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Matariki Network
The University of Otago is a foundation member of 
the Matariki Network of Universities (MNU),  a select 
international group of outstanding universities, with each 
member among the oldest and foremost places of learning 
in its respective country. The MNU has been established to 
enable the universities to enhance diversity, and to share 
ideas and expertise, recognising a shared commitment to 
excellence in research, scholarship and rounded education.

matarikinetwork.org

This publication is intended as a general guide for postgraduate 
students. The information provided is, as far as possible, up-
to-date and accurate at the time of publication. The University 
reserves the right to add, amend or withdraw programmes and 
facilities, to restrict student numbers and to make any other 
alterations as it may deem necessary. The regulations of the 
University of Otago are published annually in the University 
Calendar.

Published November 2021 by the Division of External 
Engagement, University of Otago.
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The University of Otago is New Zealand’s oldest 
university with a rich history and a strong commitment 
to preparing students for the future.

Our world needs creative and diverse critical thinkers 
who can investigate and understand the nature of 
complex human problems, communicate effectively, 
and act ethically. In the Humanities, we are interested in 
how human beings relate to their diverse and dynamic 
environments in the past, present and future. 
We explore how we interact with one another and 
interpret our experiences, how social and political 
institutions function, how human societies evolve, and 
how different cultures relate to one another. 

We are scholars, practitioners and performers working 
in a diverse range of fields: social sciences, geography, 
arts, law, indigenous studies, performing arts, music 
and education. We offer many different postgraduate 
programmes to suit your interests and your needs. 

We recognise that choosing where to pursue 
postgraduate study is one of the most important 
decisions you will make. To assist you in this decision, 
we have designed this prospectus to inform you about 
our qualifications, scholarships, campus facilities and our 
research in the Division of Humanities Te Kete Aronui. 

Nau mai, haere mai ki te Whare Wānanga o Otāgo. 
We invite you to come and join our community.  

PROFESSOR JESSICA PALMER
BCom LLB(Hons)(Auck) LLM(Cantab) LLM(Auck) CMInstD
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Humanities)
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Nau mai, haere mai, 
tauti mai
Welcome to the University of Otago, Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
first university.

Why postgraduate study         
at Otago?
•  Explore your specialist subject area in depth.

•  Enhance your career prospects – become an   
 expert in your field and stand out in a competitive  
 job market.

•  Fit study around work and life. On campus,   
 distance learning and part-time options available. 

•  Research-active staff who are leaders in              
 their fields. 

• $208 million in external research funding including  
 the PBRF.

•  Internationally recognised qualifications.             
 Otago graduates live and work in more than             
 120 countries.

ŌTEPOTI
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Ranked in the top 1% of 
universities in the world. 

(QS World Rankings)

Maximum 5 Stars plus ranking 
reflects quality and excellence.

More than 1,500 PhD students.

$18 million available in scholarships for 
postgraduate candidates each year.

More than 120 postgraduate 
programmes.

million

1,500

120

Around 4,500 postgraduate 
students.

4,500

$18

uni-overall-6star
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Postgraduate 
Humanities

The Division of Humanities’ 
reputation for research 
excellence, its passionate
researchers and supportive 
culture continue to attract 
postgraduate students to 
Otago.

We offer a comprehensive range of postgraduate options and, 
in a typical year, have around 500 students enrolled for higher 
degrees by thesis. There is also a growing number of students 
studying towards specialised masters’ degrees by coursework.

RESEARCH EXCELLENCE 
The 2018 Performance Based Research Fund (PBRF) quality 
evaluation recognised the Division of Humanities as having 
the largest number of top research departments in arts subjects 
of any university in New Zealand. 
It also confirmed our research strengths. The following 
subject areas were ranked either first or second for the highest 
percentage of A-rated staff in the country: Anthropology 
and Archaeology; Education; History, Classics; Philosophy; 
Sociology, Gender and Social Work; and Theology and 
Religious Studies. We also host five of the top 12 nominated 
academic units within the University.
The 2021 QS World University Rankings by Subject showed 
that the following seven Humanities subject areas at Otago are 
rated in the top 100 in the world: Anthropology; Archaeology; 
Development Studies; Education; Performing Arts; Philosophy; 
and Theology. The University was also awarded five Stars in the 
Arts and Culture category.

Tohu Paerunga – Te Kete Aronui
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humanities.otago.ac.nz

RESEARCH CULTURE
Our strong research culture offers significant advantages 
to students. Our academic staff are active researchers and 
postgraduate students are matched with supervisors who are 
experts in their field.

With Humanities staff currently involved in research all 
over the world, students are able to benefit from close 
collaborative links with an extensive and diverse range 
of research-intensive universities and institutes. This can 
provide opportunities to study abroad, also under expert 
research supervision.

RESEARCH CENTRES, THEMES AND CLUSTERS
Humanities researchers are involved in collaborative, 
multidisciplinary research with colleagues and institutions 
within the University, nationally and internationally.          
Our range of research centres, themes and clusters reflects 
the strength and diversity of these collaborations.

The Centre for Research on Colonial Culture and the Centre 
for Sustainability: Agriculture, Food, Energy, Environment 
are formally recognised and supported University “flagship” 
Research Centres; and the Performance of the Real, Poutama 
Ara Rau and Centre for Global Migrations are University 
Research Themes.

