctive style and wit.  Art History 
graduates who have worked closely with Peter have gone 
onto a range of stellar careers, particularly as lecturers, 
curators, and art-writers and Peter has always been both 
supportive and proud of their achievements. 

While retired from the University, Peter has not retired 
from the world of scholarship. In the middle of 2015 he 
will return to Mexico City as Profesor Invitado at the Uni-
versidad Iberoamericana with an attachment to the Insti-
tuto de Investigaciones Estéticas, Universidad Nacional 
Autonóma de México. He plans to spend several months a 
year in Mexico in the future, but he will keep his house in 

Peter Leech retires

Dunedin and we hope to see him regularly.

The Department has appreciated Peter’s vision, his com-
mitment to the importance of teaching and supervision, 
and his understanding of how the University works.  We 
will miss him, but wish him all the best for the exciting 
future that he has fashioned!
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Global Dunedin
In March next year a new project entitled ‘Global Dunedin’ 
will be launched.  Run by Professor Ballantyne, Professor 
Angela Mcacrthy and Dr Angela Wanhalla, it is envis-
aged as an effective means of strengthening ties between 
the Department and the broader Dunedin community by 
demonstrating the ways in which our research illuminates 
Dunedin’s historical 
development.  At the 
heart of the project 
is a commitment to 
explore the expan-
sive connections - to 
Polynesia, across the 
Tasman to Australia, 
to the United King-
dom and Ireland, to 
continental Europe, 
to Asia and beyond - 
that have shaped and 
reshaped our city, its 
population, and so-
cial life. 

Such global linkages have taken many different forms and 
have changed over time: this project is designed to explore 
the shifting patterns of such relationships and their mean-
ings. It will also illuminate Dunedin’s place in the world, 
assessing the ways in which major global events have res-

onated here and how things, practices and ideas from here 
- from gold, to the products of our factories, to the ‘Dune-
din Sound’ - have circulated globally.

‘Global Dunedin’ will be built around a very strong dig-
ital platform - with a regularly updated blog that will be 

supported by a 
Facebook page 
and a Twitter ac-
count.  These will 
‘go live’ in late 
March next year. 
We will also run 
a series of month-
ly public lectures 
at Toitū Otago 
Settlers Museum 
that will explore 
particular aspects 
of these connec-
tions and global 
stories. These 

will be held on the second Sunday afternoon of each 
month and a full programme of lectures will be adver-
tised in February next year.  

We hope you can follow us and join in the conversations, 
either in person or virtually. 

Centre for Research on Colonial Culture (CROCC)
 
CROCC is strongly supported by our Department and eight staff are currently members.  As one of the University’s 
premier Research Centres, CROCC has rapidly taken a highly visible role in New Zealand humanities scholarship and 
has also built an international profile.  During 2014, the Centre ran a sequence of very successful events and built upon 
the Centre’s excellent record of collaboration. These included: 

• Cultural Go-Between, Colonial Man: New Perspectives on James Cowan (held at the National Library of New Zea-
land in Wellington, in conjunction with the Alexander Turnbull Library)

• Pacific Futures: Past and Present (in conjunction with the University of Sydney’s Race and Ethnicity in the Global 
South research network)

• Indigenous Textual Cultures (an international symposium sponsored solely by CROCC, held at Hocken Collections)
• Colonial Worlds, Elemental Histories (an international symposium sponsored solely by CROCC, held at Hocken 

Collections)
• Dialogues: Exploring the Drama of Early Missionary Encounters (held in conjunction with the Whaka-

pono: Faith and Foundations exhibition at Hocken Collections)
• Rethinking Native Spaces: Indigenous Mobilities Across and Beyond the Antipodes (held at Ōtākou marae and co-or-

ganized with the Monash Indigenous Centre)
• Migrant Cross-Cultural Encounters (co-convened with Otago’s Centre for Irish and Scottish Studies, the Asian Mi-

grations research theme, and the Cross-Cultural Comparative Studies research theme)
• Placing the Personal (held at Massey University’s Wellington campus, in conjunction with the W.H. Oliver Human-

ities Research Academy of Massey University and the Stout Research Centre of Victoria University of Wellington)

