POLS 323 – 2018 – Semester Two

Marxism: Classical and Contemporary

Course Coordinator: Associate Professor Brian S. Roper
Room: 4.N.2
Email: brian.roper@otago.ac.nz
Web: www.briansroper.blogspot.co.nz/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/politics/staff/otago055584.html
https://briansroper.blogspot.com/2018/07/pols-323-marxism-classical-and.html
Ph: 479-8667 (wk) If you need to contact me urgently: Cell 021 1917 275
Contact Times: 2.10-2.45pm Tuesday; 2.10-2.45pm Thursday. Other times available by requestplease email for an appointment.
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Overview of the Course
This course provides a forum to consider and discuss classical and contemporary
Marxism. It begins by highlighting the relevance and importance of the Marxist tradition.
Among other things, it is by far the largest and arguably most illuminating intellectual
tradition that is systematically critical of capitalism. Marxism addresses the following sets
of questions:
• What is wrong with the world? Why is it like this? What are the underlying causes of
the major problems confronting humankind in the 21st century?
• Can we change the world for the better? If so, then how? Which socio-political forces
are most strongly committed to maintaining the status quo and which forces can
potentially change society in a progressive (more egalitarian, liberatarian, democractic
and environmentally sustainable) direction?
• Is there a democratic socialist alternative to neoliberalism, capitalism, and
representative democracy? Is this alternative feasible and desirable?
The title of this course has been carefully chosen to indicate what it does, and does not,
focus on. The course focuses on the classical Marxist tradition intellectually founded by
Marx, Engels, Lenin, Luxemburg, Trotsky, Gramsci and Lukacs. This is a large intellectual
tradition and there are thousands of intellectuals and millions of workers, peasants and
students who have contributed to the creation, continuation and development of this
tradition since Marx and Engels wrote the Communist Manifesto in 1848.
As this suggests, this course cannot, therefore, consider the whole of this tradition. So
following a consideration of the theoretical foundations of classical Marxism, the course
then focuses on contemporary Marxism as a living tradition. Accordingly, the course
focuses on Marxist writing on the following issues: the global financial crisis and its
aftermath; neoliberalism’s war on higher education; imperialism and the causes of war;
the environmental destructiveness of capitalism; capitalism and gender inequality; the
history and political economy of the internet; and the ideological bias of the corporate
media. The course concludes by considering the democratic socialist alternative.
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Lecture Schedule
Introduction
1.

What is Marxism? Is Marxism Still Relevant? Why Classical and Contemporary Marxism?

Section 1: Laying the Foundations: Karl Marx and Frederick Engels
2.

Karl Marx: Brief Biographical Sketch and ‘Marx in Soho’

3.

Karl Marx: Intellectual Significance, Biography and Historical Context

4.

Marx’s General Theory of History: Dialectical and Historical Materialism

5.

Marx’s Critique of Capitalism: Analysing Capitalist Exploitation

6.

Marx’s Critique of Capitalism: Analysing Capitalist Economic Crisis

7.

Marx’s Critique of Capitalism: What is Alienation? What’s Wrong with Liberal Democracy?

8.

Frederick Engels’ Contribution to Establishing Marxism: Biography, Early Development of Historical
Materialism and Marxian Socialism, Dialectics, and Critical Analysis of Women’s Oppression.

Section 2: Classical Marxism: Overview, Context and Key Figures
9.

German Social Democracy, Classical Marxism and Vladimir Lenin’s Theory of Revolution

10.

Marxist Conceptions of Socialist Organisation from Marx to Lenin and Beyond

11.

Rosa Luxemburg: Reform or Revolution?

12.

Rosa Luxemburg: The Mass Strike and Luxemburg’s Critique of the Bolsheviks

13.

Leon Trotsky: The Fight Against Stalinism

14.

Antonio Gramsci: Hegemony and Contradictory Consciousness
----------------Mid-Semester Break----------------

15.

Georg Lukacs: History and Class Consciousness

16.

The Classical Marxist Vision of Socialism: Revolution, Socialism and Participatory Democracy

Section 3: Contemporary Marxism
17.

Marxist Economics: The Global Financial Crisis and its Aftermath (1)

18.

Marxist Economics: The Global Financial Crisis and its Aftermath (2)

19.

Marxist Educational Sociology: Neoliberalism’s War on Higher Education

20.

