
Before Arriving  

 

The most difficult part of going to the Czech Republic is the visa, so get onto it right away. It is 

possible to apply though the Australian embassy before you go but I was unable to do this as by 

the time I got all my documents together it was too late to apply (the visa takes 2 months to 

process). I ended up applying for the visa in Berlin. The staff at the embassy spoke little English 

and were not too welcoming, but once I showed them my acceptance letter from Charles they 

knew what I wanted. The process was actually quite efficient once I had made my application, I 

just had to return a month later and pick it up. The best thing to do is ensure you have all your 

documents together well in advance. Also make sure you check what visa they actually give 

you, as I thought I was receiving a 6 month visa but in fact it was only for 2 months 

 

Another thing I would recommend is learning some basic phrases in Czech. You will get by fine 

with English, especially in the touristy parts of Prague, but you will find people will treat you 

more kindly if you make an attempt at Czech. You will be surrounded by international students 

that speak English the whole time anyway so don’t stress too much about learning the 

language. 

 

I had a Czech friend that I stayed with for a week on arrival, which was super helpful in terms of 

learning the transport system and other things important for daily life. Living with a Czech family 

also allowed me to learn a little about their culture. For these reasons I would suggest 

organising a Buddy for your first week, as this will be really helpful 

 

Accommodation  

 

I was put in Kolej Hostivar, which a dorm filled with mostly international students and a few 

Czechs. I arrived expecting the worst and was surprised to find it really wasn’t that bad. 

Considering I was paying around 40 NZD a week, a warm and dry room, unlimited power and a 

good shower would be more than you get in Dunedin for a much higher price. A pitfall for most 

would be that the rooms are tiny and you will likely have to share a room. I was able to ask to be 

put with another New Zealander, so this was not a problem. I did get stories from a few friends 

about their nightmarish roommates though. Another pitfall is that dorm is located about a 40 min 

tram/30 min metro ride from the city, which can be annoying especially after a long night out. 

But just bring a book with you and I found it to be a good way to relax. Except when it’s rush 

hour and there a hundred people in the tram and you’re sitting under some guy’s armpit. The 

staff at the dorm also speak little English and are frankly quite rude. When I asked if there was 

wifi in the rooms, the guy at the office just laughed at me (turns out you have to buy your own 

router). Overall, it’s definitely worth sticking it out in a dorm for a few weeks. If you really hate it 

then it’s simple to move out 

 

Studies  

 

I intended to study both science and law papers, but upon registration at the Science Faculty I 

was told bluntly this was impossible. Turns out it was, I was just only able to enroll at one 



faculty, but they would accept me studying at other faculties. I was the only non-European 

student in my Geography papers which was interesting. None of the lecturers could quite 

comprehend why I had come all the way from New Zealand to study in Prague. The papers I 

took at the law faculty were fairly simple, but the lecturers were notoriously late and sometimes 

didn’t turn up at all. I soon discovered my Geography papers were at Masters level, and having 

only studied at 200 level before they were a bit challenging. If you don’t understand something 

just ask to meet with a lecturer, as they were mostly willing to help  

 

Food and drink  

 

The food in Prague is super cheap, but not of the highest quality. I mostly ate out, as I was 

never at my dorm and you can get a decent meal for about 100czk (about $6). I gave traditional 

Czech food a go once and didn’t really rate it. Prague has a huge Vietnamese population so it’s 

easy to find Vietnamese food that’s cheap and really good. I quickly discovered that a bowl of 

Pho is the best cure for a hangover. My favorites were Pho Vietnam Tuan & Lan in Namesti 

Miru, and Bahn-mi-ba in the city. My other foodie favourites were Dish burgers, San Carlo, 

Burrito Loco, Bistro 8, Angelato, Falafel U Satala (makes the best falafel in the world but is open 

extremely sporadically, much to my annoyance). In terms of drinking, Prague is the place to be. 

Alcohol (specifically beer) is dirt cheap and the bars are quirky and amazing. My favourite is 

Dog Bar (also known as Vzorkovna) which is where I basically lived on exchange, it’s a grungy 

underground bar with a giant dog roaming round it. In summer the best place to be is a beer 

garden, which is basically where you drink beer outside in a park. Letna is the best one, with 

amazing views of the city and you will find heaps of exchange students go there  

 

The City  

 

I travelled to a lot of different cities in Europe and can honestly say Prague was my favourite. It’s 

cheap, compact, safe and full of interesting quirks. The history of the city is fascinating, check 

out the Museum of Communism if you can, although it’s hard to find as it’s ironically tucked 

between McDonald's and the Casino. Prague has so much to offer beyond the tourist centre. 

There are so many pretty neighbourhoods on the outskirts of the city that are home to the 

coolest art galleries, bars, cafes, bookshops etc. My favourites were Letna, Karlin and Zizkov. I 

did a lot of running in Prague and found a whole host of green spaces to explore. My favourites 

were Petrin hill, Letenske sady and Havlickovy sady. The transport system in Prague is 

fantastic, and in my experience ran pretty on time (except for the buses). There’s an app you 

can download on your phone and you just put in where you are and where you want to go and it 

was tell you the fastest way of getting there. Make use of the S train especially if you are at 

Hostivar, it gets you to the city in less than 20 minutes! As soon as you get your student ID card 

buy a 3 month ticket, as this is so much cheaper than buying individual day tickets.  

 

 

 

 

 



Summary 

 

I would highly recommend Prague as an exchange destination, particular to those on a budget. 

Don’t be put off by the bureaucracy and initial unfriendliness of Czechs as it’s all part of the 

experience. Make the most of Erasmus events, as this is something I regret missing. It’s easy to 

find a group of friends and get comfortable, but try and put yourself out there to meet a diverse 

range of people. Lastly, it’s inevitable that things are going to go wrong and your exchange 

won’t be exactly as you imagined. Just go with it and make the most of every opportunity you’re 

presented with! 

 


