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My Exchange Evaluation

Basidnformation
Host University National University of Singapore

Semester & Year of Exchang{ Otago S2 2019 (NUS S1 AY19/20)

Otago degree(s) Bachelor of Science

Major(s) Computer Science

Academics/ course load
Which papers did you take whilst on exchange?

Course title Language of | Otago equivalent Otago credit
instruction value

CS3219 Software Engineering English COSGC® Software 18

Principles & Patterns Engineering

CS321arallel Computing English COSC3~~ 18

MA2101Linear Algebra English MATH02 18

Any comments about these papers?
Software Engineering Principles & Patterns had a very hard 40% group project. The Parallel
computingassignmentsvere quite conceptually difficulbut satisfying.

How did the academic experience/ workload/ style of teaching differ from Otago?

There were more group projects a@ehour-long lectures instead of The marks were generously
bell-graded at the endbut the internalworkloadwas harder than Otago, with more complex
systems setup asked for the computing projects.



Accommodation

What accommodation did you stay MWhat were the pros and consyafuraccommodation?
| stayed inUTown Residence

Pros:

- Fantastic facilities: gymooftop pool, convenience stores, 2 cheap food courts, campus bus
stop etc

- Clean, well maintained apartments

- Communal area in apartents

- Independent living by being sedhtered

- Nonaircon room wagjood value for money angell ventilated with the fan

- Sometimes loud with events

- Inconvenient to get into the citg 20 min away from nearest MRT statidny walking or
campus bus

- Few social eventsr sense of community

Money matters

Please detail your basic costs, e.g. accommodation, flights, visanfuwdnce
Allin NZD so subject to conversion rate and fees

Accommodation $3,212covering all utilities and access to pool, gym(@tc. conversion fees)

Flightsg approx. ¥00 to Singapore, $1100 badk/ihg around Christmas is expensitrg,to book
return flightsA ¥ & 2 dz€ebidid sBn2edtediridl not leave it until your travel plasslidify like |
RARXO

Visag approx. $100paid online

Food¢ S&10+a day fomeals from thecampus food courts$$G$46 for a hawker centre meal,
SGR0+ for arestaurant mealYou can eat very well in Singapore R2$80 a weelkyless hawker
centres!

Transportg NZb1-2 each way foMRTand bus rides, free buses around campus (including from
UTown toKent Ridge MRT statipNZ#2-20 for Grab (uber equivalentlepending on demand and
distance

Insuranceg NZ$600 for a policy that coverédvelling after my course finisheglus a ~NZ$70
mandatory studentinsurancE N2 Y b! { SKAOK OFy 0SS OflFAYSR 2y R2(
University Health Centre.

What means il you use to access your financ&gRat would you recommend? (Credit card, Cash
passport, foreign bank account, etc.)

| useda lowfee ATM at the neare¥IRT station to get out castut when the exchange rate was
favourable with my NZ FastCash EFTPQ5Ilassed cash for most transactions and loading my MRT
card. | used my debit card for online payments and Grab (uber equivalent)



Visas & Insurance

Did you have to apply for a visa? What was the process?

| appliedonline or my Student Pass, whiete received aften paperworkheavy collection exercise
at the universityl was only allowed to stay 90 days in the country before collecting the pass, and
had to return it before leaving the country after my studies ended.

Did your host university hasanandatory insurance?
Yesc covering me while in Singapore only. | did not draw upon it.

Extracurricular/Social Activities

What organied activities were available to students? What egtnaicular activities would you

recommend to future exchange séunds?

There were many social events and tetuwnning in the first few weeks before university started

from NUS iCare | would recommend thost meet some people initially anget an idea of how to

get around the cityThere was also parivate organisatin that runs parties fointernational students

from all the universities in Singapoggh ¥ €2dz ft A1 S Of dzooAy3d LQR NBO2YYS
Guestlist.There were university club events often running at UTplurt in general the events

petered outas he semesterwentogA 1 Qa4 AYLR NIl yid (2 Lldzomake8d STTF2NI
friend group before thevorkload kicks in.

What was the university/ city like?

The university waserywell appointed(though there were reavations going on while | was there
so | did not get to use the Central Library or Computing canteen) freiluent buses to cross the
large hilly (butgorgeously greenjampus Therewere many cheap places to eat or get snacks at all
hours(Singaporeantve food!)and the computer labs were a great place to do work. There were
not many group study rooms on campusit this should beectified with the Central Library
opening again.

The citywas amazing. Cheap reliable public transpoteresting dtractions and landmarksgheap

fantastic Asian food everywhere (agdeat Western if you have more of a budgetyvesome

nightife¢ £t 02 K2t | yR O02@3SNJ OKI NBSa N8B SELISyairdsS odz
Wednesdaysnake it comparable to Dunedh ¥ & 2 dzQ NB adndgteat BdaiheX Rriddygl] S N
adjust to the28-32 C weather and high humidity every diégok me about a month).

Anyrecommendations fahings to do, places to visit, places to etat?

