
Our 2022 programmes are hands-on and designed to
immerse students in learning about their local environment.
Many of these unique programmes are now available
ONLINE.

For further details phone - 021 4 OCEAN
or see our website: www.marine.ac.nz

Nelson/Malborough/Tasman region

Join scientists and wildlife at the NZ Marine Studies Centre

Marine Discoveries 
for Schools
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Online Ocean Puppet Show! 
This fun and adventurous puppet show, developed and performed by Richard de Hamel, is guaranteed to put the
“fun” into learning. Led by a rather hungry and at times grumpy Trumpeter fish, students learn about the weird
and wonderful strategies his marine friends use to find their food. Episode 2 has just been released and has a
focus on camouflage. The puppet shows can be linked to a zoom session with and Aquarist at the NZ Marine
Studies Centre. Early Childhood – Year 6. Level 1-3.

Please note: the prices quoted are for NZ schools only and do not include GST. We are happy to adapt these programmes
for other interested groups. 

Our programmes are hands-on and designed to immerse students in learning about their local environment. Many of
these unique programmes are now available ON-LINE. 

Phone: 021 4 OCEAN  Email: portobello.marinescience@otago.ac.nz  WWW.MARINE.AC.NZ 

Programmes 2022 

PRIMARY LEVEL

Voyage of Discovery - with Steadfast
This programme takes place aboard the Steadfast, a chartered vessel from Nelson, Picton or Mistletoe Bay.
Students undertake a range of  duties while on board. These include helping to haul the sails, steer the boat,
navigate and plot our position on the chart, take soundings (measure the depth), use a traditional ship’s log
(for measuring speed), identify seabirds and other wildlife, take plankton and bottom samples, and more! 4 - 5
hours. Year 4-8 Levels 3-4. 
Cost - $800 for vessel, $4 per student
Download full information about the Voyage of Discovery – Nelson/Picton/Mistletoe Bay programme (PDF file,
86 KB)

Online Māori Fishing Technology 
Imagine the local environment when Māori first arrive in the area. What were the sources of food, shelter and
water? Explore the thinking of a subsistence society and the technology it inspired. Māori developed the fish
hook beyond that of any other peoples. Using modern facsimiles, we look at how they worked. We examine the
raw materials available, and look at how to prepare and use those materials. Students learn how to work replica
Māori drills (tuwiri), extract flax fibre, make a sample of fishing line, and try their hand at survival skills, building
traps and making fire. 1 hour. Year 3-8, Levels 2-4.
Download full information about the Māori Fishing Technology programme (PDF file, 130 KB).
Watch a short video about this programme.

Online Seas according to Cormorant (SOAK)
“Soak” is the loveable, but unreliable, Pied Cormorant behind a new series of short videos. Fortunately, “Soak”,
who is a pied shag, is helped along by our Nelson-based educator, Richard de Hamel. Soak is of course a puppet,
but he seems to take on a life of his own! 7 short videos, accompanied by activity sheets, cover topics from
plankton and seaweeds, through to seals and seabird and a few things in between. From adaptation to food
webs, they are guaranteed to spark student’s curiousity. Year 3-8, Level 2-4.

Online Live from the Fish Tank 
Join a marine scientist and encounter the weird and wonderful adaptations of marine plants and animals. Live-
streamed directly to your classroom, students will be encouraged to imagine living underwater and compare
their own adaptations to their distant swimming relatives. Year 1-8, Level 1-4.

Seashore Studies (Marine Metre Squared) 
Uncover the secrets on the seashore by peeking under rocks and in tide pools. Find the crabs, snails,
seaweed, and other animals that live on the shore. Investigate and understand why marine animals live
where they do. Use survey techniques to count and identify the plants and animals in a 1m x 1m square of
the shore. The class will collect real data that will then be uploaded to the national database at mm2.net.nz.
You will be able to compare your findings with other school classes throughout New Zealand. Real science
for real people! 2 hours (tide dependent). Years 3-8, Level 2-4.
Cost - $4 per student
Download full information about the Intertidal Studies and Marine Metre Squared programme (PDF file, 110
KB)

Online Live from the Shore 
If a field trip is not possible… join a marine scientist on an exploration of the local coastline while it is live-
streamed directly to your classroom. Ask questions and learn great stories to tell your own whānau next time
you go on a seashore scramble. 1 hour (tide dependent).Year 1-8, Level 1-4.
Online Meeting with a Marine Scientist

https://www.otago.ac.nz/marine-studies/learning/nelson/otago090379.pdf
https://www.otago.ac.nz/marine-studies/learning/nelson/otago090375.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5N9ofAJw4q0
https://www.otago.ac.nz/marine-studies/learning/nelson/otago090374.pdf


Voyage of Discovery and Shark Spy
This programme takes place aboard the Steadfast Sail, a chartered commercial sailing vessel. Students help to
sail the boat, learn navigation skills, identify seabirds and other wildlife, as well as taking plankton and bottom
samples. The students will also use baited underwater video systems (BUVs) to learn more about the shark
population in local waters. The video footage collected will be taken back to school and analysed. The
information collected will be added to the Shark Spy citizen science project. 5 hours. Year 9-13 Levels 4-6.
Cost - $800 for vessel and $4 per student
Download full information about the Voyage of Discovery senior programme (PDF File, 86 KB) 

Online Shark Spy
Join a shark scientist to learn about the role of sharks in the marine ecosystem and why shark populations are
under threat. Take part in a research project to better understand sharks in NZ waters. Students will learn about
science inquiry and participate in analysing film footage take with baited underwater video systems (BUVs).
Discussion will highlight ways to extend their study in the local region. 1 hour. Year 9-13,  Levels 4-6.
Watch a short video about this programme.

Mussel Workshop (NCEA level 3, Bio 3.1)
This programme is run in conjunction with the Cawthron Institute and NMIT Aquaculture. Students are exposed
to real research, in a real research facility with the support of real research scientists! Using aquaculture
species, students can investigate one a wide variety of influences on their animals. How do small animals
respond to temperature, light, salinity, sound, water current, chemical pollutants, micro plastics, algal
concentration, pH, magnetism etc. 2 days. Year 13, Level 7-8.
Cost - $15 per student
Download full information about the Small Animal Study (NCEA level 3, Bio 3.1) programme (PDF file, 159 KB)
Watch a video of Nelson College for Girls taking part in the programme.

Online Meeting with a Marine Scientist
All our programmes can be supported either partly or fully by distance, allowing students to engage with our
scientists. Examples include:
 i) support for data analysis and interpretation of 3.1 achievement standards in Science
 ii) live dissection and feedings for demonstrations of adaptations (relevant to form and function in biology)
 iii) live induction in a Marine Metre Squared survey so students are equipped to carry one out themselves. 

SECONDARY LEVEL

Please note: the prices quoted are for NZ schools only and do not include GST. We are happy to adapt these programmes
for other interested groups. There is also a travel levy for programmes outside the Nelson area. 
 

Phone: 021 4 OCEAN  WWW.MARINE.AC.NZ  Email: portobello.marinescience@otago.ac.nz

https://www.otago.ac.nz/marine-studies/learning/nelson/otago090379.pdf
https://www.otago.ac.nz/marine-studies/learning/nelson/otago118301.pdf
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/farming/aquaculture/79924870/nelson-students-investigate-aquaculture-at-cawthron-institute

