
music
A World of Music

Music is a very important part of our lives. There are 
many types of music from different parts of the world, and 
from different times of the world’s history. We hear music 
wherever we go, we enjoy creating our own music, and we 
take pleasure in playing the music of others.

At the University of Otago Music Department we cover a 
unique combination of classical music, contemporary rock 
music, music technology and world music. If you want to 
develop as a performer, a composer or a songwriter we 
have stimulating papers in the creation of music to explore 
to a high level.  You might be interested in music in other 
ways too, such as discovering what makes music work as 
a language, how it communicates to people now, how it 
communicated to people in the past, and what it means to 
people in various world cultures.

Music can be studied as a major subject either for the 
Bachelor of Music (MusB) degree or for a Bachelor of 
Arts (BA) degree.  For more information about these 
qualifications, please refer to the back page.

Music can also be studied as a Minor subject in other 
degrees, or as stand-alone papers.

YOUR PLACE IN THE WORLD

www.otago.ac.nz/humanities
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MINOR SubjectS

ethNOMuSIcOlOgy 
Otago offers a wide range of subjects 
covering diverse musics of the world. 
Through the discipline of ethnomusicology 
we examine the social and cultural 
meanings of any musical style of any 
culture, how to study music and the people 
performing it, how music fits into its cultural 
context, and specific music of Asian, Pacific, 
Latin American, and European cultures. 
We also offer students the chance to play 
Javanese gamelan (Indonesian percussion), 
Japanese koto (zither), and African 
drumming (djembe) as practical studies 
in ethnomusicology, either as stand alone 
papers or within a specific area study. 

MuSIc techNOlOgy   
The music world of today is comprised of 
overlapping media and technologies and 
new music professionals will need a plurality 
of skill-sets to make their mark. Desktop 
tools for music creation and production 
provide an unprecedented opportunity 
for people to create their music outside of 
traditional studio-system production houses. 
Along with these increased opportunities 
comes a need for related skill-sets in using 
the technology to create sophisticated 
and meaningful media products. The Music 
Technology minor caters to any music 
genre or style, from classical to traditional 
folk music, jazz and beyond. The papers 
are designed to empower students with 
the tools necessary to create, perform, 
record and enjoy music on all levels in the 
constantly expanding digital environment 
we experience today.

MuSIc INduStRy   
The Music Industry minor enables students 
to negotiate the modern music business 
and achieve success in their careers. This 
minor provides a pathway for those students 
wishing to gain a comprehensive insight into 
the ways in which the creative industries 
work. Consisting of papers in music industry 
studies, music technology, songwriting, 
marketing and communication and popular 
culture studies, the Music Industry minor 
reflects the plurality of creative and business 
skills necessary for achieving your goal 
as a performer, composer, producer or 
music industry professional. This pathway 
provides a professional focus for students 
whose aim is to combine their artistic and 
creative abilities with practical and necessary 
commercial skills. This combination of skills 
will prove very valuable in the music industry.

For questions about Music
Tel 0800 80 80 98
Email university@otago.ac.nz

www.otago.ac.nz/music
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claSSIcal MuSIc 
The Classical Music minor is a specialised 
programme offered for students wishing to 
develop their historical, analytical and stylistic 
knowledge of western classical music from the 
16th to 21st centuries. Students will acquire a 
high level of musical literacy as they undertake 
cumulative papers in the materials of music, as 
well as papers focussing on the social, historical 
and stylistic aspects of music. The programme 
has the flexibility to encompass a range of other 
subjects, while at the same time developing 
skills aimed at a deep intellectual and artistic 
engagement with classical music.

POPulaR MuSIc  
The Popular Music minor is an innovative 
programme for students interested in the 
diverse popular musics of the world and their 
cultural contexts. Suitable for students with or 
without a background in music performance, 
this minor allows for a flexible combination of 
papers in film music, world music, and cultural 
studies, as well as marketing and industry 
papers to equip our graduates with the 
practical skills necessary to enter the creative 
industries. Popular music is a contemporary 
phenomenon and Otago’s Popular Music minor 
will provide you with the ability to critically 
evaluate its function in your everyday life and 
the world around you.

MuSIc   
A general introduction to music where students 
take several core papers and choose others 
within their areas of interest. Students can 
choose from a range of music papers. The focus 
in these papers can range from music analysis 
to music history, from classical music to pop 
music, from music technology to music in film, 
and from New Zealand music to world musics.

QualIfIcatIONS

bachelOR Of MuSIc aNd 
bachelOR Of aRtS
Music can be studied as a major subject for 
the Bachelor of Music (MusB) degree, with the 
following possible majors: Contemporary Music 
Performance, Classical Music Performance, 
Composition, Classical Music, Popular Music, 
World Music and Music Studies.  

Music can also be studied as a major subject 
for a Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree, leading to 
a BA in Music.  The BA in Music must include 
at least nine Music papers, whereas the MusB 
degrees must include at least 16 Music papers.  
Therefore the BA in Music provides the 
opportunity to study a wider range of non-
Music papers. 

For both degrees Music can be studied to 
honours level.