The National Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies; the 
Centre for Theology and Public Issues; the Centre for Law 
and Policy in Emerging Technologies; the Children’s Issues 
Centre; the Centre for the Book; the Centre for Irish and 
Scottish Studies; the Centre for Artificial Intelligence and 
Public Policy; the Centre for Research on Evolution, Belief 
and Behaviour; and the Southern Pacific Archaeological 
Research unit (SPAR) also add to our rich research culture.

5
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Our Dunedin campus has been recognised as one of the most 
beautiful university campuses in the world. Situated close to 
the city centre, all of Dunedin’s best shopping, music, food and 
entertainment are just a short walk away.

The city has a strong cultural focus. Dunedin is a UNESCO 
City of Literature and its museums, libraries and art galleries 
are among the best in New Zealand.

No other city in the country offers the same opportunities 
to get out and explore. Dunedin is surrounded by fantastic 
beaches, hills and harbour waters that offer opportunities for 
a range of activities, from surfing and kayaking to mountain 
biking and hiking. And the stunning lakes and world-
renowned ski fields of Queenstown and Wanaka are only a few 
hours’ drive away.

Studying at Otago

Dunedin is New Zealand’s 
only true student city. 
During semesters, our 
students make up 20 per 
cent of the city’s population, 
creating a community and 
atmosphere that’s unique      
to Otago.

Te ako ki Ōtākou

6
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WHY STUDY WITH US?
• The Division of Humanities’ PBRF quality evaluation 

and QS Rankings confirm its excellence in research.
• Supervisors are national and international experts in 

their field.
• Close collaborative links with many international 

universities and institutes.
• Access to fieldwork sites throughout the Pacific and 

beyond.
• Strong research culture with established research themes, 

centres and clusters.
• Opportunities for postgraduate students to develop their 

teaching skills.
• Financial support available for research-related expenses.

RESEARCH IMPACT
Humanities research helps us make sense of ourselves and our 
communities so that we may better understand our place in a 
rapidly changing world.

Recent research and creative outputs include:

• Performances and music compositions that enable us to 
engage with the human experience.

• Studies on the realities of migration.
• The historical dimensions of New Zealand’s COVID-19 

response.
• Regulatory reform for human embryo research.
• Enhancing indigenous engagement in planning.

Some further examples of diverse and wide-ranging 
Humanities research topics include:

• What are the impacts of World War Two on the Māori 
Home Front during and after this conflict?

• What role does pastoral farming play in the colonisation 
of Aotearoa New Zealand?

• What are the health and environmental benefits of 
walking and cycling for Otago’s secondary school pupils?

• How can we recalibrate New Zealand’s state legal 
system in order to challenge the Crown’s assumption of 
sovereignty over lands and waters treasured by Māori?

• How does performance add to understandings of our 
ecological future?

Awarded 5 Stars in the Arts 
and Culture category. 
(2021 QS Stars)

7
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FACILITIES 
The library and gallery resources for Humanities students 
– both on campus and in the wider Dunedin area – are 
impressive. The University’s Central Library and Robertson 
Library contain more than 2.8 million print and electronic 
items. The Hocken Collections is one of New Zealand’s 
foremost research libraries and contains many rare historical 
publications of national and international significance.

Other facilities include the Digital Humanities Hub, which 
offers a space to study digital technologies along with the 
art and culture they cultivate. The Division’s archaeological 
laboratories include extensive reference material collections 
and a spatial analysis lab with Geographical Information 
System (GIS) facilities. 

The new state-of-the-art Performing Arts centre incorporates 
a number of music recording studios, performance spaces and 
practice rooms for music, dance and theatre. All are equipped 
with the latest technology. The University also hosts weekly 
concerts and theatre productions. 

Dunedin offers other excellent resources of interest to 
Humanities students. Otago Museum, Toitū Otago Settlers 
Museum, the Dunedin Public Art Gallery and the Dunedin 
office of Archives New Zealand are all within a short distance 
of the campus.
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“As a primary school teacher, I think the Master of Arts 
(Coursework) gives me more knowledge, life experience and a 
deeper understanding of education in general. I am enjoying 
covering a wide and diverse range of subjects, and I have been 
introduced to many new concepts and ideas.”
Amy Lock
Master of Arts (Coursework) (Education)

“Postgraduate study can feel lonely and isolating at times, but 
having weekly classes means you meet and form bonds with 
people who are at similar stages in their studies and lives.
“I feel like this master’s sets you up for so many possible 
futures. Further study is always an option, but I also think the 
knowledge gained through the qualification means you are 
well-prepared to do non-academic work.”
Damon Lillis
Master of Arts (Coursework) (Sociology)

“Otago has been a huge support for me. On an information 
level, they’ve been incredible, sourcing ebooks and helping me 
navigate the lockdowns with delivering and returning library 
books, not to mention the IT support. I’ve also been bolstered 
by my supervisors and the wellness coach when the emotional 
toll of studying a disaster I’m living through got too much!”
Heather Tribe
Doctor of Philosophy candidate (Peace and Conflict Studies)
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Pathways to 
postgraduate study

Standard pathway, subject to grade and other 
admission requirements.

Pathway possible under some circumstances.

