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Prague 
I chose Prague because of the beauty of the city and its former communist history, 
and I couldn’t have chosen a better city.  Even after all the travelling I did during my 
time there, Prague was still my favourite.  Whatever you want to get out of Prague, 
you will.  Culture, night-life, beautiful architecture, music, art, parties, it’s all there 
on offer.  The communism of the Czech Republic made all this particularly special – 
it’s a testimony to the strength of the country that it can still retain its fairy-tale 
atmosphere – and I adored the eastern European history classes that I took while I 
was there.  Unfortunately I didn’t learn much Czech while I was there (classes were 
in English and all international students used English as their common language), 
but English was pretty widely spoken, and when it wasn’t, pointing and smiling was 
all that you needed.   
 
Buddy programme 
I really can’t say how much I would recommend having a buddy.  Mine was a 5th year 
law student (much like myself) and was just incredible.  She met me at the airport 
when I first arrived, and I stayed with her the night that my dorm told me that they 
had no rooms for me for another week.  In those first two days she gave me a tour of 
Prague, helped me to organise a sim card, took me to IKEA to buy the basics, showed 
me the way to uni from my dorm, and just really helped me orientate myself.  We 
became good friends and caught up at least once or twice a month – it was so 
wonderful to get to know a Czech really well.       
 
Visa 
The visa process lasted until the day I left Prague almost, and I’m glad I don’t have to 
organise one for a while yet!  I ended up getting my acceptance letter six weeks 
before I left for Prague, and as the visa application process takes two months, there 
was no possibility of applying for my visa through Australia before I left.  I was told 
this meant that I had to travel to a Czech embassy, and the closest were in either 
Berlin or Vienna.  I chose Berlin because I thought it would be more interesting to go 
to twice (it was!).   I heard later that there may have been the possibility of doing it 
through the foreign police in Prague, it might be worth while checking if you want to 
avoid the cost of going to Berlin or Vienna.  Even though I applied for a six month 
visa, they only gave me a visa that lasted until the end date of my studies in Prague, 
which ended up finishing a week earlier than my flights back to New Zealand.  I then 
had to apply for an extension through the foreign police in Prague, which was a 
nightmare – I had to take my buddy (the police don’t speak English) and I was there 
for about three hours.  If you can sort it out through the Czech embassy in Sydney 
before you leave for Prague I would definitely recommend it.   
 
 
 



Accommodation 
I stayed in the university hostels, expecting the worst and getting it initially.  I was 
placed into Kolej Kajetanka, and I went the day I landed in Prague, but when I 
arrived it turned out they weren’t expecting me until a week after my classes had 
started, so take care to check when your agreement is from because I had assumed 
they would have it starting at least a week before classes begin!  Thankfully my 
buddy was with me so I stayed the night at her house, then we tried again the 
following day and magically they told me that my room was indeed empty.  I ended 
up being put with two Czech medicine students who didn’t really speak English, and 
I didn’t meet any other international students in that dorm, so I ended up moving 
out into Kolej Troja after two weeks, where I had made friends through my buddy 
and social events and class.  This was really easy to do, all my money was 
transferrable (although they cheekily charged me twice for a month, watch out for 
that), and there was no leaving fee as I was moving to another university dorm.  
Moving to Troja was the best decision I made, and I loved Troja. 
 
Although they say they are international dorms, the international students are only 
about 5-10% of the students there, so most of the staff actually speak hardly any 
English.  Not only will they be angry at you for not speaking Czech, they’ll be angry 
that you’re even asking them for help, and will just speak in Czech really slowly and 
loudly while you continue to have a blank expression on your face.  Thankfully you 
don’t have to ask much from them, just laundry keys etc., and all the international 
students just laughed about it together.   
 
The dorms are old and a bit run down, and the kitchen facilities are limited (two hot 
plates and a small beer fridge between four people – but everyone eats out all the 
time anyway), but they are about 1/3 of the price of a flat in town so you can save a 
lot of money if you just enjoy the old dorms with everyone else.  Overall the hostels 
are wonderful – they are cheap, warm, well-located, and you’re packed in with loads 
of other international students so it makes for a wicked time.    
 
Money matters 
I personally took over a reasonably large amount of Czech crowns and opened my 
own Czech bank account there.  This was super easy to do, and allowed me to avoid 
all the fees that I would have incurred if I had used my NZ bank card over in the 
Czech Republic.  However, since the Czech Republic is the only one to use the CZK, 
this left open the problem for other currencies.  I used a cash passport to withdraw 
euros when I went into the Eurozone, and then just accepted the bank fees when 
withdrawing other currencies in Europe.   
 