MuSIc aS a MINOR Subject
Music can be studied as a minor subject for a 
Bachelor of Arts (BA), a Bachelor of Theology 
(BTheol), a Bachelor of Science (BSc) and a 
Bachelor of Commerce (BCom). The following 
minors are available: Ethnomusicology, Music 
Technology, Music Industry, Classical Music, 
Popular Music and Music.



WORld MuSIc

OlI WIlSON
PhD student

“When I took my first papers in Ethnomusicology I needed extra points 
towards my degree. I didn’t want to be an ethnomusicologist when I grew 
up, but the papers opened my eyes to a whole new way of thinking about 
music and culture, and I was exposed to innovative and exciting ideas and 
concepts that inspired me to pursue my studies in this area at a higher level.

“After taking MUSI 228 (Music in Pacific Cultures), I became interested in 
the indigenous music of Oceania, which led to a successful application for a 
highly competitive summer scholarship at the Australian National University’s 
“Centre for Cross-Cultural Research” for the summer. 

“In Australia, I studied popular Aboriginal music and later that year was 
awarded a scholarship to attend the “Chanted Tales” workshop in Goroka, 
in the Eastern Highlands province of Papua New Guinea (PNG). This was 
a unique opportunity to see ethnomusicologists at work in the “field”, and 
also to make valuable contacts and form ideas for my own research.

“I was awarded an Otago University PhD scholarship, and was also 
appointed to a Teaching Assistant position in the Music Department, 
where I contribute to papers in ethnomusicology and popular music 
studies.

“I am currently researching modernity and tradition in the popular music 
of PNG and thoroughly enjoying it. This will involve spending up to twelve 
months in PNG studying and participating in a truly fascinating culture. 
When deciding where to base my postgraduate research, Otago came 
out tops. I am confident that Otago University offers one of the highest 
quality courses in ethnomusicology and popular music studies with world-
class academic tuition.”

MuSIc techNOlOgy

ADON MOSkAl 
Bachelor of Music (Honours), Master of Music

Adon’s interest in Music and Music Technology began in high school, 
where he taught himself guitar, piano and drums.  He discovered Sibelius, 
software for composing music, and became quite proficient with it, which 
helped with his first year Music Technology paper. Adon completed his 
Bachelor of Music (Honours) with a minor in Music Technology and then 
went on to do his Masters in Composition (Studio Production).

Adon is the lead synth player in Dunedin ‘80’s style rock-group, The 
DFenders, who recently released their debut album. “While it definitely 
helps to be a performer, you don’t necessarily have to be able to perform 
to be a good producer,” he says.  “I am living proof of that!” 

Adon believes that the Music Technology papers provide useful tools 
for composers, producers and sound engineers.  The papers include 
experience with industry standard software for composing, recording 
and producing.  They also cover the mechanics of recording, processing, 
studio engineering and producing; from setting up microphones to using 
equalizers to get the sound you want.  Adon says that these tools are just 
as helpful for classical musicians, who could create accompaniments for 
their performances or compose their own music and be able to listen to 
what it might sound like.

“I wanted to write and record an album the way albums used to be 
recorded. . . . Nowadays albums are so mass-produced and over-produced, 
it is important to be able to keep the authenticity of the sound, to know 
when to stop tweaking it.”

“ There’s a lot more freedom if you can do it yourself, otherwise 
producers tell you what to do; plus it’s cheaper.” 

Adon is continuing his education in the music industry, as he learns how to 
make a music video!

cONteMPORaRy MuSIc 

lIBBY HAMIlTON
Bachelor of Music (Honours)

“I joined the Contemporary Music programme at Otago because I 
wanted to pursue my passion. You often hear people say ‘It’s who you 
know’ in regard to making it in the music industry, and what better place 
to start than under the guidance of experienced professionals. 

“Studying contemporary music really opened my eyes to the intricate 
craftsmanship behind writing a good song.  A song can sound so simple 
yet can have a great deal of complexity behind it. It’s the subtle things we 
often dismiss, like the way the music marries with the lyrics, that give a 
song its depth and magic.

“Working with others in randomly assigned bands gave me the 
opportunity to be exposed to a huge variety of styles, genres and musical 
minds.  Everybody brings his or her own ingredients to the band, which 
can result in an original, unique type of sound being created.

“Each and every paper contributes a small piece to the great puzzle. 
Having this knowledge can give you the tools to understand why 
certain music works for you and this can be applied to your own music. 
The course offers outstanding tuition in composition, theory and the 
production side of things where you are given the opportunity to work 
with the latest software to develop techniques in studio operation.

“I can confidently say that I now have the skills to apply over a vast 
musical field and this has opened many doors. Whether it is a career in 
song writing, composing music for film scores, working in a band, working 
as a studio musician or even sound engineering, there are multiple paths I 
can take and the future is exciting!”

claSSIcal MuSIc 

ANNA lEESE
Opera/Classical singer

Anna Leese is an opera/classical singer who graduated from Otago with 
a Bachelor of Music (MusB), first class Honours. She has since completed 
the Royal College of Music London Postgraduate Diploma in Advanced 
Opera Studies.

