
Information Science

Information Science sits at the intersection of 
technology, people and organisations.

It is a distinct discipline and has a focus on Information 
and Communication Technologies (ICT) used by 
people to manage and process information within 
organisations.

It’s about using ICT to solve problems, and to help 
organisations work more effectively.

Innovation and Problem Solving 

“	This	degree	gives	you	a	head	start,	
separating	you	from	others.	There	is	
a	whole	industry	screaming	out	for	
smart	young	people	to	get	involved.	
I	love	getting	up	and	going	to	work	
as	every	day	provides	an	opportunity	
to	learn	something	fresh,	innovate,	
forge	new	working	relationships	
and	work	with	a	multitude	of	
organisations	—	anywhere	in	NZ.”

	 Emma	Johns	BCom	Information	Science

InformatIon sheet
INFORMATION
SCIENCE

0800	80	80	98
www.otago.ac.nz

txt	866
university@otago.ac.nz

YoUr PLaCe In the WorLD



O
ct

ob
er

 2
01

2

What	is	Information	Science?
Information Science is the study of 
information and how it is used by people 
within organisations. 

It is a broad discipline that combines a solid 
technical foundation with an understanding 
of the ways in which organisations use 
information. 

Information plays a vital role in just about 
everything we do. Sometimes this is visible, 
and sometimes it is hidden. For example, 
shops use information systems to manage 
stock and supply chains.

Why	study	Information	Science?
Information Science is an exciting and rapidly 
changing discipline. New technologies such as 
smart phones, social media, cloud computing 
and data analysis are changing the way 
business is done.

A degree in Information Science can be a 
foundation for an exciting and rewarding 
career. 

Background	Required
There are no formal prerequisites for 
studying Information Science at Otago but 
you might find English, Accounting, Geography, 
Science and Mathematics useful background 
subjects. You do not need to have studied 
Information Management or Technology  
at school. 

What	Subjects	go	well	with	Information	
Science?
Information Science is compatible with a 
diverse range of subjects including: Finance, 
Accounting, Marketing, Management, Law, 
Geography, Psychology, Mathematics and 
other Sciences. 

First	Year
The Information Science course is available 
as a Major in the Bachelor of Commerce 
(BCom), Bachelor or Arts (BA) and Bachelor 
of Science (BSc) degrees.

During the first year of your Information 
Science degree you will study:

Information and Communication in 
Organisations (BSNS106)
and either
Practical Programming (COMP150)
or
General Programming (COMP160)

Teaching	Style
Your classes will consist of lectures, tutorials 
and practical laboratories. The third year 
capstone paper involves projects with 
industry clients.

Student	Exchange
The University of Otago Student Exchange 
Programme allows students to undertake 
study at an international partner institution 
and credit the work they complete back to 
their Otago degree.

There are exchange agreements with more 
than 90 institutions in over 30 countries 
and currently there are 51 institutions that 
Commerce students can attend. You pay only 
your University of Otago fees and complete 
your qualification within the same timeframe.

The School of Business offers travelling 
scholarships to aid students who are heading 
overseas on exchange. A full list of the School 
of Business partner schools and details of the 
exchange programme and scholarships can 
be found at www.otago.ac.nz/business.

Career	Opportunities
People with Information Science skills 
are in high demand because of the vital 
role that information plays in modern 
organisations. There are many and varied 
career opportunities in fields such as business, 
science, education, health, music and mass 
media.

Social	Media
Visit our Facebook and Twitter pages.

www.facebook.com/infosciencealumni

www.twitter.com/otagoinfosci

There is a whole industry screaming out for 
smart young people to become involved in 
Information Science according to someone 
who’s living the dream.

Choosing to study at Otago because of 
the opportunities as well as its reputation, 
Emma Johns believes a BCom in information 
Science gives student much scope and 
room to move. “It provides a head start, it’s 
something that separates you from other 
Commerce students, and it puts you ahead 
of other consultants who don’t have IT 
knowledge and specialist skills.”

It also helped Emma to secure a job as a 
Business Consultant at Deloitte, where she 
is constantly thrust into new roles with a 
variety of different client organisations. This 
has challenged her to learn fast, and work 
alongside people with different knowledge 
and skill sets. 

A typical day could include anything from 
reviewing and analysing business processes, 
mapping data management, controlling risk, 
analysing systems and people’s performance 

or creating an information security 
framework. Other cool projects include 
systems selection, master data management, 
selecting and implementing survey and 
online assessment tools, or developing 
policies and frameworks.

The best part for Emma is that it’s always 
different.

“I love getting up and going to work as 
every day provides an opportunity to 
learn something fresh, innovate, forge new 
working relationships, and work with a 
multitude of organisations – anywhere in 
New Zealand.”

Emma’s job has already meant an 
overseas exchange, and the post-graduate 
university course she attended gave her 
the opportunity to see inside Singapore’s 
fascinating business world. “The hands-
on experience and chance to work with 
students from a totally different culture and 
business understanding was incredible, and it’s 
all come from the grounding I got at Otago.” 
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For	questions	about		
Information	Science

www.otago.ac.nz/informationscience

Emma	Johns	BCom	Information	Science
Business	Consultant	–	Deloitte


