
INTRODUCTION TO THE PROGRAMME
The Postgraduate Professional Training Programme (PPTP) 
is a short training programme for PhD students in the 
Humanities to obtain some skills, knowledge, and practice 
in academic lecturing. The programme includes training 
in course design, assessment development, and lecture 
delivery. Participants will have the opportunity to deliver a 
lecture during the year.

The programme offers an introduction to the skills, theory, 
and practice of large group teaching. 

AIMS
The programme has two specific aims:
• To provide you with skills, knowledge, and experience in 

the techniques of large group teaching.
• To provide you with documented evidence of your 

teaching for use on an academic CV or job application.

STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAMME
There are three components to this programme:
1. Attendance and participation in a series of four seminars.
2. Observations of lectures.
3. Delivery of at least one lecture in a course of study.

OUTCOMES
At the end of the programme, you will receive a portfolio of 
written evaluations on your teaching, to which you will add 
notes from your own observations. You will also receive a 
certificate of completion.

ELIGIBILITY
The programme is open to currently enrolled Humanities 
PhD students who are in the middle years of their 
candidature. Acceptance into the programme will be 
determined through negotiation with the programme 
coordinator, the PhD student, the student’s supervisor, 
and the paper coordinator for whom the student will be 
teaching. Factors that will determine acceptance into the 
programme include: the student’s ability to commit to the 
programme while continuing with his or her studies, the 
student’s previous teaching or tutoring experience, and  
the availability of an appropriate course for the student  
to teach into.

1. SEMINARS
The purpose of the seminars is to introduce you to the 
teaching and learning principles involved in large group 
teaching. The seminars will address how best to facilitate 
the learning of students, and will help you to develop some 
practical teaching skills. 

By the end of the seminars, you will have:

• Engaged with some current research on student learning 
and its implications for teaching.

• Developed an understanding of how students learn and 
applied that understanding to course design, lecturing, 
and assessment design.

• Acquired practical experience in course design, lecturing, 
and assessment design.

2. LECTURE OBSERVATION
During the semester you will need to observe at least three 
lectures and make detailed written notes about them. The 
lectures may be part of the paper you are teaching, or in 
your particular field of expertise, or they may be in a field 
you are unfamiliar with but will expose you to different 
teaching situations.

3. LECTURE DELIVERY
During the semester you will be required to deliver at least 
one lecture in a course of study. 

You will arrange with a lecturer or course coordinator as to 
which lecture(s) you will deliver, the subject matter, and its 
scheduling. 

The lecture will be attended by the PPTP coordinator, who 
will observe and write an evaluation of your lecture. 

The lecturer or course coordinator may also choose to offer 
feedback on your lecture.
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Enquires from both students and supervisors 
regarding this programme are invited.

For further information please contact  
the programme coordinator:
Dr Simone Celine Marshall
Room 1.N.3
1st Floor
Arts Building
Albany Street.
Tel 64 3 479 4850
simoneceline.marshall@otago.ac.nz
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