MM2 in Colville - 2018
We have done 3 samplings on the mudflats of Colville Bay with
a fourth due on the 12th of June. The first two were run with
assistance of Dr Mels Barton to ensure our methods were
correct. This lead to a term of inquiry into “mountain to sea” at
Colville School where the children explored the connection of
catchment to harbour and ocean.
We compared the results of the first 2 samples, one summer
and one winter and found a few differences. We discussed the effect of increased sunlight
in summer on plant growth and species abundance. The students were interested in finding
out if the species moved around on the mudflats depending on the seasons and if the
species were different from the high tide to the low tide mark.
Our third sample was done as a transect from the high to low tide mark. This was in
response to the questions posed by the students after the first two samples.
The MM2 programme has been great for encouraging older students to support the
learning of younger students by working in groups to collect samples, identify species and
record their observations.
The sampling and documenting of species in the mudflats in Colville is important as an
indicator of the health of the harbour. We have many shorebirds that come to feed in
Colville Bay. We have recently had an expert from Pūkorokoro Miranda Shorebird Centre
come and talk to the students about the importance of Colville Bay as a feeding ground for
migratory shorebirds, particularly the bar tailed Godwit.
The gathering of baseline indicator data is really important for informing the Colville
Harbour Care project. Having an easy to use methodology and being able to compare our
results to other parts of New Zealand is a great asset to our project. The MM2 programme
has made it easy to engage the children from Colville School in citizen science and getting
them to think critically about the health of the harbour and the factors impacting it.
As we continue our work in the catchment to improve water quality we hope to see a
positive effect on the health of the harbour and an increase in the abundance and diversity
of species sampled in the MM2 programme in Colville Bay.

