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General Information 

There is a reason that everyone who goes on 

an exchange raves on and on. Exchange is the 

best experience you will have in your 

university life (we are not being paid out by the exchange staff to say this). Budapest is the most 

amazing city I have been to and the people I have met are the most fun loving and easy going. There 

is so much to see in the city, country and the (seven) neighbouring countries. You will have the chance 

to do something new every day in your four or five months overseas. I chose to go to Hungary to get 

out of my comfort zone and I couldn’t have asked for a better experience. 

 

Hungary and Budapest 

All I knew about Hungary before going to 

Budapest was that they have one of the 

world’s hardest languages, they 

invented goulash soup (gulyas in 

Hungarian) and it would be bloody cold 

when I arrived. All of that was very 

accurate. Starting with the language – I 

probably only learned twenty or thirty 

words when I was in Hungary and most 

of them were metro or train stations. 

The language is very tough but you will 

quickly be able to recognise the most 

important word: food, beer and kebab. 

You do not need to learn the language as you can get by with English in many occasions. Budapest is 

becoming a tourist hotspot and hence the price of everything can vary depending which store you 

enter and which part of the city you are in. If you are paying more than $2 for a large beer in a pub, 

$5-8 for a meal in a restaurant or approximately half the NZ price for most other things then you could 

get it cheaper somewhere else. You will be amazed at what you can get for your dollars. The climate 

is like living in central Otago on steroids. The day I arrived (January) was -16 degrees the first night and 

the week I left (end of June) was low 30’s every day. So be prepared for all seasons. This is really cool 

as the city transforms between seasons. In winter you can keep warm in many of the spa’s and thermal 

baths the city has on offer along with outdoor ice skating. In summer there are beautiful parks and 

public areas to kick a football, sunbathe and drink a cold one or two.   

 



Student Life in Budapest 

Corvinus University has a great student network for 

incoming exchange students – Erasmus Student 

Network (ESN). They will put on many parties, 

weekend trips and cultural experiences for you. Take 

advantage of as many of these as you can. Before 

you reach Budapest you should apply for a ESN 

‘buddy’. This person is there to help you with 

anything you could need and are extremely helpful 

when google translate doesn’t do the job. It is also 

nice to have someone to meet up with in your first 

day or two if you want. The first week before classes 

start is called ‘Hostel Week’. The idea is a week full 

of parties and making friends whilst you adjust to new the city. Go to as many of these events as you 

can – I was amazed at how easy it was to make friends within a few days. There will be many more 

events throughout the semester. I went on the Slovenia trip which was one of the craziest and most 

memorable weekends of my semester. 

Accommodation 

There are several options available to exchange students. Most of the people I met had pre-arranged 

shared apartments. They would find an apartment through an agency or via facebook and rent a room 

for exchange students. In most situations, they were decent apartments and most people were happy 

with them. I chose to find a room after I arrived. In the hostel I met someone to share a house with 

and together we searched for a room. After viewing around 5 apartments we found a perfect place 

which was cheaper and nicer – most people were saying they wish they had arrived before signing up 

to anything in retrospect. I paid 300 euro a month for rent plus around 50 – 70 euro for utilities for a 

brand new and warm apartment in a good location. If you need any advice on good locations or 

anything else feel free to contact me! 

 

University Courses 

Otago University requires you to take 30 ECTS 

while on exchange. This amounts to around 3-4 

Otago courses worth of points – but a much 

lighter workload. My 30 credits was made up of 

five 6 ECTS courses. These ran from the end of 

January to the start of May. My Exams were 

finished before the 20th of May. The courses 

were either counted towards 200 or 300 level 

courses at Otago but required a lot less time. I 

scheduled all of my classes on Tuesday to 

Thursday so I had a four-day weekend every 

week. This is perfect for international trips on 

the weekends. Also I would recommend to not have a morning class on Tuesday as Monday nights are 

as important as the weekend – with some bars having half price. I found most of my courses interesting 

and the lecturers were all very useful. It was very interesting learning about things from a European 



perspective. Note that most classes have compulsory attendance of ¼ of classes so make sure to not 

pick class times you cannot commit to.   

 

Final Tips 

 Go to Budapest – I couldn’t think of a better city to spend exchange on, also it is constantly 

ranked as the 1st or 2nd best location for a European Exchange 

 Say YES – take as many opportunities as you 

can and don’t get stuck in the same routine 

 Ask for help – many aspects of the university 

or city are confusing but everyone is in the 

same boat 

 Download the flixbus, goeuro and skyscanner 

apps for busses, trains and planes around 

Europe. The Hungarian train website is very 

useful once you work out how to use it: 

https://www.mavcsoport.hu/ Also the 

Budapest public transport network ($15 a 

month for unlimited metro, tram and bus – 

ridiculously cheap) is amazing compared to 

anything you have seen in NZ. Get the app 

“BKK FUTAR” and it will tell you how to get 

from a to b. 

 Make sure you know how to get home in your 

first few nights – at first the city can seem like 

a maze compared to  

If you have anything at all you want to know about Budapest or traveling Europe feel free to ask me 

anything! Send an email to ogdwi517@student.otago.ac.nz and I’ll try help as best I can.  
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