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Accommodation: 

I stayed in a private flat with my Czech flatmate, who I had met in my kiwi-hosting flat at Otago. The 

flat was in an apartment building in Prague 4 with relatively cheap rent, however, it was quite far from 

the centre and definitely not a ‘student area’. Living 40 minutes from my University building was a bit 

of a hassle as everyday I had to take a bus and a metro to get to class.  

 

Most of my erasmus friends were staying much closer to the centre of Prague and not all were paying 

more rent. Popular areas were around Namesti Miru or Jiriho z Podebrad. I would definitely 

recommend living close to a metro station on the green line or near a tram stop. You can find private 

flats on the numerous Facebook pages “Prague Flatshare” etc. However, if you need to get a Czech 

visa then you need to show proof of address and permission to live there. If you go to the student halls 

of the University they provide it for you, but if you go to private accommodation you have to sort it out 

yourself and the Czech landlords can be a bit slow and frustrating. I would also carefully check the 

contract of the flat and look out for things like having visitors over (some like to charge more), being 

responsible for things in the flat breaking (like boilers) and whether you can end the contract earlier.  

 

Money matters: 

I opened a bank account at Equabank. It was relatively easy. You just need a Czech telephone number 

(sim card) and can open an account with no fees. In the end, I didn’t really use the account and it was 

more hassle than help. A lot of cafes only accept cash so it worked out better just withdrawing money 

from my travel passport every now and then (if you have a safe place to store it). The currency 

conversion was roughly $6NZD = 100kr, 100kr would buy a soup and coffee for lunch or quite a lot of 

groceries. A beer was like 30kr and a meal out around 180kr. All up, I found it was very cheap living in 

Prague and I was able to go to restaurants and cafes a lot. I paid 6000kr rent a month, friends of mine 

living closer to the centre paid 10,600kr. The rent covered power and water costs aswell.  

 

Academics/course load: 

I took 5 courses from the Faculty of Arts. I was able to do a Czech language course for free, which was 

twice a week. I also took two history courses and two lingusitics courses. The university is not a 

campus, instead the buildings are dispersed around the city. Some information about my courses: 

- 20
th

 Century Social History of Europe: this was a history course of the Faculty of Arts. There 

was one lecture a week on Monday evening and from the room there was a perfect view of the 

Prague castle. The lectures were about different moments in European history and the effect 

on the different social class (depression caused by war, mobilisation of civilian forces against 

the Jews and student protect movements). There was a reading each week and the assessment 

was a 10 page essay on any topic due by the end of the semester.  

- The Peoples of Europe: this was an ECES course (meant for the American exchange 

students). It was an overview of the migrations of ‘peoples’ in Europe leading to the formation 

of the modern nations. It was very interesting, but also a lot of content. The assessment was 

two tests, an essay and two reflections.  

- Sociolinguistics and discourse: this was the combination (in alternating weeks) of two 

different linguistics papers. The assessment was a 16 multiple question test.  

- World Englishes: this was by far my most demanding course. Each week the lecturer set 

readings and comprehension activities. We had to make two presentations and the final exam 

was similar to exams I had for my Otago courses (a few short answer questions and two 

essays). I would defintely recommend this course to anyone interested in TESoL or linguistics 

and how the English spoken by non-natives fits into the new globalised world we live in.  

- Czech language (basic skills): I really enjoyed taking a Czech course. It was a great way to 

meet other exchange students and make friends. I was not able to speak much Czech after this 

course, but it gave me a few basic sentences to get by living here and made understanding my 

surroudings a lot easier. It is true that you can live in Prague without speaking Czech, but it is 

much more enjoyable and less complicated if you try to learn at least some of the language.  

 

Transportation: 



I got a student transport card for 5months after I got my student ID card from the University. It cost 

1200kr (approx. $70NZD). I used public transport a least once a day so this was definitely worth it. 

The daily ticket is 110kr (approx. $7NZD). You can buy the daily tickets in advance, so you need to 

make sure you stamp them when you get on the bus/tram/metro. I was only asked to show my ticket 

once in 4 months, but one friend risked it from the airport and had to pay 40euro in the first hour of 

being in Prague.  

 

I found Prague to be quite a safe city and very well connected with public transport. The metro stops 

overnight from 1-4am, but there are night buses and trams that still go every 20 minutes. I had no 

trouble getting around the city myself and getting home after a night out. I never used a taxi here after 

someone told me there was a taxi mafia (not sure if they were joking), but a taxi from the airport to 

Namesti Miru was about 20euro.  

 

Weather:  

Prague got really cold at the start of the year (February - March) and was absolutely beautiful in the 

snow. From mid-June the weather has been really warm in Prague. It was really good having an 

umbrella in the city. I definitely needed by big winter coat, but should have packed more summer 

clothes as the cold did not last as long as I expected it to.  

 

Eating: 

Prague is a great place for eating out. The traditional Czech food is quite dense – goulash with bread 

dumplings and, of course, several beers, but there are also a lot of modern places popping up around 

the place. My favourite include:  

- EMA Espresso 

- TriCafe 

- Co hleda jemeno 

- Cafédu – Great for studying 

- Sisters bistro 

- U Kroka 

- U Sadu 

- Dish 

- Monolok (great avo on toast) 

 

 

Things to do:  

There was a bit of a student orientation time with lots of parties during the first two weeks of the 

semester. I did a free walking tour my first week in Prague and met some of my really good friends 

there. There are lots of student facebook groups to join (student zone, IC cuni, ministry of 

entertainment, prague hang-out friends etc). The groups organise parties and trips over facebook and 

are a great way to see more of the Czech Republic, more of Prague and meet friends.  

 

A day trip to Karlovy Vary was very worth it. A trip to Plzen to the brewery was also cool (didn’t need 

to spend the day there). I heard very good things about the national parks. The many other 

neighbouring European countries are also only a weekend trip away! 

 

Places to visit: 

Make sure you do the tourist trail through the Old Town Square over the Bridge to the Castle. Do it 

often. Prague is very beautiful and the city changes as the seasons change, at different times of day and 

with different numbers of tourists around I found that I always saw something new. Living in Prague 

you’ll also get to experience the cool park life – watching sunsets, picnics, predrinking and concerts. If 

it’s sunny head to the park.   

 

Tips for future students: 

SORT OUT YOUR VISA  - I sorted my visa at the Czech Embassy in Prague. It worked, but was a bit 

stressful. The best way is to email the Embassy where you will apply (in Europe or in Sydney) and find 

out from them directly what you need, when the available appointments are and how long it will take. 

Mine took almost a month and they said it could have taken 3!  
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