
International study deepens 
academic outcomes, creates long-
term, generational relationships and 
influences our worldview, and so the 
University of  Otago has initiated and 
developed a unique experience for 
indigenous students at our partner 
universities: the Tūrangawaewae, Pōkai 
Whenua Indigenous International 
Exchange Programme.  
Each year, around 240 University of  Otago 
students elect to study at one of  Otago 
University’s 90-plus partner universities around 
the world through the University’s Global Student 
Exchange programme. Approximately the 
same number of  international students come to 
Dunedin.
The Tūrangawaewae, Pōkai Whenua programme 
provides a more tailored and unique international 
exchange option for tauira Māori (Māori students) 
to study overseas by being hosted by and 
welcomed within an indigenous community 
with strong ties to the host university. This 
connection creates the platform for progressing 
their academic studies, and creating future 
careers in indigenous advancement.  Similarly, the 
programme provides wider options for indigenous 
students who value a reciprocal arrangement to 
study in Aotearoa New Zealand.

A culturally-driven 
study experience 
introducing 
tomorrow’s indigenous 
leaders to a global 
academic community.
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T-urangawaewae,  
P-okai Whenua
A place to stand,  
a world to explore

For information contact  
Tūrangawaewae, Pōkai Whenua programme 

exchange@otago.ac.nz



Kitenga – Vision
The vision for Tūrangawaewae, Pōkai Whenua is for an 
immersive indigenous community-to-community knowledge 
exchange that results in an internationally experienced cohort of  
Māori students with links to other Universities. The programme 
promotes a deep, expansive and long-term connection between 
indigenous communitites and universities relevant to future study, 
research and academic collaboration. Tūrangawaewae, Pōkai 
Whenua also allows tauira to broaden their understandings of  
global indigeneity by interacting with members of  the local  
tribal authorities.

The foundation of  Tūrangawaewae, Pōkai Whenua is the 
connection  - a-kanohi (face to face) - between the indigenous 
communities (mana whenua/traditional owners) of  the land that 
participating universitites sit on. This allows whānau (families of  
the students) and universities to feel reassured that the students 
will be looked after when they travel to their land.

Manaakitanga – Hospitality
The University of  Otago takes very seriously its historical 
relationship with the Māori community, and prides itself  on 
integrating this into its strategic, academic and cultural policies 
and programmes. Otago has a partnership with Ngāi Tahu, 
the principal iwi (tribe) of  the South island, and its three local 
Dunedin rūnaka (local tribal authority) – Ōtākou, Puketeraki and 
Moeraki. The University has partnerships with other iwi around 
the country and with indigenous health organisations. These 
ensure the appropriate manaaki (hospitality) is extended to Māori 
staff and students, and allows for a variety of  programmes to take 
place. Students also directly benefit from these partnerships by 
hosting important visitors to events, and involving local leaders  
in research.

Partner Universities
Up to 12 universities are expected to participate in future, on 
a rotational basis of  four per year sending one student each 
to Otago in the second semester (July-November). Any over-
demand will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

Outbound Otago students will satisfy exchange criteria and may 
commence their semester abroad at any time during the year – 
according to host university requirements.

The Programme
The Tūrangawaewae, Pōkai Whenua is a one-semester course 
(up to 15 weeks), when the student will study papers related to 
their degree programme, and earn credits. 

Host universities will provide accommodation, manaakitanga 
(hospitality), as well as community support and engagement. 

At Otago, the experience will include a Māori host who resides 
in the University Flats house along with several other students;  
a Te Roopu Māori (University of  Otago Māori Students’ 
Association) student liaison; involvement in campus and local 
events; spending time at our local marae; and introductions to 
the Māori social, cultural, and research community on campus.

Overseas universities and communiteis will tailor their cultural 
programme to their unique circumstances

A guide book with appropriate local information about Otago 
will be provide to visiting students upon acceptance into the 
programme.

Administrative issues
Agreements and MOUs will be revised or set up between Otago 
and particpiating universities.

Each partner university will be responsible for advertising and 
selecting students, and ensuring all the appropriate exchange 
criteria are met.

Study costs are met on a reciprocal basis; accommodation (and 
in some cases meal plan costs) are met by the host; and most 
expenses for cultural activities will be covered by the university 
and its community.

He Tararo
Waka taua


