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CHTH 235/335 
 

Special Topic: Christian Theology and 
Science 

  Course Outline 2020 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to CHTH 235/335: Christian Theology and 
Science. The relationship between Christian 
theology and science has for the most part been a 
rich and constructive one, occasional tensions 
notwithstanding. This paper will explore the history 
of the relationship between these two spheres of 
human enquiry and investigate the current prospects 
for fruitful interaction between theology and science. 
 
This Pre-Christmas Summer School course will be 
taught over five weeks. Campus Room Venue: 
ME215 (which is in the Mellor building). Distance 
Students are to join in classes live via Zoom 
Videoconferencing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr Nicola Hoggard Creegan is the co-director of New Zealand Christians in Science. She 
is a theologian who specialises in the interface between evolutionary theory and theology. 
Nicola  is currently an adjunct Lecturer at Flinders University and a Research Scholar at the 
College of St John the Evangelist in Auckland. Her PhD is in Theology and her original 
training was in mathematics and biology. Her latest book, Animal Suffering and the Problem 
of Evil  was published by Oxford University Press in 2013. 
 
 
For further information about Nicola go to: http://www.nzcis.org/nicola/ 
 
 
 
 

PRE-CHRISTMAS SUMMMER 
SCHOOL 2020 

9 November - 9 December. 
 
Classes:  
Mon: 10.00 am - 12.00 pm 
Weds: 9.00 am - 12.00 pm 
 
Room: ME215 (Mellor Building) 
(Distance students are to join in 
live via Zoom Videoconferencing) 
 

Lecturer:   

Dr Nicola Hoggard-Creegan 
 

Academic Liaison: 

Professor David Tombs 
david.tombs@otago.ac.nz  
 
 

LECTURER'S INTRODUCTION 
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By the end of this paper students at 200-level will be able to: 
  

1. Show familiarity with different models of and approaches to the science/theology 
interface; 

2. Be able to identify some of the cultural aspects of our knowing and research; 
3. Understand some of the historical threads of engagement between faith institutions 

and science; 
4. Give an informed and critical account of selected ethical issues at the boundary of 

faith and science, especially as they relate to the status of other animals and ecology; 
and 

5. Show the relevance of sources in popular culture for exploring major themes in the 
engagement between theology and science. 
 

By the end of this paper students at 300-level will be able to:  
 

1. Show familiarity with different models of and approaches to the science/theology 
interface; 

2. Be able to identify and critically assess some of the cultural aspects of our knowing 
and research; 

3. Understand some of the historical threads of engagement between faith institutions 
and Science; 

4. Give an informed and critical account of selected ethical issues at the boundary of 
faith and Science, especially as they relate to the status of other animals and ecology;  

5. Show the relevance of sources in popular culture for exploring major themes in the 
engagement between Theology and Science; and 

6. Articulate critically some of the main challenges and opportunities for Theology as it 
interacts with both Biology/Anthropology and Physics. 

 

 
This paper will be taught over 9 November - 9 December 2020 via twice-weekly classes. 
Distance Students will be required to join in live via Zoom.  

 

 
CHTH 235 
 

1. Weekly online quizzes  25%.  
2. Two two-page reflections (each 500-600 words) on some topic discussed in class, 

15%.   
3. An essay selected from a range of topics: 3000 words, 60% 

 
CHTH 335 
 

1. Weekly quizzes, 25%. 

TEACHING 

ASSESSMENT 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

http://www.nzcis.org/nicola/
http://www.nzcis.org/nicola/
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2. Two two-page reflections (each 500-600 words) on some topic discussed in class, 
15%. 

3. An essay selected form a range of topics: 3500 words, 60%. 

 

 
• Blackboard, the University’s online learning tool; 

• Required textbook (see below) 

• eReserve, a resource for electronic readings, which you can access via Blackboard; 

• The Department's “Study and Style Guide” which recommends students use the 16th 
edition of the Chicago citation style when writing essays. It is available online at 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/  

• The handbook Distance Learning Information and Support 2019, providing advice on 
administrative matters not covered in this course book and on the Distance Library 
Service. (You may download the PDF from the 'Essential Information' web page). 

