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I studied at Charles University in Prague for the winter 
semester 2016/2017 and had the most amazing time. 
For anyone considering doing an exchange- go for it! 
You won’t regret it. It’s such an incredible opportunity 
to experience a way of living different to your own, 
surrounded by such a diverse group of students from 
all over the world.  
 
 
 
 

Prague 
I completely fell in love with Prague, which given it was a city filled with such beauty and magical charm it was 
spared by Hitler during WW II, it was to be an inevitable love affair. Prague is such a vibrant, culturally rich and 
unpredictable city and I only wish that my time there didn’t go as quickly as it did! Perhaps the only word of 
warning I would give, to an otherwise flawless city, is that Czech people are not the friendliest. While this is 
quite confronting initially, you soon forget it was ever an issue. 
 
Visa 
Perhaps the biggest issue I encountered on my exchange was the Visa application process. Unfortunately, 
Charles University was (and overall still is) very unorganized and failed to send out their acceptance letters at 
the same time as all the other Universities, meaning that I left New Zealand without being accepted into a 
University (very daunting, I know). This delay meant I was unable to send my documents to the consulate in 
Sydney, but rather took multiple trips to the Berlin consulate. I would advise getting all your documents for 
your Visa organized well in advance, as once you lodge your application the process can take up to six weeks.  
 
Accommodation 
The one and only regret I have regarding my exchange in Prague is my decision to stay in student 
accommodation offered through Charles University, rather than organizing a flat in the city. To be fair, due to 
the delay in my Visa this was out of my hands. I was placed at Kolej Komenskeho, which while in a great 
location in Prague 6, was genuinely an experience I could have gone without. The many unreasonable rules 
that were enforced were unbearable at times and the fact the staff spoke little English and were often very 
rude made it almost impossible to feel at home in the dormitory. However, in hindsight this ended up having a 
positive effect on me, as I was pushed into exploring Prague and making connections with people in lectures 
and at exchange events.  
 
Kolej Komenskeho was very basic and quite run down. Most students shared a room and then a small kitchen 
and bathroom was shared amongst four (two rooms with two students per room). No cooking equipment was 
provided, but there was a small fridge and a hot plate that sat on the benchtop. While the facilities offered 
were limited, the cost per month (inclusive of electricity and internet) was about $250NZ which is ridiculously 
cheap and meant I could afford to travel in the weekends.   
 
Money 
One of the many great things about Prague is that the cost of living is very cheap compared to New Zealand, as 
well as other European cities. For example, you can easily buy a quality meal for 100 Czech korunas, which is 
roughly $5NZ.  In terms of budgeting for your exchange, I would highly recommend saving about $12,000NZ. 
However, it does depend on how much travelling you want to do, as I spent the majority of my money during 
the 3 months I travelled prior to my exchange in Prague.  
 



University  
I enrolled in the Faculty of Social Sciences and took five papers 
that equaled four Otago BA papers. Classes were a lot 
different to what I was used to at Otago. Rather than being in 
big lecturer theaters, my classes had no more than 25 
students, were a lot more interactive (class discussions 
expected) and the readings were essential. I would 
recommend choosing your papers carefully with particular 
focus on what day(s) of the week they are on. I was very lucky 
and managed to only have lectures on Monday-Wednesday, 
which meant I could spend five days travelling.  
 
I had heard from previous exchange student that the University course load was a lot easier in Europe 
compared to at Otago, however, this unfortunately cannot be said for the courses I studied. Because the 
course application process at Charles University is a first-come-first-served system, whereby the Czech 
students are given preference, I was unable to sign up for the courses on my Learning Agreement. 
Unfortunately, the only courses I could get approved were at Master level, so while the workload was perhaps 
heavier than I would have liked it was by no means harder than the courses I had studied in Otago.  
 
Food/Drink 
The options in this department are honestly endless in Prague! And yes, it is true that beer is cheaper than 
water- a fact that I found hard to believe. Some of my favourite places to eat and drink are as follows:  

 Lehka hlava 

 Café Savoy (the vetrnik is a must!) 

 Las Adelitas  

 Dish 

 La Boheme 

 Coffee room 

 Hany Bany 

 Chapeau Rouge  

 Bukowski’s Bar 

 Cross club 

 Burrito Loco 
 

 
Transportation 
The public transport in Prague is amazing.  I bought a five-month 
student pass that included all metros, busses and trams and it 
only cost about $60NZ. This is seriously cheap by New Zealand and 
even European standards. All forms of public transport were 
exceptionally reliable and will be all you’ll ever need to get around 
the city. However, I would warn against using the public transport 
without a valid ticket/pass, as you will often find a big and scary 
Czech man asking you see your ticket and you will be fined if you 
are without one! 
 
 

 
  