CROCC has a busy schedule in place for next year. Please keep an eye on its blog: https://blogs.otago.ac.nz/crocc/

https://blogs.otago.ac.nz/crocc/
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Judy Bennett has been awarded another Marsden grant. 
She thinks it is luck but it may have a lot to do with achiev-
ing the goals set out in the first Marsden she led, ‘Mothers’ 
Darlings of World War Two: Children of US Servicemen 
and Indigenous Women of the South Pacific’, with a great 
a team that included Angela Wanhalla, Jacqui Leckie, Alu-
mita Durutalo, Louise Mataia-Milo, Marsa Dodson, Kate 
Stevens, and Rosemary Anderson. This book is now in 
press at the University of Hawai`i Press. In addition, a film 
was produced by Steve Talley, Peggy Holter, and Judy that 
has been seen in many places and is on line on YouTube as 
“Born of Conflict”. Judy thinks the film was particularly 
valuable. On 10 December just before this Newsletter was 
finished this came in on Facebook from Dinah Sanchez, 
one of the participants whose father was a US serviceman 
who came back to Samoa to find his family and look after 
them.

Hi, Judy! Thanks to your video of my family, 
my brothers and I have connected with an un-
cle (mom’s brother) whom we had never met 
and many cousins. He was looking for us since 
viewing the video on TV in Samoa. One of his 
daughters, my cousin, and I connected on FB. 
We all had a wonderful visit in Utah last week 
and plan to meet again with more family in West-
ern Samoa next October. My Uncle is Taulangi 
Manusina Asiata, Matai of the village where my 
mother is from. They never knew each other, 
only knew of each other. Thank you for bringing 
my family together!

Judy’s new Marsden project, with Kate Stevens as a 
post doctoral fellow, is ‘Constant Coconuts: a History 

of a Versatile Commodity in the Pacific’. Within the Pa-
cific Islands, coconuts hold a status somewhat similar 
to bread in Europe – an everyday item, yet valued as 
not just the staff of life, but the tree of life. Coconuts 
provide food, drink, medicines, cosmetics, fuel and fi-
bre. Yet despite its commonness, no commodity history 
of the coconut exists. Judy and Kate will analyse how 
products from the ‘nut’ became commodities from 1840 
onwards. They will investigate how production and 
consumption of coconuts affected individual communi-
ties and their culture, economies and environment with-
in the Pacific and beyond.

Judy Bennett

Marsden Online Archive
 
One major initiative on campus in 2014 that has had strong 
connections to the Department was the creation and launch 
of the Marsden Online Archive <http://marsdenarchive.
otago.ac.nz/>.  This is a digital resource that makes avail-
able some of the very rich manuscript collections held at 
Hocken Collections relating to the work of the Church 
Mission Society. The archive provides high quality digi-
tal images of 599 documents, totalling 3728 pages of text. 
These digital images are accompanied by meticulous tran-
scriptions produced over the past six decades by Gordon 
Parsonson, who is now 94 years old and was a long-time 
member of this Department. Professor Tony Ballantyne 
of our Department co-sponsored the project with How-
ard Amos, the University’s Librarian, and several staff 
and postgraduate students from the Department helped 
the development team identify the types of digital tools 

that would be desirable to be built into the resource.  The 
library has produced a short film on the development of 
the archive <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkHtwb-
b6U3c> and also a wonderful film on Gordon and his con-
nection to the Marsden materials <https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=6cm3gZNnv2w>.  With its powerful search 
capabilities, this digital repository will reshape how histo-
rians approach the history of Christianity in New Zealand, 
how they make sense of cross-cultural contact, and how 
they understand the transformation of Māori society.  Of 
course, this launch of this first iteration of the archive is 
timely given that 25 December 2014 marks the bicen-
tennial of the first sermon given in New Zealand by the 
Reverend Samuel Marsden at Rangihoua in the Bay of Is-
land. Another 6000 pages of materials will be digitised and 
made available in the coming years.