Professional doctorates available at the University 
of Otago: Doctor of Business Administration, 
Doctor of Clinical Dentistry, Doctor of Education, 
and Doctor of Musical Arts. Pathways to these 
degrees may significantly differ from the 
pathways to PhD and usually require professional 
background.

Postgraduate study 
pathways – Humanities

*

The pathways shown are generic 
and may vary according to specific 
subject disciplines.

This section provides general information about studying at Otago and the postgraduate programmes that are available. For information specific to your field of interest, 
please contact the appropriate academic department, or the International Office if you are an international student. 

Ngā ara ki ngā akoranga paerunga

Bachelor’s

Research 
Master’s

Master’s  
(Coursework 
+ Research)

Coursework 
Master’s

Postgraduate 
Certificate

PhD /
Professional
Doctorates*

HonoursPostgraduate 
Diploma



You can undertake postgraduate 
study by coursework, by research, 
or a combination of the two. 

COURSEWORK 
• Diploma for Graduates (not shown on diagram, but 

can be taken between a bachelor’s and master’s to 
upskill in a particular area)

• Postgraduate Certificate
• Postgraduate Diploma
• Bachelor’s degree with honours 
• Master’s degree by coursework (also known as a 

taught master’s)
Postgraduate study via coursework allows you to 
explore specific subjects in more depth than at 
undergraduate level in either a small taught class or 
individual study environment. Most qualifications 
include a dissertation#.

COURSEWORK AND RESEARCH
• Master’s (coursework + research)
• Professional doctorate
These degrees (except for the Doctor of Musical Arts) 
have an initial coursework phase, followed by a thesis#.

RESEARCH 

• Master’s degree by research 
• Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
These research-only qualifications involve 
independent research under the supervision of an 
academic staff member, and the completion of a 
thesis#. 
# A dissertation and a thesis both involve supervised research that 
explores a research question/s with analysis and a written report of 
findings. A dissertation is normally 40 or 60 points in size. A thesis is 
normally 90 points or more and is of greater scope, depth and length.

11
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DIPLOMA FOR GRADUATES
The Diploma for Graduates is a 
qualification open to graduates. 
Unlike a postgraduate diploma, which 
involves 400-level papers, the Diploma 
for Graduates typically involves 
undergraduate papers (that is, papers at 
100-, 200- and 300-level). 

The Diploma for Graduates comes 
in two forms. In its flexible form, the 
diploma is intended for graduates who 
wish to broaden their undergraduate 
background. Any combination 
of subjects that constitutes an 
academically feasible and justifiable 
programme of study is permitted, 
provided that the chosen combination 
includes enough points at 300-level. 

The endorsed form of the Diploma 
for Graduates identifies a subject of 
specialisation and requires that papers 
be concentrated in that subject. Since 
the endorsed Diploma for Graduates 
is approximately equivalent to a new 
major subject, it is often used as a 
bridge to postgraduate study.

Entrance requirements
Candidates with a bachelor’s degree or 
extensive training and experience in an 
appropriate field may apply. 

Duration 
A graduate diploma can usually be 
completed in one academic year of 
full-time study, or the equivalent in 
part-time study. 

POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE
A postgraduate certificate is generally 
a six-month coursework qualification 
that recognises continuing professional 
development in the same area as the 
candidate’s original degree. 

Entrance requirements
A postgraduate certificate can be taken 
at any time after the completion of a 
bachelor’s degree. It may be undertaken 
in the same area of study as the major 
subject pursued for a bachelor’s degree 
or in a related discipline. 

Duration 
A postgraduate certificate can usually 
be completed in one semester of full-
time study, or the equivalent in part-
time study. 

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA
A postgraduate diploma provides a 
specialist postgraduate qualification 
and a pathway to research study, 
extending the knowledge gained in 
a bachelor’s degree. It offers students 
structured courses and guidance, as 
well as the opportunity to undertake 
some independent research. Students 
are able to focus on a preferred area 
of study and may begin to formalise 
future research plans. 

Entrance requirements
A postgraduate diploma can be taken 
at any time after the completion of a 
bachelor’s degree. It usually follows on 
from study in the same subject or a 
related discipline for a bachelor’s degree. 

Duration 
A postgraduate diploma can usually 
be completed in one academic year of 
full-time study, or the equivalent in 
part-time study.

Postgraduate 
programmes overview
Hōtaka paerunga – tirohanga whānui
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HONOURS DEGREE
Most three-year bachelors’ degrees 
at Otago have postgraduate honours 
degrees allied to them (e.g. Bachelor of 
Biomedical Sciences and Bachelor of 
Biomedical Sciences with Honours). 
They involve further papers in the 
subject of the first degree and a research 
report or dissertation. It is possible to 
undertake honours degrees in more 
than one subject, or to take a combined 
honours degree (involving a blend of 
papers from two subjects).

Entrance requirements
A postgraduate honours degree 
can be taken at any time after the 
completion of a bachelor’s degree. It is 
usually undertaken in the same area 
of study as the major subject pursued 
for a bachelor’s degree, or in a related 
discipline, and requires achievement at 
a high academic level. 

Duration 
A postgraduate honours degree must 
normally be completed in one academic 
year of full-time study, although part-
time study is possible in some cases.