Marxist International Relations: Imperialism and the Causes of War

21.

Applying Marxism in Practice: Trotskyism and The International Socialist Tradition

22.

Marxist Ecology: Analysing the Causes of Resource Depletion, Habitat Destruction, and Global Warming

23.

Socialist and Marxist Feminism: Capitalism, Gender Inequality, Intersectionality and Women’s Liberation

24.

Digital Disconnect: The History and Political Economy of the Internet

25.

The Ideological Bias of the Corporate Media: Manufacturing Consent?

Conclusion: Results and Prospects
26.

The Democratic Socialist Alternative to 21st Century Capitalism.

POLS 323: Classical and Contemporary Marxism

–4–

Tutorial Discussion and Screenings
There is no tutorial programme separate from the lectures. In the Wednesday lecture, which is
scheduled for two hours, there will be a mix of lecturing and tutorial type discussion. I will also be
screening video documentaries and other audio-visual material during the Wednesday timeslot.
The following are topics that we will be having focused discussion on in the relevant weeks of the
course.
1.

Marx in Soho: Is Marx Still Relevant?

2.

Dialectical Methodology & Historical Materialism

3.

The Basics of Marxian Economics

4.

The Classical Marxist Vision of Socialism

5.

Lenin’s Contribution to Marxism

6.

Trotsky’s Critique of Stalinism

7.

Contemporary Issues: Neoliberal Austerity

8.

Contemporary Issues: How to Stop Global Warming?

9.

Anti-Marxism

10.

The Democratic Socialist Alternative

Course Details
Lecture Times:
1-1.50pm Tuesday and 3-4.50pm Wednesday.

Tutorial Times:
See above (held in conjunction with Wednesday lectures).

Brian’s Contact Times:
Tuesday 2.10-45pm and Thursday 2.10-2.45pm.

Video Screenings:
There will be video screenings from 5 to 45 minutes in length in the lecture theatres during
some of the lectures. I will provide links to the video documentaries and music videos that I
screen on the course blog at:

Email Etiquette
Please take note of the following points regarding email etiquette when contacting
teaching staff.
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· If you require general information, read the course outline and/or relevant handouts
first. The information may be there.
· Make sure the subject line indicates what your email is about and includes ‘POLS 323
Marxism’ in the title.
· Address the lecturer respectfully, e.g. “Dear Brian” or “Tēnā koe Brian”, not with
“Hey” or “Bro!”
· Ensure your email is brief, to the point, with all the details required for the lecturer to
understand your query.
· Use proper and correct English (or Māori). Do not use text language. Check for
spelling mistakes.
· Finish the email with your first-name, surname and student number.
· Do not expect an immediate reply. Allow enough time for an answer. But do feel free
to send a polite follow-up email if you do not get a reply within a few days.
· Do not expect a long reply. If your email is asking questions or raising an issue that
would require a lengthy reply then please come and see Brian in his contact times, or
email for an appointment if you can’t make this time. The exception to this is where
there is a genuine emergency, such as the death of an immediate family member, in
which case a lengthy email reply providing advice may be necessary.
· Acknowledge the lecturer’s reply, e.g. with “Thank you.”

