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Overview 

This paper examines how internet technologies affect the  
complex interactions between citizens, political actors and the government.  
 
In the first part of the course we will examine the theoretical debates 
surrounding the use of the internet in politics, and how to study online media. 
We then move on to examine how political parties and candidates use digital 
technology, in particular, how it is used during political campaigns. How 
citizens use the internet for political purposes is the next section of the course. 
Here we focus on how citizens have used social media to learn about politics, 
and to become involved in politics both conventionally as well as in various 
forms of collective protest/action. Finally, we examine how states have utilised 
the internet for purposes of public management (e-government) and citizen 
surveillance.  

Objectives 

By The intended learning outcomes for this paper are for students to be able to:  
1. Determine their own research question(s) and hypothesis(es);   
2. Critically evaluate existing research related to their research;   
3. Identify the data/information relevant to their research question;   
4. Choose an appropriate methodology for gathering of data/information;   
5. Analyse data/information collected;   
6. Synthesise their results into existing body of knowledge;   
7. Communicate (oral and written) the knowledge they have created.   

Assessment 

Group Research Project – 35% 30 March 2015 
Research Proposal – 15% 20 April 2015 
Completed Individual Research Paper – 50% 28 May 2015 

Lecture Readings 

Copies of the readings are all available on Blackboard and Facebook. These 
readings are intended to give you a general overview on the lecture topic, and 
to help you participate in any class discussions. This is by no means an 
exhaustive list, but should serve as a useful starting point, especially when 
preparing for your individual research proposal and paper.  

 

Lecturer Details 

Office: 4N7 Arts/Burns Building 

Office Hours: Tuesday 11:00-1:00p or 
email for appointment 

Phone: 03 479 8664 

Email: chris.rudd@otago.ac.nz or 
ashley.murchison@postgrad.otago.ac.
nz 

 

Lecture Times/Location 

Tuesday 10:00-10:50a CO220 

 

Tutorial Times/Location 

Tutorial 1: Tuesday 3:00-3:50p 
SDAV6 

Tutorial 2: Wednesday 3:00-3:50p 
BURN7 
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Course Structure and Lecture Topics 
 

23 Feb – Introduction: changing communications 

2 March – Theoretical debates 

9 March – Studying content 

16 March – Studying effects 

23 March – Parties, candidates and representatives 

  30 March – Assignment 1 Due 

30 March – The online citizen 

13 April – Library session 

 20 April – Assignment 2 Due 

20 April – Political protest and activism 

27 April – Blogs 

4 May – E-government 

11 May – Privacy, surveillance and censorship 

18 May – Conclusion: politics 2.0? 

25 May – I will be available for queries about your research projects 

 28 May – Assignment 3 Due  
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University of Otago Statement on Plagiarism 
 
“Students should make sure that all submitted work is their own. Plagiarism is a form of dishonest practice. Plagiarism is defined 
as copying or paraphrasing another's work, whether intentionally or otherwise, and presenting it as one's own (approved University 
Council, December 2004). In practice this means plagiarism includes any attempt in any piece of submitted work (e.g. an 
assignment or test) to present as one's own work the work of another (whether of another student or a published authority). Any 
student found responsible for plagiarism in any piece of work submitted for assessment shall be subject to the University's dishonest 
practice regulations which may result in various penalties, including forfeiture of marks for the piece of work submitted, a zero 
grade for the paper, or in extreme cases exclusion from the University.”  
 
Politics Departmental Policies  
 
1. Assignment Submission 
All assessments must be submitted through the appropriate box (100-. 200-. 300- or 400-level) in the 4th floor lobby (north).  
Students must keep a copy of their essay. 
 
A coversheet for attaching to the front of your essays is available on Blackboard, and under the forms section of the departmental 
website.  Ensure that you put your name, student number, paper code, and tutor’s name (if appropriate) on the front page of your 
assignments and essays. 
 
Some papers may have a customised coversheet, which you will be required to use instead of the generic department version.  
Please refer to your course outline prior to submitting your assignments. 
 
2. Extensions 
Essays must be handed in by the due date unless the lecturer in charge of the paper has granted an extension. 
 
The Extension Request form can be downloaded from the Politics webpage, or may be available on Blackboard.  Completed forms 
must be emailed to the Department at politics@otago.ac.nz in advance of the assignment due date.  No retrospective application 
will be accepted except in the case of serious medical condition, for which a medical certificate is required.  
 
Extensions will be granted only for the following cases: 

1. Ill-health 
2. Bereavement 
3. Personal difficulties of a serious nature 
4. Provincial or national representative activities 
5. Job interviews outside Dunedin 

 
Nothing else (such as pressure of other university work) will be accepted as a legitimate reason for extensions.  Computer problems 
do not constitute an exceptional circumstance unless it is an officially notified failure of University equipment. 
 
Your application for an extension must be accompanied by evidence: 

1. Medical certificate for ill-health 
2. Documentary evidence for bereavement 
3. Written statement in support of your application from another university officer for personal difficulties of a serious nature 
4. Documentary evidence for provincial or national representative activities 

 
No other evidence will be accepted.  The evidence must be submitted to the Department at politics@otago.ac.nz, at the same time 
as, or within three working days after, the application for an extension either in hardcopy or as an email attachment of scanned 
image. 
 