MASTER’S DEGREES
Master’s degrees vary in nature at 
Otago, but the majority allow for the 
development of individual research. 
Working from a strong background of 
study, candidates have the opportunity 
to contribute to existing specialist 
fields or to begin to develop new 
areas of research. Master’s degrees 
are typically research-only, but some 
can be a combination of research and 
coursework, or a mainly coursework 
programme.

Research master’s degree
A master’s degree by thesis is a 
supervised research degree. The 
one-year programme leads to the 
submission of a thesis, which must be 
a substantial work and the outcome of 
independent research, scholarship  
and/or creative activity, conducted 
under supervision. The two-year 
programme comprises a year of 
coursework followed by a thesis year.

Coursework master’s degree
A master’s degree by coursework 
comprises supervised coursework 
over a period of one to two years. This 
typically includes both taught papers 
and a research component  
(a dissertation or research project).

Entrance requirements
Candidates with an honours degree or 
postgraduate diploma may apply for 
master’s study by thesis only. In other 
cases, candidates with a bachelor’s 
degree may apply for master’s study 
by coursework and thesis or for a 
coursework master’s degree.

A master’s degree is usually undertaken 
in the same area of study as the major 
subject pursued for a bachelor’s degree, 
postgraduate diploma or honours 
degree. However, a number of master’s 
programmes have been developed 
which require only that the candidate is 
a graduate and/or has appropriate work 
experience.

Duration
Depending on a student’s previous 
qualifications and the specific 
requirements of the programme, a 
master’s degree will normally require 
between 12 and 24 months of full-time 

study, or the equivalent in part-time 
study.

otago.ac.nz/masters

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
The degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
(PhD) is a research-only qualification 
designed for students who intend to 
pursue an academic or research career. 
The degree is awarded on the basis 
of the submission of a thesis, which 
should give evidence of the candidate’s 
ability to carry out research, that the 
candidate has shown originality and 
independence, and that the candidate 
has made a significant contribution to 
knowledge in a particular field.

Entrance requirements
Admission usually requires the 
completion of a master’s degree, or 
a first-class or upper-second-class 
honours degree in the same area 
of study, or a related discipline, 
as the intended area of research. 
Applicants for this degree must have 
a demonstrated research background. 
All applicants must submit a research 
proposal and identify a principal 
supervisor willing to provide full 
supervision for the research project.

Duration
A PhD is normally completed in three 
years of full-time study.

otago.ac.nz/phd
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The University of Otago has been offering distance-taught 
postgraduate courses for more than 30 years. It has enabled 
thousands of learners throughout New Zealand and 
overseas to undertake study that might otherwise have been 
impossible; study that has kept them up-to-date with the latest 
developments in their field and allowed them to advance their 
careers. 

Distance study allows students the flexibility to study in 
their space and in their time, enabling them to fit study in 
and around busy work and domestic lives. Many distance 
students are professionals who are studying to enhance their 
qualifications. For them, the interplay of work and study is 
an important part of their learning. Others study for personal 
interest, being enriched by the knowledge and teaching 
expertise that Otago staff bring to their interactions with 
students. 

We provide numerous opportunities for students to 
interact with lecturers and fellow students, including video 
conferencing, online discussion networking and, in some cases, 
residential schools or workshops. Special support includes 
access to Otago’s Library service for distance students and help 
with course-related computing needs.

otago.ac.nz/distance

Distance learning

Some postgraduate 
programmes can be completed 
by distance, giving you the 
flexibility to upgrade your 
qualifications from wherever 
in the world you call home.

Akoranga mamao



“I have enjoyed studying again. My department has been 
incredibly supportive and the content of the programme 
keeps me engaged. Some days are harder than others 
when it comes to working my study into an already-packed 
schedule, but I have been embracing the challenge.”
Melanie Jutel
Studying for a Master of Social and Community Work (Applied)
Student Engagement Co-ordinator, Te Whare Tāwharau Sexual 
Violence Support and Prevention Centre, University of Otago 

“I feel I get just as much support from my supervisors at a 
distance, and the online workshops and seminars allow me 
to engage almost as well as if I were in the class. In some 
ways, being a distance student makes it easier for me to 
engage, because I can watch a departmental seminar, or 
take a supervisory meeting, even if one of my children is 
home sick, which I might not be able to get to if I was an 
on-campus student.“
Taryn Dryfhout
Ngāti Porou, Ngāi Tahu 
Doctor of Philosophy candidate (Theology)

“The Master of Ministry programme is designed for people 
like me who are juggling a number of responsibilities but still 
want to stretch their minds. I have found the library to be a 
rich resource with the staff particularly helpful. I can click a 
few buttons online and books are ready for collection the 
next day.”
Brendon McRae 
Studying for a Master of Ministry 
Minister, Flagstaff Community Church 

15
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Arts and Music

Choose from diplomas, certificates, honours, master’s and doctoral degrees in a wide range of subjects. Our programmes 
attract students from all over the world who contribute to the vibrant postgraduate culture at Otago.

otago.ac.nz/humanities/study/postgraduate

Honours degrees, diplomas and certificates

Bachelor of Arts with Honours
Subjects available: Anthropology; Biblical Studies; Chinese; 
Christian Thought and History; Classics; Communication 
Studies; Computer Science; Economics; Education; English; 
Film and Media Studies; French; Gender Studies; Geography; 
German; History; Indigenous Development / He Kura Matanui; 
Information Science; Japanese; Linguistics; Māori Studies; 
Mathematics; Music; Philosophy; Philosophy, Politics and 
Economics; Psychology; Religious Studies; Sociology; Spanish; 
Statistics; Theatre Studies