Course Objectives
• Above all, this course aims to help you develop an understanding of classical and
contemporary Marxism.
More specifically, by the end of the course students should be able to:
• Develop skills in the use of Marxist theory and methodology.
• Develop skills in analysis of capitalist dynamics and processes.
• Learn how to apply social, economic and political Marxist theory and analysis to
concrete situations and contemporary issues.
The attributes of the Graduate Profile that are achieved by the paper are indicated below:
• INTERDISCPLINARY PERSPECTIVE: Commitment to intellectual openness and
curiosity, as well as an awareness of the strong links between Marxist theory, research,
and political practice. Marxism is a strongly interdisciplinary intellectual tradition and it
emphasises the importance of drawing upon bodies of knowledge from a broad range
of academic disciplines in order to analyse societal, environmental, historical and
contemporary issues.
• GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE: Appreciation of the strongly internationalist dimension of
anti-Stalinist Marxism, with its critique of capitalist globalisation and advocacy of a
democratic socialist alternative on a global scale to address problems such as inequality
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within and between nations, poverty, unemployment, war, climate change, ecological
devastation, alienation, and a lack of effective democracy in liberal democratic states.
• LIFE-LONG LEARNING: Commitment to the on-going acquisition of new knowledge
and new skills, and an appreciation of the relationship between theory and practice in
which theory can guide and can also be tested in practice, leading to critical reflection
upon the theoretical foundations of practice and better practical application of theory
going forward. This course aims to help students appreciate that the world can be
interpreted in a wide variety of different ways, but that a key objective is to change it for
the better.
• SCHOLARSHIP: Commitment to the fundamental importance of the acquisition and
development of knowledge and understanding.
The Graduate Profile contains attributes that can potentially be of great value for students,
workers and others developing critical understandings of capitalism and who are engaged
in struggles against capitalism and for a better world.
These attributes include:
• RESEARCH: Ability to identify important contemporary issues and implement a
research strategy to solve potential problems. Developing an appreciation of
appropriate methods of social scientific research and how to find relevant bodies of
literature.
• CRITICAL THINKING: Ability to go beyond the often taken-for-granted and
profoundly misleading ideological legitimation of the status quo and to open-mindedly
and honestly assess the real, rather than alleged, strengths and weaknesses of critical
social science perspectives.
• ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY: Basic understanding of the damaging impact that
capitalist development has had on the natural environment since the seventeenth
century, and the importance of developing more environmentally sustainable systems
of production and governance.
• COMMUNICATION: Ability to communicate information and arguments effectively,
both orally (e.g. presentations to a group and one-on-one interviews) and in writing
(e.g. reports, essays, papers and posters).
• INFORMATION LITERACY: Ability to apply specific skills in acquiring, organising,
analysing, evaluating and presenting information, in particular recognising the
importance of digital-based activity to keep up-to-date with ever-changing
requirements for critical intellectual work and intellectually informed political activism.
• CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING: Knowledge and appreciation of biculturalism within
the framework of the Treaty of Waitangi, including the capitalist dimension of white
settler colonialism and other societal causes of racism.
• TEAMWORK: Ability to work effectively in groups with flat and democratic structures
in the community and to be prepared to organise collectively in the workplace with
their fellow employees to defend and/or advance their interests. Able to understand
differing points of view. Acquisition of a capacity to work collectively and
democratically to achieve a goal.
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• SELF-MOTIVATION: Capacity for self-directed activity and the ability to work
independently.

Assessment
Overall, there is an essay worth 30%, a term test with short answer questions worth
20%, and three essays to be written in the exam worth 50%. In other words, the
internal/exam assessment weighting is 50%/50%.
1) Essay (30%)
Every student has to write ONE essay that is 2,500-3,000 words in length worth 30 per cent of the final mark.
Essays primarily based on Internet sources will be heavily penalised (see comment on internet sources
below).

Essay due: either Monday August 20 at 1pm or Monday October 8 at 1pm.
Extensions will be granted only if you contact me in advance and have a good reason for needing one.
Please note: There are two sets of essay topics and two deadlines. This means that you get to exercise some
choice with respect to the deadline for your essay.
Also please note that if you hand your essay in on October 8 you may not get your essay grade back until
Thursday October 18.

2) Term test with short answer questions (20%)

These questions are drawn from the quiz questions I ask during the lectures. If you write these down then
the test will be very easy. Essentially, the test rewards those who have bothered to turn up regularly to
lectures and who do the relevant key readings.

The test is on at 12noon on Friday September 28th. An alternate test will be held at 5pm on
Wednesday October 3rd for those who have a legitimate reason, for example illness, for being unable to
attend the test on September 28th. You need to apply for an extension in order to do the alternate test.

