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University of Otago Research Grand Challenges
Expression of Interest
	
Registration due midday Friday 2 May 2025
to be emailed to research.committee@otago.ac.nz

	
Area of Research Grand Challenge (select one)
· Sustainability Research
· Māori Research

Name of Proposed Research Grand Challenge: 

Director/Principal Applicant’s Name and Title: 

Principal Research Grand Challenge members, Department/Programme, Role
Include non-Otago University people if applicable
e.g. 	Dr Jane Smith, Dept of Surgery, Clinical oversight
  	Mr James Jones, Dept of Pharmacy, Administrative support

Has the Grand Challenge been funded previously (as a Theme, Centre or Network)? 	Yes	No

If yes, indicate which years: 

Summary of the proposed Grand Challenge’s goals and structure
Briefly describe how the Grand Challenge will foster and coordinate interdisciplinary research and address pressing local and/or global issues and opportunities. 
Outline up to three of the Grand Challenge’s main goals with specific reference to where they align with Otago University’s vision and values as expressed in Vision 2040 and related documents (particularly, for this round, Tī Kōuka: The Sustainability Strategic Framework 2022–2030 and/or Te Aka Matua 2030/Māori Strategic Framework 2030 and Whakamana i Te Tiriti o Waitangi Domain Plan). 
Outline the proposed structure of the Grand Challenge, identifying possible directors, an independent Advisory Board chair and key partners, and describe how it will promote meaningful representation across the four academic divisions. Include a brief timeline of activity events or milestones. 
400 words maximum

Expected outcomes
Outline what the Grand Challenge plans to achieve with the funding. For example, to influence or achieve specific beneficial community, mātauraka and/or environmental impacts, to influence government policy, to create new collaboration networks, to improve the University’s performance in key university rankings, etc. 200 words maximum (bullet point list recommended).
If requesting funding in the areas of existing Theme(s), Centre(s) and/or Network(s), outline their outcomes achieved during the previous period of funding. 200 words maximum.

Milestones
Describe annual milestones by which progress can be measured (one sentence each). These will be used by Research Committee to help monitor the Grand Challenge’s progress. 
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