Travel around SoutEastAsia is very eand cheapf N2 Y { Ay 3+ LI2NB X odzi &2dz R2
somewhere everynonth ¢ | enjoyed having a few travel experiences exploring Singapore more than
constantly planning logistics for another trip

There is a huge rge ofdeliciousindian, Chinese, Malay and other dishes | had never even heard of
0ST2NE O2YAy3 G2 {Ay3l LIONKEIE LygoiglivRhanBaEehtras wkhdzy Y I A
friends

Gardens By The Bay has a student pass that gives you unlaoiteds to the Flower and Cloud
Domesandthe Skywallon top of the Supertree gardes. KSNBE Qa | f a2 FNBS f AIKGAK
the SuperTree garden



Holidays bring lots of events around the city (Deepvali at Little India, Chinese New Year and National
Dayall over the island, Christmas at Gardens by the Bagl)it always pays to do some research to
aSS ¢gKIFIiQa 3I2Ay3 2y |G GKS Y2YSyido

¢t KSNBEQa || f a 2vernts inftHe gearpahdSingabdreSnasch more range ofoods to buy
and deals than New Zeadd.

Anytipsfor future students?

- Pack lightweight, loosétting, breathableclothes a fan adrink bottleand a messenger bag
to avoid the dreaded sweatatches Though you will need a few light jackets for the lecture
halls where they crank up the AC

- Always pick the flight with extra baggagé G Qa dza ST dzf ¢b@tBangerd KI @S G2
storage,bedding etc there only to discard it 6 months later becasisg@ping the stuff home
costs more than it was to buy.

- Adjusting to the heat sucksdrink more vater than you think you need to, slow down your
walking speed significanthhave cold showers before bethd know it does get better

- NUShas a heavy focus on group projegtee prepared for that

- Checkyour prerequisites andesearchanyli K A y 3 & tdbeken tiugtd Bef6r@hand | was
caught out by a paper | technically met the prerequisites for but lacked practical experience
and knowledgdocalstudents had

Overall Experience

Please write one paragrajbr more)about your exchange experienBéeasénclude some photbs
My exchange exgrience in Singapore wasirprising, difficult, rewardingnd ultimately the best
way | could havéinished off my undergraduate degree.

After somelastminute course problemd fad to apply for a new paper 8ingapore due to the one

| got accepted into being cancelled, luckily there was ré@nme) andvery drawnout packing, |

arrived in Singapore ithe end of July 201y first few weeks were exhausting but fuexploring

the city, meeting new people andorking outthe routine of my daily life at NUSingapore is a very
FO0O0S&aaArofsS OAlGe FYR FLINIL FNRY (KS KSIFG L KIFER y?2
laAly SEOKIy3S SELISNASYyY O SheiohtindtbyyBursalffefore.2 dzQ3S y S 38

As | got into the semestehowever, | realized | waseverely underqualifietbr the 40% group
project in my Software Engineering paper duenoreased practical emphasis at NUS aotltaking
the second semestdiNFO papethat would have givie me the experience necessahhad to deal
with a complex projectising languages and frameworks | had never heardlohg with3 Parallel



Computingassignmentsvith heavy workloadgrying to keep up with my Linear Algebra paper

puttingti K& Sy SNH& Ay G2 YF1S FNASYRA 6AGK GKS | Ol dzt
exploring the cityThe latter three goals fell by the wayside, and apart fromsé from a friend and

atrip to Indonesia with my parent in the misemester breakh@alf spentworking on a Parallel
Computingassignment)L.  RA Ry Q0 3 S {itheanithiie oftiedbiestsrdzOK A Y

o

=

Thiswas definitely the most academically challendiinge | hadexperienced in universitgo far, and

thoughY 2 & i LJS 2 hdbethat i2\2lyofiallenge in their courses on excharthe negative

effecton your motivation and time management an unfamiliar environment and reduced support
systemhaved K 2 dzf Ry Qi 6 S dzy RS NB a (i A-fdil, thirtk Badefuly go8yfyokr ¥ & 2 dz | |
prerequisites, experienceand workload before pickingnore than one hard paper.

As the semester approached an endecided to make more of an effort to catch up with a few
acquaintances that | had enjoyed the company of most. This ended up being a mtexh bet
approach than exhausting myself tryingkeep a large friend groymndl had a lovelglayon my
birthday despite being on assignment crunch time.




After my finalassignmentsl, went to Ao Nang, Thailand féive days withmy Kiwi apartmeninate,
which wasgorgeous, cheap and the perfectwaytounwdnd L 6 Qa + 3INBF G GAYS G2 0
few weeks before your exasn

Exams came and went in a blurabfeat sheetsand | had five days foack up my entire lifand say
goodbye tomy friends ad Singapore itself.

I had booked an Intrepid tour in Vietnaior after examsthinking a fullblowntrip with friends

would be too stressful to organise mysdlfany people | talked to had great times organising long

trips with friends themselves, blt ¥ & 2 dzZQNB & 2 Y S 2 ¥ Snakesute OtheFpfedple & LINK & &
are having agood timeré 2 dzZQNBE 3I2Ay3 a2YSHKSNBE gAGK GNARAOl& (1
recommendone of these tours.

Overall, | hadn extremely rewarding experiencehdd greattravel experienceand met some
lovely people, but also learned to deal with adversity and doing the best you can when you feel
completely overwhelmed. Ife Ay f 2 @S 6 A GK {dvefsBduliudasielinwly f A FSadef .



planning to work there someay), but alscememberedthingsto appreciate about New Zealarahd
Duneding KSy LQR LINB@A2dzate o6SSy I oAl aixodo|l 27F 2dzNJ d:

I chose Singapore because | wantedjtbsomewhere in Asia that was access#rld experience big

city living, diverseulture, great food and travel opportunities.ritet all my expectationand

surprised me in somewaystdo L QR KA 3IKf & NBO2YYSYR {Ay3dlLR2NB I a
NUS as a university.



