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Kia ora from Otago
The University of  Otago schools’ liaison team offers you friendly 
greetings and best wishes for a prosperous and enjoyable 2020. It 
is hard to believe we are now one-fifth of  the way through the 21st 
century!

We trust that you have had a restful summer break and we are 
looking forward to working with you and your students to plan the 
next stage of  their educational journey.

Our introductory visits will commence shortly and by now you 
should have received our initial mailout, which included:

• important dates for career advisers 2020/2021

• an updated Masterfile Index and new subject information sheets
(Agricultural Innovation and Global Studies for 2020)

• our Required and Recommended Background Subjects sheet

• intro visit posters

Updated information regarding any further changes to our 
programmes will be provided at your regional Career Advisers’ 
Update Day, or if  you are new to the role, additional information is 
available by request.

 

2019 in reflection
The last 12 months have been extremely busy at the University 
of  Otago, highlighted by our 150th anniversary celebrations. 
Over 150 events were held to mark the significant milestone, with 
highlights including the Clocktower picnic, a museum exhibition, 
the publication of  a book focused on 150 years of  history, and the 
Queen’s Birthday celebrations.

We also opened our new Clinical Services Building in the Dental 
School in June, following a $130 million upgrade. The four-storey 
building, located on Great King Street, includes 214 new patient 
chairs (61 more than previously) and state-of-the-art equipment and 
facilities.

It remains the only national centre for dentistry in the country and is 
considered one of  the world’s most modern dental training facilities.

Work continues on the second stage of  the project with the 
development of  an atrium between the new building and the 
existing Walsh Building (site of  the former dental school), as well as 
the refurbishment of  the heritage-listed Walsh Building itself.

Once completed, the Walsh Building will house laboratories for 
research, teaching and student spaces, along with academic offices.

Staffing changes
There have been some staffing changes in two of  our three offices, 
as well as a change of  location for “team Dunedin”. Having been 
previously based in Scott Shand House, the Dunedin office has 
relocated to the Clocktower Building (G02 and G03). Sandra 
Spence has returned from her year of  travel to resume her Liaison 
Officer role. Iain McGilchrist has moved from his fixed-term role 
covering Sandra to a permanent position as Manager of  Entrance 
Scholarships, replacing Robin Quigg who has returned to academia.

We are pleased to announce the appointment of  Jack Scanlan 
to the new role of  Pacific Liaison Officer. Jack will be based in 
our Auckland office and will be visiting schools throughout New 
Zealand. Jack is of  Samoan descent and lives in Mangere with his 
wife Nicky (Ngāti Tūwharetoa) and their three children (19, 10 
and 6). Jack has a Master of  Applied Social Work from Massey 
University and is a current doctoral candidate. He has been 
lecturing in social work at a range of  Auckland tertiary providers. 
He has had a career in the police force as a project manager, and 
was acting CEO for Genesis Youth Trust, working to get youth 
offenders into education.  

In our residential colleges, two of  our college heads have had a 
change of  scenery and there have been some new appointments. 
After a long association with Studholme College, Ziggy Lesa has 
moved to Cumberland College as the new head. Johnny Nu’u has 
been appointed the new Studholme College head and will start work 
in March. Nick Bates has moved from Cumberland College to lead 
Salmond College, replacing the now-retired Maurie Jackways. Late 
last year, Ali Norton was appointed the new warden of  Carrington 
College, with Robyn Madden also moving into retirement. 



New building updates
Construction continues on the new Otago dental teaching facility 
in South Auckland. The $28.2 million two-storey, 32-chair building 
includes both dental teaching facilities and a patient treatment 
clinic. 48 final-year Bachelor of  Dental Surgery students will be 
assigned to the Counties Manukau facility at any one time and work 
is expected to be completed this year.

The $26 million School of  Performing Arts building is nearing 
completion. The new home for the Department of  Music, Theatre 
and Performing Arts is located behind the Bill Robertson Library in 
Union Street East. Features of  the new building include recording 
studios and booths, control and isolation booths, and percussion 
rooms. It will include 12 acoustically rated spaces, with hundreds of  
acoustic boxes to help stop sound and vibration interference.

The University has also commenced plans to build a new 450-bed 
residential college to meet a forecast increase in enrolments and 
to replace the existing Te Rangi Hiroa College, which is in the 
Dunedin Hospital rebuild zone. The college will be constructed on 
university-owned land on the corner of  Albany and Forth Streets 
and is scheduled to be operational for the 2023 academic year. It 
will be built on seven levels over four wings and will include 125 en-
suite rooms, professional college staff accommodation, office spaces, 
a dining hall and kitchen, and multi-functional communal spaces. 
The new college will boost the number of  residential beds by 325 
and will incorporate input from Te Rangi Hiroa’s iwi and local Ngāi 
Tahu throughout the design process.

A new Clean Lab will support a growing diversity of  research in 
archaeology, climate change, and biomedical, earth, and forensic 
sciences. The laboratory is a metal-free laboratory, producing 
filtered air 100,000 times cleaner than outside air. It is the most 
extensive of  its kind in New Zealand and will enhance Otago’s 
established reputation in trace metal research.

Wider university news
The Hands-On at Otago programme was a great way for many 
Otago staff to welcome the new academic year. Just over 360 senior 
secondary students from 167 schools throughout New Zealand were 
involved in the week-long live-in programme in mid-January. The 
students participated in a wide range of  learning activities offered 
by the four University divisions – Business, Humanities, Health 
Sciences, and Science. There were close to 30 morning “projects” 
and a similar range of  afternoon “snacks” to keep students engaged 
and motivated. Several social activities helped to keep energy levels 
balanced including sports and a dance.

The University of  Otago has once again topped the key 
Government indicators that measure the educational performance 
of  students at New Zealand’s universities. Released by the Tertiary 
Education Commission (TEC), the performance indicators examine 
course and qualification completion rates, retention rates and study 
progression. According to these measures, Otago ranked a clear first 
for overall course completion (89%), qualification completion (73%) 
and first-year retention (84%). Otago also ranked first for Māori and 
Pacific student qualification completions, first for Māori and second 
for Pacific student retention, and second for Māori and Pacific 
student course completion.

University of  Otago researchers are the recipients of  $22 million 
of  Marsden Fund grants, covering over 30 projects including a $3 
million inaugural Marsden Fund Council Award. In total, $83.6 
million was allocated to 125 research projects throughout the 
country. Research projects from Otago for 2020 and beyond include 
genetic marking in metabolic diseases, binary magnetic gases, Māori 
string “whai” figures, invasive plant and animal species threatening 
our biosecurity, and online medical crowdfunding.
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Liaison team contacts

University of Otago  |  Auckland Centre  |  Level 4  
University of Otago House
385 Queen Street  |  PO Box 5543
Wellesley Street  |  Auckland 1141
Tel 09 373 9704 
Email auckland.liaison@otago.ac.nz

University of Otago
Wellington City Office  |  Level 5
117 Lambton Quay  |  Wellington 6011
Tel 04 460 9805
Email wellington.liaison@otago.ac.nz

University of Otago
Clocktower Building  |  G02/G03  |  Leith Street
PO Box 56  |  Dunedin 9054
Tel 03 479 8247 
Email liaison@otago.ac.nz

Auckland Wellington Dunedin

otago.ac.nz/liaison/people