 

THIS IS IMPORTANT! 

Please Note: You must have access to Blackboard and your University email address 
in order to complete this paper. You will receive access once your enrolment is complete. 
Communications from your lecturer regarding teaching matters will be provided only through 
Blackboard and your University email address, as outlined in the University's Student 
Communications Policy, so you must check these emails regularly. Student Administration 
(eVision) will also send important messages through your University email.  

If you have any concerns about your access to Blackboard or to other course resources, 
please contact the lecturer or administrative staff immediately so that these can be resolved. 

You will find there is a lot of helpful information and resources on the Department’s 
website.  In particular, we require you to read the section called “Essential Student 
Information.”  You will find it here:   

 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/ 

 
This page provides a number of useful resources such as the Study and Style Guide and 
the Plagiarism Declaration Form you must attach to your assignments.  It supplies detailed 
information on assessment and student support.  In particular, it contains guidance on the 
topics of plagiarism and deadlines, both of which can incur penalties if not heeded.  This 
also is where you will find instructions for making online discussion posts and submitting 
assignments electronically.  So it is very important you make yourself familiar with this 
material.  Our assumption is that you have read it.   

 
We will make reference to information on the website in the following pages, so do take the 
time to follow the links and absorb the material.  It will save you from making costly mistakes 
and help to make the practical experience of distance study a straightforward one.  
 
  

RESOURCES 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
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Week 1 
 
Mon 9 Nov: Models of Interaction 
Weds 11 Nov: Historical landmarks 
 
Week 2 
 
Mon 16 Nov:  Historical Landmarks  
Weds 18 Nov: Darwinism in 19th Century New Zealand (with visiting lecturer John 
Stenhouse) 
 
Week 3 
 
Mon 23 Nov: Creation, God and Science  
Weds 25 Nov: Issues in Biology and theology (with visiting lecturer Graeme Finlay) 
 
Week 4 
 
Mon 30 Nov: Issues in Bioogy and Science – Fall and the problem of evil: visiting lecturer 
Emma Belcher) 
Weds 2 Dec: Issues in Physics and theology  
 
Week 5 
 
Mon 7 Dec: Ecology  
Weds 9 Dec: Bioethics  
 

 
Required textbook: J.B. Stump & Alan G. Padgett, (eds) Blackwell Companion to Science 
and Christianity, Oxford: Blackwell, 2012. 
https://otago.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ihp3dt/OTAGO_ALMA5122096741000
1891 
[The library has the ebook version of this, which can be read online, and/or you can 
download selected chapters, or download the whole book. A number of chapters are used 
as readings in the course]. 
  
Recommended textbook: Tom McLeish, Faith and Wisdom in Science, Oxford University 
Press, 2014.  
https://otago.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ihp3dt/OTAGO_ALMA5128853195000
1891 
[The library has the ebook version of this, which can be read online and you can download 
up to 118 pages of its 284 pages. Only 3 users can access it at the same time so it is helpful 
to other readers if you download and read off-line. If you wish to purchase your own complete 
copy it is available for purchase on kindle]. 

COURSE CONTENT  

READINGS  

https://otago.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ihp3dt/OTAGO_ALMA51220967410001891
https://otago.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ihp3dt/OTAGO_ALMA51220967410001891
https://otago.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ihp3dt/OTAGO_ALMA51288531950001891
https://otago.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ihp3dt/OTAGO_ALMA51288531950001891
https://otago.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ihp3dt/OTAGO_ALMA51220967410001891
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Also recommended: Alister McGrath, Science and Religion: A New Introduction, 
Wiley/Blackwell, 2020.  
https://otago.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q5v1tf/OTAGO_ALMA21288540200001
891 
[Unfortunately there is no ebook version in the library since a library licence is not yet 
available. You may wish to purchase your own copy as an e-textbook licence from Amazon, 
but it is not required]. 
 