3) Three essays in the exam (3 x 16.66% = 50%)
The three essays that you have to write in the final exam counts for 50% of the overall grade. The
examination paper will contain a sufficient number of questions in order to ensure that you have a
considerable degree of choice. Regular attendance at lectures and tutorials is strongly recommended for
those interesting in doing well in the final. I will be running the tutorials on exam preparation to make sure
that everyone is clear about how to best prepare for the exam.
The exam is unlikely to be held before Saturday October 20 – so please factor this into your travel plans if
you are leaving Dunedin after the semester is over.
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Please note: Because the exam is worth 50% of the final grade, this means that you should have spend at
least 36 hours working on revision and exam preparation (that is, a minimum of 12 hours preparation per
essay answer).
This means using the lecture notes as a starting point, then reading the other key sources on the reading list,
taking notes, then condensing those notes down so that you can remember them, then writing an essay in
the exam on this basis. Most solid answers range from around 2 and a half to six pages in length - some are
even longer! Of course how fast you can write plays a role, but preparation is the key because even short
answers can score a lot of marks if they make all the key points.
Because of the increasing pressure on the time of academic staff in the Division of Humanities, I will not be
able to ‘chase you up’ if you have problems and fail to hand work in. However, please do come and see me
before it is too late if you run into unexpected problems with your studies during the year.
Your marks out of 10 or out of 100 will be converted to an alphabetical mark based on the University of
Otago scale below.
Grades out of 10
A+
9-10
A
8.5
A8
B+
7.5
B
7
B6.5
C+
6
C
5.5
C5
D
4
E
0-3

Grades out of 100
A+
A
AB+
B
BC+
C
CD
E

90-100
85-89
80-84
75-79
70-74
65-69
60-64
55-59
50-54
40-49
<40

What Grades Mean
Really
A system of allocating marks to students’ work that
• trains students to follow often arbitrary instructions in return for rewards (that foreshadow wages) in
preparation for doing the same in the labour market.
• adjusts students’ expectations about their capacities and likely remuneration when they enter the fulltime labour market.
• provides, when aggregated, employers with indications of the kind of skills prospective employees
have.
Officially
A- and above (80% and above)
• Work of exceptional quality showing a command of subject matter and appreciation of issues
• Has a clearly formulated argument which is developed throughout the work
• Engages the question or topic throughout the assignment
• Demonstrates wide reading of relevant literature
• Very well expressed
• High level of intellectual work
B+ (75-79%)
• Work of high quality showing strong grasp of subject matter and appreciation of major issues though
not necessarily of the finer points
• Has a clear argument which may not be fully sustained throughout the work
• Masters most of the concepts and issues raised by the question
• Shows diligent research
• Clearly expressed
• Good intellectual work
B- to B (65-70%)
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Work of good quality showing an understanding of subject matter and appreciation of main issues
though possibly with some lapses and inadequacies
Has an argument which may not be fully sustained throughout the essay and is possibly marred by
minor weaknesses
Fair range of reading
Well prepared and presented
Expression may need improvement in places
Solid intellectual work

•
•
•
•
•
C to C+ (55-64)
• Work of fair quality showing awareness of the main issues in the question but has difficulty framing a
relevant response
• Argument may be weak
• Takes a factual approach and does not attempt to interpret the findings
• Modest level of research
• Written expression and scholarly conventions need improvement
• Competent intellectual work
Fail or Restricted Pass (Below 55)
• Work of poor quality
• A lack of understanding or misconception of the issues and concepts raised in the question
• No clear argument is presented
• Insufficient grasp of the relevance and interrelatedness of the material being presented
• Poorly researched
• Expression that is difficult to understand
• Careless about scholarly conventions, spelling and other aspects of presentation

The Politics Department takes plagiarism very seriously. You should make sure that all submitted work is
your own. Care should be taken to correctly cite the work of others and the teaching team are happy to
provide guidance on this, or you can consult materials provided by the Student Learning Centre.
Plagiarism is defined as copying or paraphrasing another's work, whether intentionally or otherwise, and
presenting it as one's own. Any student found responsible for plagiarism in any piece of work submitted for
assessment shall be subject to the University's dishonest practice regulations which may result in various
penalties, including forfeiture of marks for the piece of work submitted, a zero grade for the paper, or in
extreme cases exclusion from the University. You will find information about different referencing styles in
the POLS 323 Essay Writing Guide below.

Reading: Texts, Books, Internet
A) Textbook
•

Paul D’Amato, The Meaning of Marxism, Updated (Second) Edition, Haymarket Books, Chicago, 2014.
Student Price: $31.50

•

This textbook provides at least some of the essential reading for most lectures in the course. To do well
in this course you need to read this book in its entirety during the course of the semester.

B) Supplementary Texts on Reserve
•

A large number of supplementary texts have been placed on reserve in the library. Please note, this
means actual books on shelves. At this stage, I am not planning on using the new e-reserve system
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that operates via Blackboard. For the details of the books held on Reserve in the Library, please see:
POLS 323 Marxism Course Reading Guide handout.