http://marsdenarchive.otago.ac.nz/
http://marsdenarchive.otago.ac.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkHtwbb6U3c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkHtwbb6U3c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6cm3gZNnv2w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6cm3gZNnv2w
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Mike is primarily interested in 
knowledge born out of cultural 
contact and colonisation in the 
long nineteenth-century. His PhD 
thesis, which drew on scholarship 
from the new imperial history, eth-
nohistory, economic history, the 
history of science, and religious 
history, examined changes and 
continuities in southern Kāi Tahu thought and prac-
tice as illustrated by te hopu tītī ki Rakiura—“mut-
tonbirding”—the annual harvesting of juvenile tītī 
(sooty shearwaters) from islands adjacent to Stewart 
Island in southern New Zealand. Mike is currently 
reworking some of this research into a general nar-
rative history. His more theoretical work on the other 
hand, much of which extends the idea of Māori mo-
dernities, is being reworked into a series of academic 
journal articles.

As many of you know, the Royal Society of New Zealand 
awarded Dr. Michael Stevens a Marsden Fast-Start re-
search grant in late 2013.  The Marsden Fund is a contesta-
ble research fund established by the New Zealand Govern-
ment in 1994 to fund excellent fundamental research.  The 
Fund is administered by the Royal Society of New Zealand 
on behalf of the Marsden Fund Council and operates under 
the Terms of Reference issued by the Minister of Science 
and Innovation.

The Marsden Fund takes its name from physicist Sir Er-
nest Marsden (1889-1970) who made a remarkable contri-
bution to science both in New Zealand and overseas, and 
who visited Bluff at least once! 

This is funding a three-year research project entitled ‘Between 
Local and Global: A World History of Bluff’.  As Southland’s 
sole deep-water port, Bluff is an ideal site to think through 
New Zealand’s littoral and mar-
itime histories, which have been 
surprisingly neglected by univer-
sity-based historians.

As well as playing a key role in 
the colonisation and economic 
development of the lower South 
Island, Bluff drew in and re-
tained a relatively large number 
of Kāi Tahu families, and later, 
Māori from across New Zealand.  
Thus, in 2014, more than 100 of 
Bluff School’s 139 pupils are of 
Māori descent.  This school and 
town are therefore quite different 
than the wider Southland-Otago 
region that they are nonetheless 
a part of.

Marsden Fund Goes to Bluff

To inform “Bluffies” and fellow historians about the pro-
ject, Michael launched a website and companion Face-
book page in July.  The former outlines the rationale and 
parameters of the project in an accessible manner while 
the latter is used to post interesting pictures and posts on 
aspects of Bluff’s history as they come to hand.  For more 
information, please visit: 

http://www.worldhistoryofbluff.org.nz/

https://www.facebook.com/pages/A-World-History-of-
Bluff/634672169974119?ref_type=bookmark

http://www.worldhistoryofbluff.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/A-World-History-of-Bluff/634672169974119?ref_type=bookmark
https://www.facebook.com/pages/A-World-History-of-Bluff/634672169974119?ref_type=bookmark
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Over the past couple of years the research of one of our 
graduate students, Jane McCabe, has garnered a lot of me-
dia attention. Her PhD research has recovered the compel-
ling story of a scheme to resettle mixed-race children from 
India to New Zealand in the early twentieth century.

Jane had initially studied History at Otago in the 1990s 
before having a career working in museums. That work re-
flected Jane’s passion for history and Jane remained inter-
ested in the history of her own family. Following some thin 
leads, Jane visited India in 2007 and was able to confirm 
that her own grandmother Lorna was one of these young 
people who had been settled in New Zealand as the result 
of a programme run by St. Andrew’s Colonial Homes in 
Kalimpong, northeast India. Jane completed her 4th year 
studies in the History Department in 2009, writing a bril-
liant dissertation on the materials relating to her family 
that she accessed during that first visit to Kalimpong. Her 
performance was exceptional and she won two prizes, the 
William Downie Stewart Prize, for the best  dissertation 
in the 4th year History programme,  and the University 
of Otago Graduates’ Association’s Aotearoa New Zealand 
Prize.

