
Sir John Walsh Research Institute 
(SJWRI) PhD Scholarship
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The SJWRI PhD Scholarship consists of a 
NZ$20,000 stipend per annum for three  
years (if full-time) plus domestic tuition  
fees for 36 months (excludes student services 
fee and insurance) to undertake PhD research 
in the Sir John Walsh Research Institute, 
Faculty of Dentistry. The primary supervisor 
of the successful applicant will also receive a 
NZ$5,000 project seeding grant to cover initial research expenses.  
Applicants are required to apply for a University of Otago PhD Scholarship prior to consideration of their SJWRI PhD Scholarship application. 

Our areas of research include:
• Biomechanics and oral implantology
• Clinical and translational research
• Craniofacial research
• Dental education research
• Dental epidemiology and public health
• Molecular microbiology
• Oral molecular and immunopathology

The Faculty of Dentistry, University of Otago is ranked amongst the top Dental Schools worldwide.
We advance oral health through excellence in research, teaching and clinical practice.

Applications must be submitted to the SJWRI Administrator by 1pm, Thursday 30 May, 2019. 

 
For more information, contact: sjwri.admin@otago.ac.nz | otago.ac.nz/sjwri

Faculty of Dentistry   |  Te Kaupeka Pūniho
New Zealand’s National Centre for Dentistry
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GUIDELINES FOR APPLICANTS 
 

Introduction 

The Sir John Walsh Research Institute (SJWRI) PhD Scholarship is a prestigious award to support 
doctoral research in the SJWRI. The SJWRI PhD Scholarship consists of a NZ$20,000 stipend per 
annum for three years (if full-time) plus domestic tuition fees for 36 months (excluding student 
services fee and insurance). The primary supervisor of the successful applicant will also receive 
a NZ$5,000 project seeding grant to cover initial research expenses. 

The 2019 application deadline is 1pm, Thursday 30 May, 2019. 

 

Eligibility 

The Scholarship is available to both domestic and international students. Applicants must 
usually be seeking to obtain their first doctoral qualification and will be expected to be resident 
in New Zealand. Candidates already enrolled in a PhD programme are ineligible to apply for a 
SJWRI PhD Scholarship. Candidates wishing to apply a SJWRI PhD Scholarship are required to 
first apply for a University of Otago Doctoral Scholarship (see below under Application Process); 
should the candidate not be awarded a University Scholarship, their application for a SJWRI PhD 
Scholarship will be considered. Selection is based predominantly on academic merit and the 
applicant’s potential for research. Confirmation of an applicant’s scholarship is dependent on 
approval of their application for admission to the University of Otago PhD programme and 
completion of the enrolment procedure. The candidate must have the support of a suitable 
primary supervisor from the Faculty of Dentistry, and the primary department for their 
enrolment must be the Sir John Walsh Research Institute.  

 

Academic criteria 

The SJWRI PhD Scholarship will be awarded on the basis of: 

a) The applicant’s academic record: 

In the case of an applicant for a doctoral scholarship who has completed a Master’s degree by 
papers and thesis (at least 0.75 EFTS), the grades of all relevant advanced level papers counting 
towards the award of the degree and the thesis will be taken into account. An explanation of 
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the time taken for completion of the thesis may be requested and considered by the SJWRI if 
the thesis has taken more than 2 EFTS (2 full-time years) to complete. In the case of an applicant 
for a scholarship without a Master’s degree including a thesis, the grades of all relevant 
advanced level papers counting towards the award of the applicant’s most relevant degree will 
be taken into account. 

In the case of applicants whose prior qualifications have been awarded by other universities, 
the SJWRI shall calculate a GPA score using what it considers to be the most relevant papers 
and grades provided on the applicant’s academic transcripts. Certificate of Proficiency and 
Pass/Fail papers will not be taken into account in the calculation. Most successful international 
scholarship applicants will have most relevant grades and/or a grade average in the US 
equivalent ‘A’ range.  