University  
I studied both my law and my arts degree while I was at Charles, which it turns out 
is uncommon in Europe.  Be prepared in those first few weeks to be doing a lot of 
running around over the different campuses in Prague and to have the university 
staff be genuinely confused about why a law student is standing in the arts faculty, 
and vice versa.  I chose six papers (three history and three law) that totalled 30 



ECTS, and allowed me to cross credit them to two LAWS papers (30 points) and two 
HIST300 papers (36 points).   
 
Charles University is structured in a way that international students are kept 
separate from Czech students, mainly because of the language the course is offered 
in and the style of the teaching (amenable to the exchange experience!)  Generally 
the courses were pretty straightforward – it was easy to take all the evenings and 
weekends off and really only knuckle down in the weeks around exam time.  I was 
able to choose my papers in such a way that all my lectures were only Monday-
Wednesday, leaving me Thursday-Sunday to travel, so it’s definitely worth looking 
into this if you’re prepared to miss out on an amazing class for a class that is on a 
Tuesday!  I found the faculties brilliant at organising social events – ice hockey 
games and meet ups, so make sure you check out the faculty’s Facebook page and 
really get involved in those, especially in the first few weeks.  
 
The courses are all lenient on passing, and if you fail the final exam you can retake it 
two more times.  It’s better to put all your efforts into passing the first one though, 
because the alternative exam dates were sometimes two weeks or even up to a 
month later, keeping you in Prague instead of being able to travel.   
 
Transportation 
Going everywhere and always running on time, the transportation network in 
Prague is unbelievable.  As you don’t have to ever show your ticket to a driver, it is 
tempting to avoid purchasing a ticket, but I wouldn’t.  As they have ticket checkers 
everywhere (especially on the metro) and the fine itself is 800CZK versus a 24CZK 
ticket, it’s not really worth it.  Use the small one trip/day trip tickets while you 
organise your student ID, then you can buy a cheaper long-term tickets.  Because of 
extra bureaucracy, we found it impossible to buy a six-month ticket, so bought one 
three month and the one month tickets while we were there.  It’s amazing how 
bureaucracy features in every part of life in the Czech Republic.  
 
Eating 
Eating out in Prague is unbelievably cheap – beer cheaper than water (about 
NZ$1.50 for 0.5L) and a good main meal about NZ$5-10 – and a great way to 
connect with and meet people.  Because the cooking facilities in the dorm were 
limited, I found myself eating out about five nights a week.  Kebabs were also a great 
cheap meal if you want to go out and explore Prague at night with some street food 
– make sure to hit up the place MyWay Kebab in Prague 6, directly outside tram 22 
stop U Kaštanu, it’s a trip that’s worth it. 
 
Things to do 
I would recommend leaving the pricey tourist things until later, and just really get 
into Prague and the culture first.  After I spent time there I figured out where I 
wanted to spend my money, as you find out what is worth it and what isn’t.  Namesti 
Miru has a huge number of cool restaurants and cafes, as does Zizkov.  Atmosphere 
was one of our favourite restaurants to frequent, and Al Capones had great cocktails.   



If you want the real Prague experience, you have to get out of Old Town/Wenceslas 
Square and take a few metro stops away from town – if you have to walk in through 
clouds of smoke, if the bartender doesn’t speak English and slams the beers down in 
front of you before you’re finished your last one, you’re in the right place!!  These 
places often have the coolest atmosphere and the cheapest and best food.  Also, if 
you go in semester one, make sure to check out Night of the Museums – it was on 
June 13th in my year.  Most big European cities have these, and it’s a night where all 
museums in the city are open and public transport is free – it’s super fun and a cool 
way to see those museums that might be a bit more expensive!  
 
Go to a different place every weekend, eat at a different restaurant every week, 
check out the art, check out the events, meet with people, explore Prague and fall in 
love with it.   
 
Places to visit 
Being located in central Europe, Prague is a great location to explore Europe.  
Although more expensive than staying in Prague, if you plan ahead and go in large 
groups things tended to be a lot cheaper – you can often get group discounts on 
train and accommodation (if you book an Air BnB for a group of people it can be 
nicer and half the price as a backpackers!).  Bus tended to be cheaper (although 
slowest), check out Student Agency as a bus company to travel on – tickets are 
usually about $25-30 and it’s an amazingly comfortable journey.  The university also 
organised trips to Krakow, Croatia, Budapest, Vienna etc., and although I never went 
on them personally, I heard from some of my friends that they were wonderful.  And 
because there is a large group of students, they are often a fun cheap way to see a 
place.   
 
Prague 
I really fell in love with Prague and the Czech Republic during my time there.  People 
I met, friends I made, learning the history of the country and making the most of 
being able to travel around the country while I was there all combined to make my 
semester in Prague one of the best times of my life.   
   

 
 