One of the main reasons that Anna came to the Department of Music 
at Otago was because she had heard such great things about the 
department. “I wanted to learn from Isabel Cunningham and had heard 
that the department was very good.”

Anna says she gained many things from her studies at Otago, but a few 
stand out.

“My studies in the Music department really instilled discipline in me. If a 
singer has no discipline, they won’t go far as the job requires a lot of self-
motivation and practice.” 

As a singer she was encouraged by the department to take some 
language papers. “In New Zealand we are at a bit of a disadvantage 
because we’re so physically isolated from Europe and don’t get much 
exposure to a range of languages. I took some German and French 
papers and am glad I did. They have been very useful.”

At Otago, because Dunedin is a relatively small city, there are more 
openings available to you than in a big city. “In Dunedin if you do well 
there are so many opportunities to be in the lime-light. By the time I 
left I had been involved in a number of performances and had been 
interviewed a few times too. It was all good practice.”

Anna says that the University ‘was on my side’ when it was time to 
take the next step. “I am grateful to the University, they were very, very 
supportive and helped me find funding for further studies.” 

profiles

MajOR SubjectS 

cONteMPORaRy MuSIc PeRfORMaNce   
Two study pathways are offered in Contemporary Music Performance. 
These innovative courses form the foundation of Otago’s programme 
in Contemporary Music and the Department is proud of the success 
achieved by many of the students who have taken them. Students have 
a choice of study between the song writing–orientated pathway and the 
one that specialises in instrumental technique with a view to becoming a 
freelance musician. Both of these options offer students a path of study 
that has been constructed by Department staff with backgrounds in the 
professional world of music making at the highest levels. Students are 
also able to combine study in Contemporary Music Performance with 
historical, analytical and cultural studies of music, providing a vital insight 
into the consumption and effect of popular music in contemporary 
societies. Entry to the performance programme requires an audition. Early 
applications are encouraged.

claSSIcal MuSIc PeRfORMaNce   
The Classical Music Performance programme develops performing 
potential through individual lessons and workshops under expert 
staff guidance. The Department of Music offers a supportive and 
inspirational environment in which individual instrumental or vocal 
technique and musical awareness are fostered and promoted. Many 

Classical Music performance students have achieved outstanding national 
and international success, based upon the foundations and mentoring 
offered by the classical performance staff. On offer is a broad spectrum 
of instrumental and vocal possibilities, with regular performance 
opportunities both within the University’s public music programmes and 
beyond. Entry to the performance programme requires an audition. Early 
applications are encouraged.

cOMPOSItION   
A comprehensive training in Composition (including Music Technology and 
Song-Writing) is provided to students at all levels of study. Broad-ranging 
in content, the Composition major caters to all forms of musical creativity 
and music style. In the first year of study students may specialise in one 
area or mix different interests, such as Classical Music or Popular Music. In 
the following years, opportunities are made available for specialisation in 
writing for other media such as film, dance, television or theatre. There are 
no minimum entry requirements for the first-year composition papers, 
although students with little or no music reading ability are strongly 
encouraged to up-skill in the first semester.

claSSIcal MuSIc 
The Classical Music major is a specialised programme offered for students 
wishing to develop their historical, analytical and stylistic knowledge of 
western classical music from the 16th to 21st centuries. Students will 
acquire a high level of musical literacy as they undertake cumulative 
papers in the materials of music, as well as papers focussing on the 
social, historical and stylistic aspects of music. The programme has the 
flexibility to encompass a range of other subjects, while at the same time 
developing skills aimed at a deep intellectual and artistic engagement with 
classical music.

POPulaR MuSIc 
The Popular Music major is an innovative programme for students 
interested in the diverse popular musics of the world and their cultural 
contexts. Suitable for students with or without a background in music 
performance, this major allows for a flexible combination of papers in film 
music, world music, and cultural studies, as well as marketing and industry 
papers to equip our graduates with the practical skills necessary to enter 
the creative industries. Popular music is a contemporary phenomenon and 
Otago’s Popular Music major will provide you with the ability to critically 
evaluate its function in your everyday life and the world around you.

WORld MuSIc 
Otago offers a wide range of subjects covering diverse musics of the 
world. We examine the social and cultural meanings of any musical style 
of any culture, how to study music and the people performing it, how 
music fits into its cultural context, and specific music of Asian, Pacific, Latin 
American, and European cultures. We also offer students the chance to 
play Javanese gamelan (Indonesian percussion), Japanese koto (zither), and 
African drumming (djembe) as practical studies in ethnomusicology, either 
as stand alone papers or within a specific area of study.

MuSIc StudIeS   

The Music Studies major is the most flexible of the Music majors. This 
major is the least specialised and allows the student to structure their 
own course of papers. The student must take several required papers 
and in addition must take two further papers in Classical, World or 
Popular Music – one of which must be at third-year level. As well as its 
flexibility, the Music Studies major will be useful to students who start a 
Performance or Composition major but then decide not to go to third 
year in that discipline.