 
Please see the 'Reading List' in 'Course Documents' on Blackboard  which indicates the 
readings,  online videos or links that should be studied ahead of each teaching session. 
 
Several of the readings for this paper will consist of videos or web pages which you can find 
either by searching the URL or on Blackboard (Course Documents) and/or eReserve.  All 
readings that are within copyright have been printed in the Course Reader, but many will be 
online-only, meaning that access to Blackboard will be essential for this course. 
 
We recommend that you download any online-only readings before the course begins, to 
ensure you have access, and please contact the Administrator if you find any readings or 
links are unavailable. 

 

 
Please ensure that you select assignment options from the correct level, 235, or 335.  
 
CHTH235 
Assignment 1: 5 Quizzes   
 
Online quiz through Blackboard 
To be complected each week by Friday   
 
Assignment 2; Two two-page (500-600 words each) discussion papers. 
Due November 20th, and Dec 4th  

• Introduce an issue, concept or historical event discussed in class 

• Describe its significance and points of tension, in both science and theology 

• Identify some ways of resolving the issue 
For example: Galileo, natural selection, reading Genesis, creation  
 

 Key assessment criteria  

• Choose and define a topic at the boundary of science/theology 

• Clearly engage with the topic and describe the tension or relevance 

• Provide clear alternative resolutions 

• Good grammar and well-written 

• Provide at least three key sources 
 

Assignment 3 Research Essay  

Due date: Friday 18th December 2020 
Length: 3000 words.  
  

ASSIGNMENT QUESTIONS 

https://otago.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q5v1tf/OTAGO_ALMA21288540200001891
https://otago.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q5v1tf/OTAGO_ALMA21288540200001891
https://otago.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q5v1tf/OTAGO_ALMA21288540200001891
https://otago.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q5v1tf/OTAGO_ALMA21288540200001891
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Description: 
Students should choose a topic in dialogue with the instructor, from one of the areas covered 
in class. The topic will be researched using class and library resources, and include an 
historical element. The student will discuss the reason for their interest in the topic, their 
preferred understanding, together with alternative resolutions and interpretations. The 
relevance of and repercussions of the topic for ethics, culture and church will also be 
discussed.  
   
Examples of possible topics: imago dei and human distinctiveness; how does evolution fit 
with God as creator; what is the theological status of animals; the influence of Darwin on 
religion; how has evolution changed the problem of evil; how does the Christian theology of 
creation and salvation influence our care of creation.  
 
Key assessment criteria: 
 
The essay should 

• Be on a topic in an area of science/theology where there is significant debate and 
discussion 

• Have a clear thesis, but should critically explore the options and various sides of the 
debate or topic 

• Briefly include and articulate the historical aspects of the topic 

• Be well–written, well-argued, and coherent  

• Include materials covered in class, as well as independently researched sources 

• Include at least 5 well respected/peer reviewed sources  

• Include a section on the cultural or ethical significance of the theme 

• Be appropriately referenced  
 
 
CHTH335 

 

Assignment 1: 5 Quizzes   

Online quiz through Blackboard 
To be complected each week by Friday   
 
 
Assignment 2: Two two-page (500-750 words each) discussion papers. 
Due November 20th, and Dec 4th  

• Introduce an issue, concept or historical event discussed in class 

• Describe its significance and points of tension, in both science and theology 

• Identify some ways of resolving the issue 
For example: Galileo, natural selection, reading Genesis, creation  
 

 Key assessment criteria  

• Choose and define a topic at the boundary of science/theology 

• Clearly engage with the topic and describe the tension or relevance 

• Provide clear alternative resolutions 

• Good grammar and well-written 

• Provide at least three key sources 
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Assignment 3  

Due date: Friday 18 December 2020 
Length: 3500 words   
 
Description: 
Students should choose a topic in dialogue with the instructor, from one of the areas covered 
in class. The topic will be researched using class and library resources, and including an 
historical element. The student will discuss the reason for their interest in the topic, their 
preferred understanding, together with alternative resolutions and interpretations. The 
relevance of and repercussions of the topic for ethics, culture and church will also be 
discussed. 
    