1 year* Coursework On campus. 
Some papers 
available by 
distance

Bachelor of Music with Honours
Specialisations available: Composition; Musical Performance; 
Music Research; Music Production

1 year* Coursework On campus

Diploma for Graduates 1 year* Coursework On campus.
Some papers 
available by 
distance

Graduate Diploma in Second Language Teaching 1 year* Coursework On campus

Postgraduate Diploma in Arts Subjects
Subjects available: Anthropology; Chinese; Classics; 
Communication Studies; Computer Science; Economics; 
Education; English; Film and Media Studies; French; Gender 
Studies; Geography; German; History; Indigenous Development 
/ He Kura Matanui; Information Science; Japanese; Linguistics; 
Māori Studies; Mathematics; Music; Philosophy; Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics; Politics; Psychology; Religious Studies; 
Sociology; Spanish; Statistics; Theatre Studies

1 year* Coursework On campus. 
Some papers 
available by 
distance

Postgraduate Diploma in Music
Specialisations available: Composition; Performance

1 year* Coursework On campus

QUALIFICATION DURATION
(if studied full-time)

MODE CAMPUS

Duration: * = part-time study available.
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Coursework master’s degrees
Master of Archaelogical Practice 1 year* Coursework On campus or by 

distance
Master of Arts (Coursework)
Subjects available: Anthropology; Buddhist Studies; Childhood 
and Youth Studies; Chinese; Classics; Communication Studies; 
Education; English; Film and Media Studies; French; Gender 
Studies; Geography; German; History; Indigenous Development 
/ He Kura Matanui; Japanese; Linguistics; Māori Studies; Music; 
Philosophy; Philosophy, Politics and Economics; Religious 
Studies; Sociology; Spanish; Theatre Studies

1 year* Coursework On campus

Master of Indigenous Studies 1 year* Coursework or 
research

On campus or by 
distance

Master of International Development and Planning 1 year* Coursework On campus

Master of International Studies 1 year* Coursework On campus
Master of Music 
Specialisations available: Composition; Music Production; 
Performance

1 year* Coursework On campus

Master of Peace and Conflict Studies 1 year* Coursework On campus
Master of Planning 2 years* Coursework or 

research
On campus

Master of Politics 1 year* Coursework On campus
Master of Social Work 1 year* Coursework On campus or by 

distance
Master of Social and Community Work (Applied) 2 years* Coursework On campus or by 

distance

QUALIFICATION DURATION MODE CAMPUS
(if studied full-time)
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QUALIFICATION DURATION MODE CAMPUS
(if studied full-time)

Research master’s degrees
Master of Arts (Thesis)
Subjects available: Anthropology; Childhood and Youth 
Studies; Chinese; Classics; Communication Studies; Computer 
Science; Development Studies; Economics; Education; English; 
Film and Media Studies; French; Gender Studies; Geography; 
German; History; Human Services; Indigenous Development / 
He Kura Matanui; Information Science; Japanese; Linguistics; 
Māori Studies; Mathematics; Music; Peace and Conflict Studies; 
Philosophy; Politics; Psychology; Religious Studies; Sociology; 
Spanish; Statistics; Theatre Studies

1 year* Research On campus

Master of Fine Arts 1 year* Production work and 
exegesis

On campus

Doctoral degrees
Doctor of Education 3 years* Research On campus

Doctor of Literature otago.ac.nz/courses/qualifications/littd.html

Doctor of Music otago.ac.nz/courses/qualifications/musd.html

Doctor of Musical Arts
Specialisations available: Composition; Music Production; 
Performance

3 years* Research On campus

Doctor of Philosophy 3–4 years* Research On campus

Duration: * = part-time study available.
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Honours degrees, diplomas and certificates
Diploma for Graduates 1 year* Coursework On campus

Postgraduate Certificate in Education and Learning
Endorsements available: Curriculum; Digital Technologies; Early 
Childhood Education; Leadership; Studies in Teacher Education

1 year part-time Coursework By distance

Postgraduate Diploma in Education and Learning
Endorsements available: Curriculum; Digital Technologies; Early 
Childhood Education; Leadership; Studies in Teacher Education

1 year* Coursework By distance

Coursework master’s degrees

Master of Education and Learning
Endorsements available: Curriculum; Digital Technologies; Early 
Childhood Education; Leadership; Studies in Teacher Education

Usually 3 years 
part-time

Coursework By distance

Master of Teaching and Learning
Endorsements available: Early Childhood Education; Primary 
Education; Secondary Education

1 year* Coursework On campus

Doctoral degrees
Doctor of Education 3–4 years* Research On campus
Doctor of Philosophy 3–4 years* Research On campus or by 

distance

Our programmes are grounded in academically oriented, research-based studies of educational issues, theories, policies and 
practices. These programmes are designed to give you the opportunity to challenge yourself, gain in-depth knowledge and 
unlock career opportunities.

