Maurice Wilkins Centre

Call for applications for
Strategic Investment in Metabolic Health

Closing date November 16th, 2026

Purpose: The Metabolic Health Theme is looking to invest funds into collaborative projects aligned with its two major research programmes that can deliver strategic outcomes on the current MWC Plan (Appendix 1, page 2) by the end of 2028.  Research projects aligned with any of the following criteria will be prioritized.

1. Projects building on knowledge gained from previous MWC funded projects that can deliver strategic outcomes by the end of 2028.
2. Projects that specifically deliver outcomes on the Māori and/or Pacific Strategic Plans (Appendix 2 and 3)
3. Projects that translate knowledge gained from previous MWC funded projects into a clinical setting.
4. Projects based on new initiatives that have the potential to rapidly deliver outcomes.

Funding available:  Approximately $490,000 is available to invest. Two to five projects over 18 months will be funded with budgets of up to $150K available per project. Applicants can apply for working expenses and/or costs for equipment/facilities and/or salary support.

Research proposals are to be detailed on the attached funding application form. A description of where the project ﬁts within the two major research programmes (Appendix 1, pages 4 to 6) and the above priority areas is required. A statement on how the project aims to deliver outcomes along with a timeline of when activities will be implemented is also required. The expectation is that the proposal will be led by Principal or Associate Investigators of the MWC. The MWC researchers involved and a statement of what roles people will have is also required. 

Send project applications to Maurice Wilkins Centre 
(maurice-wilkins-centre@auckland.ac.nz ).

Applications will be evaluated by members of the Metabolic Health Theme Leadership team with the aim of funding being available to successful candidates early in 2027.
Project teams should plan for all awarded funds to be spent by the 30th September 2028 as the use of any unspent funds after this date cannot be guaranteed by the MWC.