C) Photocopied Readings
•

The textbook is excellent. It will, however, be supplemented with a series of photocopied readings that I
will give out during the course of the semester.

D) The Internet
•

Because this course focuses on a large body of historical and theoretical scholarly literature, the
emphasis in this course is on published sources (print journals and books). In generally these have
been subject to rigorous quality control that does not apply to the bulk of material on the internet. An
increasing proportion of quality assured material is, however, now being published on the internet and
this is in the same category as the print sources referred to above. But you should only draw on nonquality assured internet sources after you have read the relevant material listed on this course guide
(see comment about essays above). Once you have done this it may be worth doing an internet based
search for relevant supplementary material.

•

I include links to useful online sources of information here:
https://briansroper.blogspot.com/2018/07/pols-323-marxism-classical-and.html

E) The Library
•

It is vitally important that you become familiar with the real as well as the online library. There is an
expectation built into all of the assessment for this course that you will read books and not rely
excessively on online sources.

POLS 323 Handouts and Blackboard
This Course Guide provides vital information for the course but it is also important to get hold of the other
handouts that will be given out during the semester.
You will be given lecture handouts at nearly all of the lectures- it is vital that you pick these up regularly if
you want to do well in the essay, test, and the exam.
The most important handouts are listed below. It would be a good idea to tick them off on this list as you get
them to make sure that you do have them.
• POLS 323 Course Reading Guide.
• POLS 323 Essay Handout.
• POLS 323 Final Examination Statement.
If you miss the lectures where these handouts are handed out then you can get a copy from a plastic
container on Brian’s office door (4.N.2 on the fourth floor of the Burns Building).
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In this course, Blackboard is mainly used to facilitate communication between those teaching the course
and the students taking it. It is not used for other purposes for a substantial number of reasons including the
following:
1) It discourages lecture attendance.
2) The University refuses to acknowledge the intellectual property rights of staff with respect to the
teaching materials that they upload to Blackboard.
3) Rather than students having to pay to print out notes if they want hard copy, they get efficiently
produced notes without having to cover the costs themselves.
4) Having to pick up handouts encourages students to become familiar with the physical location of the
Politics Department and teaching staff whereas placing everything online can have the effect of making
students feel alienated from the Department.
5) Past experience suggests that once students appreciate that most of the information they need is
provided via handouts in lectures and can be picked up anytime if needed then they cease to be
concerned about being unable to download this material from Blackboard.
6) Blackboard has open access for line managers, which means that they can monitor course material
easily.
7) There are learning advantages from reading hardcopy and handwriting notes – both with respect to
lecture notes, the textbook, and other literature sources for this paper (book chapters, journal articles,
etc).
8) Online technologies are increasingly being used to cut costs, staff and services, regardless of the
disadvantages of these technologies for student learning and university staff. The primary access point
for links to online sources for this paper is the POLS 323 2018 course blog- not Blackboard (see link
below).
https://briansroper.blogspot.com/2018/07/pols-323-marxism-classical-and.html

Recording Lectures
POLS 323 lectures are not being recorded or podcast. You are welcome, however, to record the lectures for
study purposes but please ask my permission first. University of Otago staff are also welcome to record a
lecture or lectures if they seek prior written permission from me. Unauthorised recording of lectures is not
permitted in POLS 102.