Applications with evidence do not guarantee the grant of extensions.  The maximum length of an extension is ONE WEEK, i.e. 
five working days (except the case of serious medical conditions).  Work that is more than one week late without an extension 
may be commented on but will not be graded.   
Late essays in all papers will be penalised by a grade deduction of 5% for each day of lateness.  Thus, for example, an essay handed 
in three working days late which received a grade of 65% (B-) would be lowered to 50% (C-). 
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3. Return of Marked Work 
Assignments will be handed back in tutorials (if applicable) or lectures in the first instance.  After that they will be available for 
collection from Politics reception (room 4C12, 4th floor, Arts Building) between 9.00 – 10.00am or 2.00 – 3.00pm Monday to 
Friday.  PLEASE NOTE: Assignments/exams will only be available for collection during these hours. 
 
4. Questions 
For specific inquiries about tutorials and tutorial assignments, please write to your tutor in the first place.  For more general 
inquiries about the course as a whole, please write to the course coordinator.  Please do not write about things that you can easily 
find out yourself from this coursebook, Blackboard, eVision, or the departmental noticeboard (such as tutorial locations.) 
 
5. Class Representatives 
You will be asked to nominate class representatives who will meet with the Head of Department to provide feedback on each 
course.  This is an important role which is valued by the department and can be added to the service section of your CV.  OUSA 
provide training and resources. 
 
ADDITIONAL SUPPORT 
Any student should feel free to approach their tutor or lecturer, if they are having any problems or concerns with a course. 
 
6. Student Learning Centre 
The Student Learning Centre at the University of Otago provides support for students in reading, writing, study skills, note taking 
and much more.  They even provide individual essay consultations and can assist with your grammar and essay planning. Check 
their website for information and contacts: http://hedc.otago.ac.nz/hedc/sld.html 
 
7. Maori and Pacific Students 
Department contact: 
Dr Iati Iati 
Email: iati.iati@otago.ac.nz 
Tel: 479 8665 
Room: 4N10, 4th Floor, Arts Building 
 
Humanities Division contacts: 
Ana Rangi is the Kaiāwhina Māori – Māori Student Support Officer for the Division of Humanities. She is of Ngāti Porou/Ngāti 
Kahungunu/Whakatōhea/Ngāti Kuia/Ngāti Koata descent, and originally from Christchurch. Her contact details are: Room 5C9, 
5th Floor, Te Whare Kete Aronui (Arts Building) 
Email: ana.rangi@otago.ac.nz  
Tel: 479 8681 
 
Esmay Eteuati is the Pacific Islands Students' Support Officer for the Division of Humanities. She is of Samoan descent, born in 
Wellington and raised in Dunedin.  Her contact details are: Room 5C9a, 5th Floor, Arts Building 
Email: esmay.eteuati@otago.ac.nz  
Tel: 479 9616 
 
8. Disability support 
If you are experiencing difficulty with your studies due to a disability, temporary or permanent impairment, injury, chronic illness 
or deafness, you may contact, in confidence, the department’s support person, or the University support staff (contacts below) to 
discuss adaptations in teaching and learning strategies and resources that may be helpful. 
 
Department contact: 
Semester one 
Dr Carla Lam 
Email: carla.lam@otago.ac.nz 
Tel: 479 8242 
Room: 4N11, 4th Floor, Arts Building 
 

Semester two 
Dr Nicholas Khoo 
Email: nicholas.khoo@otago.ac.nz 
Tel: 479 5783 
Room: 4N4, 4th Floor, Arts Building 
 

University Contact: 
Disability Information and Support 
Email: disabilities@otago.ac.nz 
Phone: 479 8235 
Website: http://www.otago.ac.nz/disabilities 
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9. Library Support: 
Politics Library Liaison 
Charlotte Brown 
Office: Central Library (ask for Charlotte at the Lending and idesk) 
Email: charlotte.brown@otago.ac.nz 
Phone: 479 8976 
Hours: Monday 10.00am – 1.00 pm (or by appointment) 
 
Library Search Video Tutorial 
This 3 minute video covers the basics https://unitube.otago.ac.nz/view?m=qlUI54rkNHj 
 
Self Help resources 
This guide offers tips and techniques in developing independent research & information skills. 
http://otago.libguides.com/selfhelp 
 
Library Website 
The Library website provides online access to resources and services, including the Catalogue, Library Search, Article Databases, 
Group Room Bookings, Hours, Library Locations, Library News, New Books, Exam Papers, Subject Guides, and more! 
Library Website: http://www.otago.ac.nz/library 
 
Politics Subject Guides 
These guides will help you find information for your assignments including articles, books, websites and more! 
http://otago.libguides.com/politics 
 
Ask a Question 
Library staff at any Lending and idesk are available Monday to Friday, 9am to 6pm. Try these people first to answer any questions 
you might have about using the Library and its resources. 
Phone: 64 3 479 8910 
Email: ask.library@otago.ac.nz 
 
Copyright 2015 © Department of Politics. All rights reserved. Any use without prior consent of author is 
strictly prohibited. 
 