Jane’s outstanding results also allowed her to secure a PhD 
scholarship and our Department was delighted when she 
enrolled in a PhD with us in March 2011. For that research 
Jane decided to explore the broader history of the con-
nections between St. Andrew’s Colonial Homes and New 
Zealand and, in particular, to explore the experiences of 
those young people who were resettled here.

Earlier this year Jane’s completed dissertation was judged 
to be “exceptional”, placing it in the top 10% of all dis-

sertations submitted. In semester two she joined the De-
partment’s teaching staff as a teaching fellow. Over the 
summer she will be teaching a course entitled ‘Moving 
Stories: Migration in Twentieth-Century New Zealand’ 
and she will be with the Department as a teaching fellow 
through to 2016.

Jane McCabe

Postgraduate Research Day
 
In November the Department gathered for its first post-
graduate research day, which was held at Arana College. 
The Department funded those students who are currently 
based outside Dunedin to present and almost all of our 
locally-based students and staff attended. Fifteen students 
presented on a wide range of research topics, from Mel-
bourne street art to the acclimatisation of trout in New 
Zealand, from Bollywood film posters to the history of the 
coal range in colonial times.  The papers were of a uni-
formly excellent standard and it was a great day which 
showcased some of the cutting-edge research that our 
postgrads produce. We are already looking forward to next 
year’s gathering!

Downtime: Postgrads reflecting during a tea-break

Jane McCabe sharing her research findings with 65 de-
scendants of the resettlement scheme who gathered for a 

reunion at St Margarets College in late November.
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Tony Ballantyne has had a busy year, 
giving conference keynote talks and 
public lectures in Vancouver, Hobart, 
Dunedin, and Palmerston North as 
well as 6 conference papers. A North 
American edition of his Webs of Em-
pire: Locating New Zealand’s Coloni-
al Past was produced by University 
of British Columbia Press in March 
and Harvard University Press issued a 
paperback version of his co-authored 
(with Antoinette Burton) Empires and 
the Reach of the Global, 1870-1945. 
On 26 December the leading Ameri-
can cultural history publisher Duke 
University Press releases his new 
book, Entanglements of Empire: Mis-
sionaries, Maori and the Question of 
the Body.  Auckland University Press 
are publishing a New Zealand edition 
of this early in 2015.

Tom Brooking has published his bi-
ography of Richard Seddon - all 584 
pages of it - with Penguin and it has 
been launched in Hokitika and Dun-
edin.
Entitled Richard Seddon: King of 
God’s Own it is, as Erik Olssen point-
ed out at the Hocken launch, ‘a big fat 
book about a big fat man’.  Tom gives 
special thanks to the many genera-
tions of students on whom he inflicted 
his ever changing  perceptions of the 
big fella.

Late 2013 also saw two other publica-
tions: a completely new edition of En-
vironmental Histories of New Zealand 
edited with Eric Pawson from Otago 
University Press entitled Making a 
New Land; and Unpacking the Kists: 
The Scots in New Zealand Scots from 
McGill-Queens University Press, To-
ronto  distributed by Otago Universi-
ty Press in New Zealand, co-authored 
with Brad Patterson and Jim McAloon. 
Tom has also continued traversing the 
globe attending conferences and man-
aged three in June and July in Oslo, 
Birmingham and Guimaraes, Portu-
gal. In Olso and Guimaraes he talked 
about the sea rather than the land while 
in Birmingham he examined Seddon’s 
friendship with that city’s shining star 
- Joseph Chamberlain. Tom has also 
been much involved with First World 
War Commemorations in Dunedin 
including advising Toitū on their ex-
cellent  rolling  exhibition on Dunedin 
and World War I (it will change each 
year to mark particular important mo-
ments such as Gallipoli, the Somme, 
Passchendaele etc) - make sure you 
visit it next time you’re in Dunedin.