POLS 323 Essay Writing Guide- General Points
Your essay will be assessed on the basis of the following criteria:
1. Relevance to question
2. Quality of the introduction and conclusion.
3. Presentation.
4. Appropriate use of sources.
5. Overall structure & use of section headings to indicate structure.
6. Logical coherence of the argument.
7. Use of factual evidence to support argument.
8. Understanding of question.
9. Definitions and use of terms.
10. Written expression: fluency, grammar and spelling, proof reading.
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11. Referencing and bibliography
Relevance
Always read the question very carefully and make sure you understand what it asks. Examine each word
carefully. Try to state the topic in your own words. If you are not sure whether you have understood the
question correctly, ask the lecturer or your tutor. List the issues that the question raises and focus on the
issues that are directly related. Remember you have only around 2000 words. You cannot deal with all the
issues that may be relevant to the topic.
Structure
Your essay should have a clear structure that includes:
1. Introduction: Briefly states the question in a way that attracts reader’s attention. It also indicates how
the question will be addressed in the essay and gives a brief overview of the structure of the essay.
2. Main body divided into sections: The main body of the essay consists of a number of paragraphs
dealing with various aspects of the question. Each paragraph states a main idea or fact, elaborates it
and supports it with evidence. It is important that the paragraphs relate to each other and to the
topic. It is useful to have section titles for the main body of the essay. For example, if the essay topic
asks you to describe the key features of Athenian Democracy, and then consider its strengths and
weaknesses, the section headings for the essay could be: Introduction; 1) Athenian Democracy:
Central Features; 2) Strengths of Athenian Democracy; 3) Weaknesses of Athenian Democracy;
Conclusion.
3. Conclusion: It consists of a brief summary of the essay and emphasises the main points in your
argument.
Presentation
The essay should be within the required length. It should be typed, double-spaced and neatly presented with
the POLS 323 coversheet that includes your name and ID number, the course code and title, the essay
number and topic, your tutor’s name and the tutorial group that you are in. It should also have page
numbers, preferably on the top right of each page.
Appropriate Use of Sources
There are two aspects to this. First, the primary sources for the essay should be those listed in the Course
Guide, textbook, and the POLS 323 course reading brick. Essays that do not discuss the sources on the
reading lists for this course and instead draw solely on Internet sources and/or sources drawn from other
courses will be given a failed grade (D or E). Where the essay draws upon too few academic sources from
this course and too many Internet sources, it will be penalised.
Please note that the most common question from students about sources is: how many? There is no
simple answer to this question because it all depends how long the sources are. At the second year level
four or five sources (e.g. a book and three or four articles) may be all that is required for an excellent essay.
If the sources are shorter, however, then we would expect more like 6-10 sources to be listed in the
bibliography. Anything above this is a bonus but not required.

