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The City: 

Prague is a diverse city which offers a lot outside of your university study including historic churches, 

castles and bridges, which you could never experience in New Zealand. Also the city does have a 

strong culture of restaurants, bars and nightclubs. Personally, I found the best part of Prague was 

this was all provided for a reasonably cheap price. The Czech Republic’s central location in Europe 

makes it an ideal base for travelling throughout Europe during your time away.  

The study: 

During my time here I completed my BCom majoring in Economics and Finance, the level of exams 

was generally easier than Dunedin as English wasn’t some student’s first language. Though the finals 

were easier, during the semester I found the workload to be a little more than in Dunedin with a 

greater number of tests and presentations occurring weekly.  The University of Economics (VSE) was 

located about 15 minutes from the halls residents and around another 5-10 minutes from the 

central city (by tram). The classes tended to be made up of mainly exchange students which was 

helpful for group assignments and meeting people who live at the same halls of residents, but it did 

mean that there tends to be limited interaction with the local Czech students. I found that VSE did 

provide a wide range of papers in my chosen subjects so I had no issues finding similar papers to 

match to Otago equivalents. I took a basic Czech language paper while I was here as well, it was nice 

to learn some of the local language but this isn’t necessary for day to day life in Prague, as most 

younger people can speak fluent English. I recommend trying to do some Intensive courses as an 

easy way to get some credits finished in only a few days. 

 



Transport: 

Public Transport in Prague is a lot better than in New Zealand and includes trams, buses and a Metro 

system. I used the trams mainly and they were a quick and easy way to get around. The cost for a 3 

month student pass costs 720 CZK (approx. $40 NZ), which gives you access to all forms of transport 

and was really cheap considering I used it daily during my semester away. Trams run through the 

night though they are less frequent, so you can still use public transport to get home after a night 

out. You can get the number 9 tram to get to University, as it has stops outside the University halls 

of residents and in the central city.   

Accommodation: 

I stayed in the Jarov G dormitory for the semester, which is the student accommodation provided by 

VSE. I shared a room during my time away to save some money and it was fine. Every two rooms 

share a common area which includes a kitchen, toilet, shower and wardrobe area. Overall the 

accommodation was quite basic with small rooms and a basic kitchen (no oven or microwave), but 

cost a lot less than the halls in Dunedin so you get what you pay for obviously. If you want something 

a little nicer I heard that some students rented apartments in the city though I didn’t know anyone 

personally, apparently the rents were reasonable and it wasn’t too difficult to find a place.  

Food: 

The Food in the Czech Republic isn’t great and mainly consists of goulashes, bread dumplings, pork 

knuckles, sausages and a general lack of vegetables. But once again it is cheap, with meals out 

costing around $10 NZ for a main and a beer. During my stay I tended to be 50/50 on going out and 

cooking meals in my room. There is also a cafeteria at the dorms which offers lunch and dinner from 

as little as $3 NZ.  If Czech food isn’t for you then of course food from all round the world available in 

Prague, so you will be able to find a restaurant serving whatever you want.  

Nightlife: 

There is an abundance of bars and clubs in Prague. Beers cost around $2 NZ at a bar but can be a bit 

more expensive in more touristy areas. There a lot of good clubs in town which offer a good time 

every night. There are also Nation 2 Nation parties run at a different venue every Tuesday by VSE, 

these are for the exchange students and are a great place to make some mates and have a good 

time.  

Visa: 

Sorting out your visa can be a real hassle as you need to send it away to Australia with all the 

required documents and your passport. I did manage to sort it before leaving for Prague but did take 

over 2 months to sort everything. 

I had a great time on exchange in Prague it is a beautiful old city which is full of history. It also 

provides a good University, great nightlife and a very different culture and lifestyle to Dunedin. Best 

of all it is very cheap for Europe, which is ideal for students going on exchange as you can afford to 

travel and enjoy yourself with 