One of the highlights of Barbara 
Brookes’s year was attending the 
American Association for the His-
tory of Medicine conference held in 
Chicago in May. Barbara gave a pa-
per entitled ‘Committed by Paper in 
Colonial New Zealand’ in a session 
with a South African and a Canadi-
an Historian that compared Colonial 
Asylum paperwork. In September 
she attended another workshop on the 
theme of ‘Mad Histories’, convened 
by Cathy Colebourne at Waikato Uni-
versity. Barbara’s paper discussed 
patients’ letters held in the Seacliff 
Asylum Archive. She has also writ-
ten a piece entitled ‘Mental health 
Records: who controls the past?’ for 
Archifacts. Together with Professor 
Warwick Anderson and Dr Miranda 
Johnson of the University of Sydney, 
and The Centre for Research on Colo-
nial Culture, Barbara convened an in-
ternational symposium at the Hocken 
Collections examining the theme of 
‘Pacific Futures’. In August, Barbara 

Staff News
accepted an invitation to write for a 
History of Medicine blog on the fam-
ily, emotional economy and disability 
at birth. Her piece can be found here: 
http://remedianetwork.wordpress.
com/2014/08/08/family-emotion-
al-economies-and-disability-at-birth/

This year Judith Collard was the 
programme coordinator for Art His-
tory and Theory. She presented a 
seminar in the department on “Visual 
Representation of authority in the 
Chronicles of Matthew Paris’s His-
toria Anglorum”.  She also had two 
articles accepted for publication: 
“Matthew Paris’s ‘Self-Portrait with 
the Virgin Mary’ in the Historia An-
glorum,” for Parergon, and  “Art and 
Science in the Manuscripts of Mat-
thew Paris,” for Medieval Chronicle.

Hilary Radner introduced a new pa-
per, offered at the 300- and 400-levels 
on “The Art of Film” with a view to 
complementing existing offerings in 
the Programme in Art History and The-
ory. She supervised her first ARTH MA 
to completion on the Dunedin Hospital 
Art Collection as well as four honours 
dissertations, also welcoming a new 
PhD student from Delhi who propos-
es to research cinematic star iconog-
raphy and its relations to traditional 
Indian art forms. In terms of her own 
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research, she traveled to Los Angeles 
to undertake archival work at the Mar-
garet Herrick Library supported by a 
UORG. Her conference presentations 
included material on the new natalism 
at the American Studies Association of 
Australia and New Zealand, on Mauri 
(Merata Mita, 1988) at the Women’s 
Global Cinema Conference, Stony 
Brook, New York, and on the con-
temporary female cinema audience at 
NECS, Milan, Italy. She published ar-
ticles on the contemporary bromance, 
the work of Raymond Bellour, fash-
ion and feminism, and feminism and 
postfeminism, as well as several book 
reviews. She has two current research 
projects underway: one on independ-
ent cinema and the woman’s film, the 
second on film melodrama and narra-
tives of transgression.

Mark Seymour rang in the new year 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka, where he and 
his partner had a fascinating holiday 
observing an ancient culture marked 
by vestiges of Portuguese, Dutch and 
British imperialism, as well as the 
recent civil war. After that he paid a 
short research visit to Rome and Mi-
lan, continuing a project on the crimi-
nal code of 1890.
During first semester 2014 he wrote 
a chapter for his book on emotions 
in 19th century Italy, a review essay 
on love for the Journal of Women’s 
History, and an introductory article 
for a special issue of the Australian 
Journal of Politics and History, en-
titled ‘Faultlines: Cohesion and Di-
vision in Modern Europe’. In second 
semester Mark taught HIST102, ‘The 
Twentieth-Century World’, and HIST 
325, ‘Modern Italy’ – teaching in his 
research area is always a particular 
pleasure.
He gave research seminars in this 
department, at Victoria University of 
Wellington, and at the University of 
Queensland. He also gave the closing 
keynote lecture at the 2014 New His-
torians Conference. He was appoint-
ed co-editor of the scholarly journal 
Modern Italy, based in the UK and 
one of the two main journals in his 
field, from 2015-2019.