POLS 323: Classical and Contemporary Marxism

– 13 –

Second, whereas the first aspect is about what sources you use, this aspect focuses on how well you use
your sources in the essay. For example, if you cite Milton Friedman as being a critic of neoliberalism then
this indicates that you haven’t read Friedman, or else haven’t understood what you have read, because
Milton Friedman is a famous neoliberal economist and writer who is strongly critical of social democratic
Keynesianism and socialism.
Logical Coherence
An academic essay must be logically coherent, that is, all of the sentences should be consistent with each
other, and your conclusion should follow logically from the premises of your argument. For example,
Premise 1: Donald is a duck.
Premise 2: All ducks are yellow.
Conclusion: Therefore Donald is yellow.
This argument is logically valid, in that the premises logically entail the conclusion (if P1 and P2 are true,
then the conclusion must be true). Of course it is actually false (unsound) because all ducks are not yellow,
in fact most adult ducks are brown.
Conversely, an argument is incoherent when it is self-contradictory. For example,
Premise 1: Donald is a duck.
Premise 2: All ducks are yellow.
Conclusion: Therefore Donald is brown.
In this case the conclusion is not logically entailed by the premises. Actually, the conclusion is clearly
inconsistent with the premises and the argument is incoherent even if the concluding statement is true.
Beyond simple examples such as these formal logic becomes quite complex. The main thing to note is that
this is a technical way of saying that you should not contradict yourself when making an argument. Also try to
avoid making inconsistent statements within the essay. For example, if you state on page one that a leading
figure in the American Revolution, lets say James Madison, ‘developed an egalitarian model of democracy’
you shouldn’t be stating on page four that ‘James Madison helped to develop a model of democracy that
entrenched the disproportionate political influence of a wealthy elite’- you can argue one or the other but not
both in the same essay.
Research and Factual Evidence
The lecture notes, textbook, and the books recommended on the topic by the lecturer are designed to
provide guidance for writing the essay. But it is often useful to find other books and journal articles in the
library. As you should know by now, the library catalogue is based on the library of congress system that
brings together books on the shelves according to the focus of their subject matter. So, for example, if you
go looking for a book on the American Revolution in order to take that book out it is likely that you will find
other useful books around that book. And all of these books have been through rigorous processes of quality
assurance, unlike many sources available on the internet.
Search the Internet as well, but be mindful of credibility of the websites and be careful to make the
recommended readings the primary focus of your reading. Identify and locate the relevant sources of factual
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information that you can use to support your argument and strengthen your essay. As well as the Internet,
also check out the various statistical, governmental and encyclopaedic publications that are held in the
reference section of the library.
Written Expression: Fluency, Grammar and Spelling
Try to write clearly and concisely. Avoid long sentences. It is better to break down a long sentence into two
or three shorter ones. Also avoid very long paragraphs. Be careful to use correct grammar, punctuation and
spelling. Proof read your draft more than once. It may be useful to read the draft aloud to yourself to check
that your sentences clearly express what it is that you are trying to say. Use a spell-check but remember that
it cannot detect all typing mistakes. If you type “he” instead of “the” or “loin” instead of “lion,” for example, the
mistakes will go undetected.
Referencing and Bibliography
You should properly acknowledge all the information and ideas that you use from various sources. It can be
done within the text (in parentheses), in footnotes or endnotes. Most students use the Harvard system of
including bracketed references to your bibliography (author name, date, page number) in the text. However,
you will not be penalized for using another referencing system as long as you use it consistently.
Whichever system you use, all bibliographical citations should include author, title, publisher, place of
publication, date. For journal articles include journal title, date, volume and number of journal, and page
numbers. For chapters in edited books include the chapter author’s name, the title of the chapter, then the
editor’s name, title, publisher, place of publication, date, and page numbers of the chapter being cited. For
websites include the web address and the date you downloaded the article and/or information. Every time
that you include a direct quote in your essay the reference should include the page number(s).
N.B. we penalize essays that are not adequately referenced or that draw almost entirely upon
sources from the Internet. The essay should also include a bibliography, which is a complete list of all the
relevant books and articles that have been consulted, even if you have used a referencing system with
footnotes or endnotes. This is important because it makes it easy for the person reading and marking your
essay to see what sources that you have used in writing the essay as a whole.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is defined as “copying what somebody else has written or taking somebody else’s idea and trying
to pass it off as original” (Encarta® World English Dictionary). Plagiarism is the cardinal sin of academic
writing. It does not mean that you cannot use the facts and ideas presented by someone else elsewhere.
What it means is that you should paraphrase other people’s writings and provide proper reference. If the
exact words from a source are used, the quotation must be put in quotation marks with a citation including
the page number. For example, “The sunset glows pink inside the ears of a black dog” (Roper, 2015, p.1).
The full publication details should then appear in the bibliography.
Check Out the Student Learning Centre Website
The Student Learning Centre of the University provides free assistance to help you with your learning. It also
provides helps of really useful information on its website at:
http://slc.otago.ac.nz/study-resources-guides-and-tips/
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Feedback
I always welcome feedback from students in relation to my courses. If you think that aspects of the course
can be improved, including this course guide, then please get in touch and let me know.

These were diversions. Give my love
To Vic. He is aware of
The albatross. In the Otago storms
Carrying spray to salt the landward farms
The wind is a drunkard. Whoever can listen
Long enough will write again.
(Baxter, Collected Poems, 276.)
© This course guide is copyright 2018 of the author (Brian S. Roper) and cannot be reproduced, in whole or part, for
use in teaching this or other tertiary educational courses without the prior written permission of the author.
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POLS 323 Democracy: Essay Coversheet

Department of Politics
Te Tari Torangapu

1) The following Declaration has to be signed and appended to ALL essays and assignments:
“Declaration: I have read and understood the University plagiarism policy. I declare that this
assignment is entirely my own work, all sources have been properly acknowledged, and that I have
not previously submitted this work, or any version of it, for assessment in any other paper”.
Signature:

____________________

2) Please note: Do not use essays that you have already written for other papers or that you have
downloaded from the Internet.
3) The primary sources for the essay should be those in the textbook and reading brick with
supplementary reference to the reading lists in the Course Guide. Please note that essays that
do not discuss the sources on the reading lists for this paper and instead draw excessively
on internet sources and/or sources drawn from other courses will be given a failed grade (D
or E). At least 65% of the items listed in the essay bibliography should be drawn from the text,
course reader and POLS 323 Course Reading Guide.
Student Name (Essential): ____________________
Student ID (Essential): ____________________
Essay Topic:

Word Length: ___________________
Date: ____________________
ALWAYS KEEP A COPY OF YOUR ESSAY JUST IN CASE THE ORIGINAL IS LOST