Several have been specifically designed for teachers, while others are for anyone interested in the study of education.

otago.ac.nz/education/postgraduate

Education

QUALIFICATION DURATION
(if studied full-time)

MODE CAMPUS
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Take the next step in your legal career with a postgraduate degree from the Faculty of Law, a leader in legal research.

Our postgraduate programmes will challenge you intellectually, while developing your independent research skills. 
Our postgraduate supervisors have international reputations in their fields of research.

otago.ac.nz/law/postgraduate

Law

QUALIFICATION DURATION
(if studied full-time)

MODE CAMPUS

Research master’s degrees

Master of Laws 1 year* Research On campus

Doctoral degrees

Doctor of Laws otago.ac.nz/courses/qualifications/lld.html

Doctor of Philosophy 3–4 years* Research On campus

Duration: * = part-time study available.
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Honours degrees, diplomas and certificates
Bachelor of Theology with Honours
Subjects available: Biblical Studies; Christian Thought and 
History; Pastoral Studies

1 year* Coursework On campus or by 
distance

Postgraduate Certificate in Chaplaincy 1 semester* Coursework On campus or by 
distance

Postgraduate Diploma in Chaplaincy 1 year* Coursework By distance

Postgraduate Diploma in Theology
Subjects available: Biblical Studies; Christian Thought and 
History; Pastoral Studies

1 year* Coursework On campus or by 
distance

Postgraduate Diploma in Ministry 1 year* Coursework On campus or by 
distance

Postgraduate Diploma in Faith-based Leadership and 
Management

1 year Coursework On campus or by 
distance

Diploma for Graduates 1 year* Coursework On campus or by 
distance

Coursework master’s degrees

Master of Chaplaincy Part-time Coursework By distance

Master of Faith-based Leadership and Management 1 year Coursework On campus or by 
distance

Research master’s degrees
Master of Ministry  2 years* Research On campus or by 

distance
Master of Theology 1 year* Research On campus or by 

distance
Doctoral degrees
Doctor of Philosophy 3–4 years* Research On campus or by 

distance

Postgraduate students have enhanced the Theology programme for many years. There’s lots going on for students – our Friday 
afternoon seminars, a range of open lectures by visiting scholars, conferences, book launches and events. We encourage you to 
make the most of what’s available.

otago.ac.nz/theology/study/postgraduate

Theology

QUALIFICATION DURATION
(if studied full-time)

MODE CAMPUS
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The study of higher education is concerned primarily with best practice teaching and learning. It includes research into how 
academic study is devised and delivered within universities and other tertiary institutions, and encompasses the development 
of professional competence, leadership and management in the tertiary sector.

HEDC offers postgraduate certificates, postgraduate diplomas, master’s and doctorates for those interested in studying higher 
education. 

Students have the option to undertake specific endorsements in Educational Technology and Clinical Education. The Centre 
has an internationally recognised research profile and is committed to engaging with the higher education community, both 
nationally and internationally.

otago.ac.nz/hedc

Higher Education Development Centre (HEDC)

QUALIFICATION DURATION MODE CAMPUS
(if studied full-time)

Postgraduate Certificate in Higher Education
Endorsements available: Clinical Education

1 year part-time Coursework On campus or by 
distance

Postgraduate Diploma in Higher Education 
Endorsements available: Clinical Education

2–4 years part-
time

Coursework On campus or by 
distance

Master of Higher Education
Endorsements available: Educational Technology

1 year* Coursework or  
research

On campus or by 
distance

Doctor of Philosophy 3–4 years* Research On campus

Duration: * = part-time study available.
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Scholarships

Scholarship Value ($NZ) Duration Number Eligibility 
	 	 (months)	 offered 
   per year

Thesis master’s $15,000 plus tuition fees 12 60 Domestic 
 

International thesis  $15,000 plus international 12 8 International  
master’s tuition fees capped at   
 the domestic rate

Coursework master’s $10,000 12 20 Domestic and  
    international

Doctoral $27,000 per annum 36 200 Domestic and  
 plus tuition fees    international

Otago offers more 
than $18 million 
in scholarships 

for postgraduate 
candidates each year.

$18
MILLION

Ngā karahipi

The University offers more 
than 280 postgraduate 
scholarships each year. 
Particular scholarships 
are available for Maori 
and indigenous Pacific 
students, and for students 
studying in specific areas.

Selection for scholarships is based on academic merit and, 
in the case of thesis study, demonstrated research potential.                  
No interview is required. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE
Applications can be made at any time throughout the year.

Usually this will either be at admission, in which case the 
scholarship application will be completed online as part of 
the admission application process, or just before the thesis or 
research component of the applicant’s degree begins.

Information on how to apply, including application forms, is 
available online.

otago.ac.nz/scholarships
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Accommodation

There are several 
accommodation options 
available for postgraduate 
students. 

RESIDENTIAL COLLEGES
Postgraduate students are welcome at Arana College, Knox 
College and Salmond College. 

All residential colleges provide fully furnished and equipped 
accommodation. They have a strong community ethos and 
offer academic support alongside cultural, sporting and social 
activities. Students wishing to live in University-managed 
accommodation need to submit an online application.