We know Takashi Shogimen as an 
intellectual historian of medieval Eu-
rope, but he has lately been busy pur-
suing his second research interest in 
modern Japanese intellectual history. 
He published a book in Japanese, The 
Suppression of Speech: Mapping the 
Yanaihara Incident [Genron Yokuat-
su: Yanaihara Jiken no Kozu] (Tokyo: 
Chuo Koron Shinsha) in September, 
while an article in English, from which 
the book developed, appeared in the 
Journal of Japanese Studies in Janu-
ary. He remains active in the field of 
medieval European political thought 
as he published two book chapters in 
English. At the beginning of this year, 
he also published a collection of es-
says, Visions of Peace: Asia and the 
West (Ashgate), co-edited with Vicki 
Spencer of the Politics Department.
Takashi visited Philadelphia twice this 
year: in May, upon invitation to the 
conference celebrating the 75th anni-
versary of the Journal of the History 
Ideas, where he spoke on comparative 
political theory and intellectual histo-
ry, and in October, again upon invita-
tion to the annual Modern Japanese 
History Workshop at the University 
of Pennsylvania, where he lectured on 
an ultra-nationalist polemicist in war-
time Japan.
Takashi continued to serve as Associ-
ate Dean of Research for the Division 
of Humanities, while he taught two 
papers: HIST108 From Medieval to 
Modern Europe and HIST215 Here-
tics, Witches and Inquisitors.

John Stenhouse presented a paper 
entitled ‘The conversion of mission-
aries?: Octavius Hadfield and Maori 
Christianity, 1838-1870’ to  a con-
ference on early missionary encoun-
ters held at the Hocken Library early 
in November. This conference also 
launched the Marsden Online Archive. 
Later in the month, he spoke in Auck-
land at a combined meeting of the New 
Zealand Religious History Association 
and Australian Religious History As-
sociation on ‘God, history and nation: 
William Pember Reeves and the writ-
ing of New Zealand history.’ An arti-
cle titled ‘Missionaries and Science 

Staff News
and Medicine’ appeared in The Oxford 
Encyclopedia of The History of Amer-
ican Science, Medicine and Technolo-
gy (2014). He is currently organising, 
with Prof Hamish Spencer, a sympo-
sium on Eugenics in British Colonial 
Cultures 1870s-1940s,’ to be held at 
Otago, in conjunction with the Centre 
for Research on Colonial Culture, ear-
ly in February 2015.

Michael Stevens taught a dual-coded 
version of his History of Māori Pol-
itics paper during Summer School 
2014 and convened and co-taught 
HIST107 during semester one.  
However, most of his year has been 
dedicated to research and writing, 
especially relating to his Marsden 
Fast-Start project - “A World History 
of Bluff” - which began in March.  If 
you are interested, please take a look 
at the project website for more infor-
mation: www.worldhistoryofbluff.
org.nz. Early outputs have included a 
live interview of Radio New Zealand 
National’s Nine to Noon programme, 
public talks in Invercargill and River-
ton, a departmental seminar in semes-
ter two entitled ‘The Māori House 
at The Bluff’ that will be further de-
veloped into a journal article, and a 
symposium presentation on Kāi Tahu 
connections with Sydney from 1820s 
Foveaux Strait onwards.
Mike completed a chapter on his 
family’s kahukiwi (kiwi feather 
cloak) for He Taonga, He Kōrero: 
The Lives of Colonial Objects to be 
published by Otago University Press 
in 2015, a chapter on Māori Politics 
between 1860 and 1960 for the next 
edition of New Zealand Government 
and Politics published by Oxford 
University Press, and an essay for 
an upcoming book centred on the 
photography of the Kāi Tahu artist 
Neil Pardington.  After returning from 
his family’s Tītī Island in mid-May, 
Mike also wrote a story on pōhā-tītī 
for the Ministry of Education’s School 
Journal and an overview of the 
harvest in a “double-page spread” that 
is part of the landmark book Tangata 
Whenua: An Illustrated History 
published by Bridget Williams Press.  

http://www.worldhistoryofbluff.org.nz
http://www.worldhistoryofbluff.org.nz
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Mike also attended the launch of 
Tangata Whenua at the Auckland War 
Memorial Museum in mid-November.