Examples of possible topics: imago dei and human distinctiveness; how does evolution fit 
with God as creator; what is the theological status of animals; the influence of Darwin on 
religion; how has evolution changed the problem of evil; how does the Christian theology of 
creation and salvation influence our care of creation.  
 
Key assessment criteria: 
 
The essay should 

• Contribute to one of the main challenges or opportunities in Theology/ethics as it interacts 
with biology/evolution or physics 

• Have a clear thesis, but should critically explore the options and various sides of the 
debate or topic 

• Briefly include and articulate the historical aspects of the topic 

• Be well–written, well-argued, and coherent  

• Include materials covered in class, as well as independently researched sources 

• Include at least 6 well respected/peer reviewed sources  

• Be appropriately referenced  
 

 
For writing essays, the Department requires that you use the 16th edition of the Chicago 
Style Guide, which is the norm for many academic journals in the Humanities and is often 
recommended for theses in the humanities. The Department has prepared a Study and Style 
Guide, which outlines the Chicago Style and offers other advice on essay presentation. You 
may find it via the Department’s “Student Resources and Information” page: 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/  
 

 
All assignments shall be submitted electronically via the “Assignment” feature on 
Blackboard by midnight on the due dates notified.  Please do not submit paper copies. For 
full instructions about how to submit assignments electronically via Blackboard as well as 
other important information on plagiarism, grading, and deadlines, please see the “Essential 
Information” web page. 
 

REFERENCING SYSTEM 

SUBMITTING WRITTEN WORK 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
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All Assignments submitted in the Department of Theology and Religion must be prefaced 
with a student Plagiarism Declaration Form. They will not be deemed to have been submitted 
unless and until the Plagiarism Declaration Form has been submitted. It can be downloaded 
from http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/  
It is also on the Blackboard site for this course. 
  

http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
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Academic integrity means being honest in your studying and assessments. It is the basis for 
ethical decision-making and behaviour in an academic context.  Academic integrity is 
informed by the values of honesty, trust, responsibility, fairness, respect and courage. 
Students are expected to be aware of, and act in accordance with, the University’s Academic 
Integrity Policy. 
  
Academic Misconduct, such as plagiarism or cheating, is a breach of Academic Integrity and 
is taken very seriously by the University.  Types of misconduct include plagiarism, copying, 
unauthorised collaboration, taking unauthorised material into a test or exam, impersonation, 
and assisting someone else’s misconduct. A more extensive list of the types of academic 
misconduct and associated processes and penalties is available in the University’s Student 
Academic Misconduct Procedures. 
 
It is your responsibility to be aware of and use acceptable academic practices when 
completing your assessments. To access the information in the Academic Integrity Policy 
and learn more, please visit the University’s Academic Integrity website at 
www.otago.ac.nz/study/academicintegrity or ask at the Student Learning Centre or Library. 
If you have any questions, ask your lecturer. 
  

http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116838.html 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116850.html 

 

 
The “Essential Information” web page provides helpful information on how to access the 
University Library’s resources, as well as a guide to the support services available to students 
at the University of Otago, including the Student Learning Centre and Disability Support: 
https://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/ 
 
For administrative and distance learning enquiries, please contact:  
Sharon Pine, Theology 
Email: theology@otago.ac.nz, Phone: 03 479 8639 
 
For after-hours enquiries or assistance with IT support, eVision, and other University 
services, please contact AskOtago: ask.otago.ac.nz  or phone 0800 80 80 98. 
 
We recommend that you contact the Department as soon as possible if you have any 
problems participating in the course or accessing resources, or if you are late in 
enrolling. Please remember to check your University email account regularly for 
updates and announcements. 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

STUDENT SUPPORT 

DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY  
University of Otago, PO Box 56, Dunedin 9054, New Zealand 

www.otago.ac.nz/theology 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/study/academicintegrity
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116838.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116850.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/study/academicintegrity
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116838.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116838.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116850.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116850.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116850.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116850.html
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