Please note, college accommodation is not suitable for families.

otago.ac.nz/colleges

UNIFLATS – UNIVERSITY-MANAGED FLATS AND HOUSES
UniFlats have limited accommodation for newly arrived 
international postgraduate students. There is also a small number 
of flats available for international postgraduate students with 
partners/families. All University-managed flats are self-catered, 
fully furnished and within an easy 10-minute walk of campus.

otago.ac.nz/uniflats

TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION
Temporary accommodation is available in some colleges before 
the beginning of the academic year. The Student Accommodation 
Centre can also provide a list of options, including backpackers, 
bed and breakfasts, and motels close to the University.

Temporary accommodation should be arranged if you intend to 
find your own long-term accommodation after arrival, or if you 
plan to arrive before your booked accommodation is available.

otago.ac.nz/accommodation

Wāhi noho
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The Graduate Research School oversees 
graduate research study at the University 
of Otago and provides:

• support for graduate research 
candidates (thesis masters’ and 
doctoral degrees) and their 
supervisors

• leadership in graduate research 
education and policy

• facilitation of best practice in 
graduate research across the 
University

• opportunities for candidates from 
across the University to celebrate 
and showcase their research and 
network with each other. 

Student support

Otago offers a range of support 
services specifically for postgraduate 
students as well as general support 
to help you succeed in your studies.

GRADUATE RESEARCH SCHOOL

The School offers a wellbeing and research productivity coaching 
service for all graduate research candidates, and dedicated support 
for Māori postgraduate students. It presents regular induction, 
professional development and finishing workshops for doctoral 
and thesis masters’ candidates. The Dean and Manager of Graduate 
Research are also available for private consultation by candidates or 
staff on matters related to graduate research study. 
A Graduate Research Festival is held each year alongside other 
academic and social events. All candidates are welcome to attend 
these functions as part of the growing graduate research community 
at Otago.

The Graduate Research Student Liaison Committee, comprising 
candidate representatives from across the University and chaired by 
the Dean, provides a forum for candidate issues. 

otago.ac.nz/graduate-research 

AskOtago, supported by Student Administration, provides day-
to-day administrative support and assistance to all masters’ and 
doctoral candidates and scholarship recipients.

Tel 64 3 479 7000 or 0800 80 80 98
Email university@otago.ac.nz

Taunaki tauira
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
The Career Development Centre 
has a dedicated postgraduate career 
adviser who can help you to explore 
your career options, consider ways to 
gain experience, and assist with the 
job application process plus job search 
strategies. Bookings are available for 
one-on-one confidential career advice 
through OtagoCareerHub (or contact 
the Career Development Centre 
directly). You can also book to attend 
seminars and workshops to ensure that 
you get a broad perspective on the job 
application process before a personal 
follow-up appointment.  

otago.ac.nz/careers-postgrad

CHILDCARE 
The Otago University Childcare 
Association provides excellent early 
childhood education in high-standard 
purpose-built facilities for Dunedin-
based students. The OUCA operates 
five childcare centres in Dunedin, 
including a bilingual centre, for 
children from birth to five years. 
Twenty hours ECE is available for 
all three- and four-year olds and 
WINZ subsidies also provide financial 
assistance. There is a wait list for all 
centres.

otago.ac.nz/childcare

DISABILITY INFORMATION  
AND SUPPORT
Disability Information and Support 
provides learning support, advice, 
advocacy and information to students 
with disabilities, impairments, medical 
conditions or injuries.

The support provided is varied and 
may include access to specialised 
equipment, quiet study rooms, 
reformatting of course materials, 
and alternative test and examination 
arrangements. Our student advisers 
are available to discuss each student’s 
requirements and work collaboratively 
to put together a support plan.

otago.ac.nz/disabilities
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HEALTH SERVICES

Student Health is situated on campus 
and provides medical, nursing, 
counselling and psychiatric advice, and 
treatment for all students enrolled at 
the University of Otago.

otago.ac.nz/studenthealth

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
SERVICES (ITS)
ITS staff provide support for computers 
and internet-based teaching and 
communication programmes used 
throughout the University.

Student IT (part of ITS) offers peer 
level support for University-owned 
equipment and students’ personal 
devices.

otago.ac.nz/studentIT

LIBRARIES

Students have access to print and 
electronic resources in a number of 
facilities across campus, including the 
Central (Business and Humanities), 
Robertson (Education), Law, Health 
Sciences, and Science libraries, and the 
Hocken Collections (New Zealand and 
Pacific heritage material). 

Librarians are available to support 
postgraduate learning and can help 
with information on starting research, 
finding resources and producing a 
thesis. 

otago.ac.nz/library

RECREATION SERVICES
Access to Unipol is free with a current 
student ID card. Located next to the 
Forsyth Barr Stadium, the facility 
includes weight training and cardio 
rooms, basketball courts, table tennis 
areas and more. A range of equipment 
can also be hired.

otago.ac.nz/recreation

STUDENT ASSOCIATIONS

The Otago University Students’ 
Association (OUSA) provides 
representation, recreation, events, 
welfare, advocacy and support for 
all Otago students. It publishes a 
weekly student magazine, Critic, and 
operates a radio station, Radio One. 
Postgraduate students have their own 
representative on the association’s 
executive committee.
ousa.org.nz

STUDENT LEARNING 
DEVELOPMENT
Student Learning Development (SLD) 
works closely with the Graduate 
Research School and the International 
Office to provide an integrated 
approach to postgraduate students’ 
studies. Its postgraduate programme 
includes workshops on the research 
journey, reviewing literature, thinking 
about and preparing a thesis, writing 
critically, presenting at conferences 
and publishing. Personal one-to-one 
consultations about specific problems 
associated with postgraduate research 
and study are also available.

otago.ac.nz/sld

STUDYING OVERSEAS
Doctoral and thesis masters’ candidates 
at Otago commonly travel overseas 
to conduct fieldwork or to visit 
laboratories as part of their study. For 
postgraduate students undertaking 
coursework masters’ degrees, it may 
be possible to undertake a student 
exchange overseas.