In the past twelve months Alexander 
Trapeznik was successful in obtain-
ing a Humanities Research Grant for 
an innovative piece of research which 
makes a substantial contribution to 
our understanding of site-specific 
movements from a ‘medical model’ to 
a ‘social model’ of disability as well 
as exploring disability in a New Zea-
land context.
A book manuscript examining Dune-
din’s old waterfront buildings, most of 
which were built in the late nineteenth 
century during Dunedin’s industrial 
golden age, was also completed and 
published: Dunedin’s Warehouse Pre-
cinct, Dunedin, Genre Books (2014).
Furthermore, Alex was able to com-
plete a co-authored article entitled: 
‘Laying the Victorians to Rest: Funer-
als, Memorials, and the Funeral Busi-
ness in Nineteenth-Century Dunedin’. 
It has been accepted for publication in 
Australian Economic History Review. 
Most studies of death deal mainly with 
either the physical aspects of burial 
practices or with the cultural aspects 
of mourning and bereavement.  This 
article seeks to integrate the two by 
means of considering the businesses 
that catered for the demand created by 
funerals and mourning in the second 
half of the nineteenth century.
Finally, in the field of Russian histo-

ry his article entitled: ‘Samovars. The 
Art of Tula Metal Workers’ was pub-
lished in an issue of the New Zealand 
Slavonic Journal. Apart from weap-
ons, Tula was, and still is, a producer 
of world-famous water boilers known 
as samovars. This piece of research 
was complemented with another pub-
lication entitled: ‘The Manufacturing 
Process of Samovar Production in 
Tula’ published in the International 
Journal for the History of Engineering 
& Technology. The article examined 
the manufacturing process of samovar 
production. The paper highlighted 
the continued use of artisanal labour 
in the manufacturing process, 
despite increased centralisation and 
mechanization of the industry.
Alex was also on the organizing pan-
el for a conference on ‘War Memori-
alisation and the Nation’ held at the 
University of Otago in November this 
year. He also continued in his role as 
Associate Dean (Graduate Studies) 
for the Division of Humanities.

Angela Wanhalla was on research 
and study leave during the first half 
of 2014. During that period she com-
pleted research towards a book proj-
ect on the history of New Zealand’s 
GI war brides, conducting research at 
New Zealand and US-based archives. 
She also presented two papers relat-
ed to her research at the Berkshire 
Conference of Women Historians at 
the University of Toronto in May. In 
July Angela attended the Australian 
Historical Association Conference 
at the University of Queensland in 
Brisbane, where she participated in 
a plenary panel on ‘Violence and the 
Intimate Frontier’. While in Brisbane, 
Angela was awarded the Ernest Scott 
Prize, which is awarded by the Aus-
tralian Historical Association for best 
book in Australian or New Zealand 
history or the history of colonization, 
for her recent book Matters of the 
Heart: A History of Interracial Mar-
riage in New Zealand (Auckland Uni-
versity Press, 2013). In July Angela 
officially began her five-year Ruth-
erford Discovery Fellowship, which 
gives her time to research and write 
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a book on the history of marriage in 
New Zealand, and also funds several 
postgraduate scholarships. 

In July, Vanessa B. Ward was invited 
to chair the opening session of the “Em-
pire of Religions: Exploring Belief and 
Practice in Imperial Japan and Colonial 
Korea” conference organized by NZA-
sia Institute (University of Auckland). 
The two-day conference was attended 
by international experts and specialists 
from across New Zealand in the fields of 
East Asian region and history. In late Au-
gust, she co-convened a conference for 
the Asian Migrations Research Theme; 
the programme was jam-packed with 
stimulating and innovative papers from 
migration studies experts, both aspiring 
and established. Vanessa continues to 
enjoy meeting with Otago students to 
approve their overseas course of study 
for the Department and hear about their 
exciting plans, and serving as the Secre-
tary of the New Zealand Asian Studies 
Society.
She was invited to collaborate on an 
essay on the Japanese female intel-
lectual Tsurumi Kazuko that appeared 
as an introduction to an e-Book in the 
Japanime “Great Japanese Thinkers” 
series (available at: http://www.japa-
nime.com/tsurumi). Tsurumi Kazuko 
was a co-founder of the progressive 
intellectual journal Shisō no Kagaku, 
the history of which has been one of 
Vanessa’s research foci this year.