Applicants whose first language is not English must provide evidence of a satisfactory level of 
English language proficiency. For example, an IELTS (International English Language Testing 
System) score of 6.5 in the academic module (with no individual band below 6.0), a Paper-based 
TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) score of 587 with TWE (Test of Written English) of 
4.5, or an internet-based TOEFL score of 95 with a minimum writing score of 22. 

b) The applicant’s potential for, or record of, research. This will usually be evidenced by a 
substantial research thesis and one or more research publications in appropriate journals. 

c) The advice, recommendation and/or ranking of the Faculty of Dentistry. 

 

Tenure 

A SJWRI PhD Scholarship may be awarded with full-time or part-time tenure. Part-time tenure 
will only be granted in cases where full-time study is not practicably possible and where the 
candidate can demonstrate that they are particularly well prepared for part-time study.  

 

Application process 

Applicants should identify a research topic of interest to them that could be supervised by a 
suitably experienced Faculty of Dentistry academic staff member. Descriptions of research 
areas and expertise can be found on the Sir John Walsh Research Institute web pages 
(http://www.otago.ac.nz/sjwri/). Applicants should contact an appropriate academic staff 
member and, if they are able to support a project in their chosen area, develop with them a 
suitable research proposal. 

A candidate wishing to apply a SJWRI PhD Scholarship will be required to first apply for a 
University of Otago Doctoral Scholarship, which would provide a NZ$27,000 stipend per 
annum for three years plus domestic tuition fees for 36 months (excludes student services fee 
and insurance). Details on University of Otago Doctoral Scholarships can be found here: 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/graduate-research/scholarships/phd/index.html. Please note that 
applications for University of Otago PhD Scholarships are considered each month, but the 
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application process can take several months from start to finish. Candidates are encouraged to 
apply for the SJWRI PhD Scholarship at the same time as a University of Otago PhD Scholarship. 
Applicants are advised to apply for a University of Otago PhD Scholarship as soon as possible 
as the outcome of this application must be known by 30 May 2019. 

If the candidate is awarded a University of Otago PhD Scholarship their application for a SJWRI 
PhD Scholarship need not be considered, and they should begin their PhD studies at the SJWRI 
as soon as is mutually convenient for the applicant and supervisor, usually within six months 
of the award of the Scholarship. Should the candidate not be awarded a University of Otago 
PhD Scholarship, their application for a SJWRI PhD Scholarship (see below) will be considered.  

The applicant must submit to the SJWRI Administrator (sjwri.admin@otago.ac.nz) the following, 
in both hard copy and electronic formats: 

1. A two-page outline of their proposed PhD project containing the following sections: 
Background, Aims, Proposed Methods, and Significance, plus References (which are not 
counted within the two-page limit). 

2. An up-to-date curriculum vitae indicating academic qualifications and grades, English 
language proficiency, research experience and publications (if any).  

3. Two referee’s reports indicating the suitability of the applicant to PhD studies. 
4. A letter of support from their prospective supervisor indicating how the costs of the 

research will be covered. 

Applications for Sir John Walsh Research Institute PhD Scholarships will usually be called for 
once per year with an advertised application deadline. Applications will be assessed by the 
Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry and the Director of the SJWRI and approved by the Faculty of 
Dentistry Senior Management Team. Award criteria will include the academic calibre of the 
applicant, the suitability of the supervision and resourcing of the project its alignment with 
strategic directions of the Faculty of Dentistry. Applicants will be notified of the outcome of the 
application as soon as the applications have been assessed and an awardee has been 
approved. Successful applicants should begin their PhD studies as soon as is mutually 
convenient for the applicant and supervisor, and usually no later than six months of the award 
of the Scholarship. 

 

Submitting your application 

Once complete, please email a signed electronic copy (preferably in PDF format) of your 
application to the SJWRI Administrator, Nicole Summerfield:  sjwri.admin@otago.ac.nz  

All 2019 applications must be received no later than 1.00pm, Thursday 30 May, 2019. 

 

For further information please contact the SJWRI Administrator at the above address, or the 
SJWRI Research Manager, Dr James Smith: 

Phone:  +64 3 479 5662     
Email:   james.smith@otago.ac.nz  