The University has exchange 
agreements with over 100 institutions 
worldwide.

otago.ac.nz/student-exchange
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INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT
The University’s International Office is 
a focal point for international students 
at Otago. It provides information, 
support and advice to future and 
current international students, and 
to students wishing to study overseas 
on exchange programmes. It runs on-
campus orientation programmes for 
new international students and offers a 
visa renewal service and assistance with 
insurance.

All enquiries from prospective 
international students about application 
and admission should be directed to 
the International Office.

otago.ac.nz/future-students/
international

MĀORI SUPPORT
The Māori Centre Te Huka Mātauraka 
provides academic, counselling, 
pastoral and social support to all 
tauira Māori. Operating from a 
kaupapa Māori base, this includes 
resources, personal support and 
advice, information about grants and 
scholarships, and a place to meet other 
tauira Māori. Māori postgraduate 
co-ordinators provide specific support 
for postgraduate students including 
regular workshops, writing retreats, 
research hui, advocacy, informal social 
gatherings and delivery of the Te 
Kupenga o MAI (Māori and Indigenous 
Postgraduate Students) programme.

otago.ac.nz/maoricentre

PACIFIC SUPPORT
The Pacific Islands Centre provides 
academic assistance, cultural and 
pastoral support, course advice 
and scholarship information for 
all students of Pacific descent. 
The Pacific Postgraduate 
Reference Group supports 
Pacific postgraduate students by 
facilitating monthly seminars, 
connecting students to academic 
divisions and offering academic 
advice. The monthly seminars 
culminate in the annual Pacific Voices 
Symposium, held in September, where 
postgraduate students come together to 
present their research and take part in 
discussions and fellowship.

otago.ac.nz/pacific



Enrolment

DOMESTIC STUDENTS
Applications for admission to all postgraduate programmes are 
made online:

otago.ac.nz/postgraduate

To discuss eligibility and possible research areas in a particular    
field of interest, it is usually best to contact the department or 
school directly:

ask.otago.ac.nz

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
If you are an international student enrolling at Otago for the 
first time you will need to contact the International Office:

otago.ac.nz/international-enquiries

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD) CANDIDATES

If you are thinking of a PhD, your first step will be to find a 
supervisor – an academic specialising in your research area – 
via the department’s website or our staff expertise database: 

otago.ac.nz/mediaexpertise

Once you have that sorted, contact the Graduate Research 
School for all PhD-related admission queries: 

Email phd@otago.ac.nz

Initial admission for the PhD degree is provisional and is 
confirmed only after one year of satisfactory full-time or part-
time study. Further information on admission requirements is 
contained in the PhD Handbook, available online.

otago.ac.nz/phd

Whakaurunga
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APPLICATION DATES
Honours degree applications: 10 December.

Postgraduate diploma and certificate 
applications: 10 December.

Coursework master’s degree applications:  
10 December for study beginning at the start 
of the following academic year, or 1 June for 
study beginning in semester 2.

Research master’s degree and PhD 
applications: there are no specific due 
dates – applications can be made at any time 
throughout the year. 

Professional doctorates: contact the 
department or faculty to check application 
dates. 

Scholarships: applications for University of 
Otago postgraduate scholarships can be made 
at any time throughout the year. 

ACADEMIC YEAR
For coursework programmes, the University 
academic year is divided into two semesters. 
Semester 1 runs from late February until the 
end of June; semester 2 runs from early July 
until mid-November. 

Thesis-only students can begin their studies 
at any time between early January and late 
December.

Enrolment
Whakaurunga
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Key datesContact us

AskOtago is your one-stop shop for all questions about  
studying at Otago. Find answers with our searchable 
knowledgebase or online chat:
ask.otago.ac.nz

Or contact:
university@otago.ac.nz
0800 80 80 98

For international enquiries:
otago.ac.nz/international-enquiries

Whakapā mai
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Matariki Network
The University of Otago is a foundation member of 
the Matariki Network of Universities (MNU),  a select 
international group of outstanding universities, with each 
member among the oldest and foremost places of learning 
in its respective country. The MNU has been established to 
enable the universities to enhance diversity, and to share 
ideas and expertise, recognising a shared commitment to 
excellence in research, scholarship and rounded education.

matarikinetwork.org

This publication is intended as a general guide for postgraduate 
students. The information provided is, as far as possible, up-
to-date and accurate at the time of publication. The University 
reserves the right to add, amend or withdraw programmes and 
facilities, to restrict student numbers and to make any other 
alterations as it may deem necessary. The regulations of the 
University of Otago are published annually in the University 
Calendar.

Published November 2021 by the Division of External 
Engagement, University of Otago.
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