http://www.japanime.com/tsurumi
http://www.japanime.com/tsurumi
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The Department has embraced social media as an important way of communicating with students 
and staying in contact with alumni. Check out our page and ‘like’ it:
http://www.facebook.com/OtagoHistoryAndArtHistory

Like Us!

Theses Completed
The following students have completed their post-graduate studies in 2014:

• Carr, Sarah, “Sexual Morality in Early Otago”
• Bateman, Grace, “Signs and Graces: Remembering 

Religion in Childhood in Southern Dunedin, 1920–
1950” 

• Burgess, Hannah, “The Idealised Style of Vesalius’s 
Illustrations: Art, Nature and Aesthetics” 

• Davy, Daniel, “Lost Tailings: Gold Rush Societies and 
Cultures in Colonial Otago, New Zealand, 1861–1911” 

• Da Gama, Clement, “Un Sous-Genre Parasitaire: Con-
tinuitŽ et Changements dans le Female Gothic” 

• Harland, Jill, “The Orcadian Odyssey: The Migration 
of Orkney Islanders to New Zealand 1848–1914 with 
Particular Reference to the South Island” 

• McCabe, Jane, “Kalimpong Kids: New Zealand as a 
Destination for the Mixed-Race Offspring of British 
Tea Planters in Colonial India” 

• Tong, Darryl, “An Evidence-Based Analysis of Max-
illofacial War Injuries: Aspects of Contemporary War 
Surgery”

• Anderson, Rosemary, “Young and Restless: Cook Is-
land Migration to New Zealand, 1920–1950” 

• MacArthur, Nicol, “The Industrialisation of the Gold 
Rush at Gabriel’s Gully” 

• Mulligan, Christine, “The Dunedin Hospital Art Col-
lection: Architecture, Space and Wellbeing”

Katherine joined the Department from the Department of Languages and Cultures in July.  Kath-
erine works part-time in the Department, serving as a key first contact point for our students and 
overseeing a lot of the important routines that make the Department function smoothly. She has 
quickly become a popular and indispensable part of our team.

Born in Oamaru and raised in Kokoamo, North Otago, Katherine was educated in Oamaru (Waita-
ki Girls High) and is a trade-certified baker/pastry chef. She spent 12 years overseas in Switzer-
land and is fluent in Swiss-German. She lives with her family at Ocean View. 

If you haven’t met Katherine yet, make sure you stop by 2C15  next time you are in the Depart-
ment and say hi!

Katherine Caderas

Sue Goes to Greece!
Sue Lang, our Department Administrator, bought tickets to see the mu-
sical Mamma Mia earlier this year and Sue’s seat was the lucky seat 
that won an all expenses paid trip for two to Greece. So in September 
she and hubby Colin headed off for four nights in Athens, six nights on 
Naxos and five nights on Santorini …

Still pinching ourselves!

Worth a Read!
 
Dr Jock Phillips has recently written a very interest-
ing piece that discusses an important shift that he has 
discerned in New Zealand history. Jock is a very distin-
guished scholar, who has produced pathbreaking books 
and articles as well as being a long-serving Chief Historian 
(1989-2002), and General Editor of Te Ara: the Encyclo-

pedia of New Zealand (www.TeAra.govt.nz). Jock’s blog 
post highlights the riches of our city’s heritage and the 
particular quality of our Department’s historians.  Please 
check it out:
http://nzhistoryjock.wordpress.com/2014/12/17/new-zea-
land-history-moves-south/

http://ara.govt.nz/
http://nzhistoryjock.wordpress.com/2014/12/17/new-zealand-history-moves-south/
http://nzhistoryjock.wordpress.com/2014/12/17/new-zealand-history-moves-south/

