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Welcome to the course, and welcome to the key 
theme of Systematic Theology: the Trinity. It is my 
hope that this course deepens your appreciation of 
the mystery of the being of the triune God, and 
advances your understanding of how this God is at 
work in the world in order to make all things new.  
 
This course will focus on the biblical nature of the 
doctrine, what some key classical theologians have 
said about the doctrine, and what a few leading 

voices in contemporary theology have to offer us. It will be a challenging paper, one 
designed to help you discover the theological universe that is the doctrine of the Trinity. The 
basic argument of the course is that the three—Father, Son, and Spirit—are united in being, 
and their common being is revealed in their creation, maintenance, and perfection of 
covenant fellowship with the creature. We will see that the God the Bible gives us is truly 
triune. There is no God behind the God we meet in the history of Israel as it is fulfilled in 
Jesus. Let us then investigate the riches and depth of this extraordinary claim! 
 

 
Your lecturer for this paper is Associate Professor Chris Holmes, Associate Professor in 
Systematic Theology at Otago and Head of the Theology Programme. He studied Historical 
and Systematic Theology at Wycliffe College, University of Toronto. Chris is the author of 
several journal articles and book chapters as well as five books. His latest book is A 
Theology of the Christian Life: Imitating and Participating in God, published by Baker 
Academic. 
 

 
By the end of the course you should have: 
 

1. Acquired a sound grasp of the key elements in the classical theology of the Trinity. 
 

2. Developed an ability to discern the connections between the logic of Trinitarianism 
and Christian belief as a whole. 
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3. Furthered your assessment of the relevance of historical doctrinal developments for 
a contemporary systematic account of the Christian faith. 

 
4. Understand the deeply scriptural character of Christian teaching on the Trinity. 

 
These Learning Outcomes will be achieved by: 
 

1. A systematic study of selected key texts in the history of Trinitarian theology. 
 

2. Pondering and responding to questions about the implications of each particular 
contribution for other elements of theology and ethics. 

 
3. Identifying the respective influences of texts, traditions, and socio-cultural factors, 

both on the historical arguments themselves and on us as we interpret them. 
 

4. By composing written responses to challenging questions in the assignments. 
 

5. Contemplating the biblical basis of the doctrine. 
 

6. Sharpening the ability to articulate claims about God’s uniqueness in a pluralist world. 
 
In addition, CHTH313 students should have: 
 

1. Acquired a rich sense of the teaching of some of the Western (Latin) church’s greatest 
thinkers by writing essays that exegete some of their most important works; 
 

2. Understood the deeply pastoral character of classical thinking on the Trinity and its 
many implications for Christian life. 

 

 
• Four one-hour and twenty-minute videoconference sessions using Zoom 
• A teaching day held in Wellington 
 

 
• Three written assignments. There is no final examination for this paper.  

 
 

 
• Blackboard, the University’s online learning tool; 
• This Course Outline and the Study Guide (found on Blackboard); 
• eReserve, a resource for electronic readings, which you can access via Blackboard; 

TEACHING 

RESOURCES 

ASSESSMENT 
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• The Programme's “Study and Style Guide” which recommends students use the 16th 
edition of the Chicago citation style when writing essays. It is available online at 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/  

• The handbook Distance Learning Information and Support 2021, providing advice on 
administrative matters not covered in this course book and on the Distance Library 
Service. (You may download the PDF from the 'Essential Information' web page). 

 
THIS IS IMPORTANT! 

Please Note: You must have access to Blackboard and your University email address 
in order to complete this paper. You will receive access once your enrolment is complete. 
Communications from your lecturer regarding teaching matters will be provided only through 
Blackboard and your University email address, as outlined in the University's Student 
Communications Policy, so you must check these emails regularly. eVision will also send 
important messages through your University email. If you have any concerns about your 
access to Blackboard or to other course resources, please contact the lecturer or 
administrative staff immediately so that these can be resolved. 

You will find there is a lot of helpful information and resources on the Theology Programme’s 
website.  In particular, we require you to read the section called “Essential Student 
Information.”  You will find it here:   

 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/ 

 
This page provides a number of useful resources such as the Study and Style Guide and 
the Plagiarism Declaration Form you must attach to your assignments.  It supplies detailed 
information on assessment and student support.  In particular, it contains guidance on the 
topics of plagiarism and deadlines, both of which can incur penalties if not heeded.  This 
also is where you will find instructions for making online discussion posts and submitting 
assignments electronically.  So it is very important you make yourself familiar with this 
material.  Our assumption is that you have read it.   

 
We will make reference to information on the website in the following pages, so do take the 
time to follow the links and absorb the material.  It will save you from making costly mistakes 
and help to make the practical experience of distance study a straightforward one.  
 

 

The translation that is used in the Department of Theology and Religious Studies is the 
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). This translation attempts to stay reasonably close 
to the original Hebrew and Greek text, whilst using contemporary and gender inclusive 
language. A copy can be obtained from the University Book Shop. There is no textbook 
for this paper. 
 

 
The course is divided into the following modules....  
 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
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Modules: 
 
Topic 1: Scripture and the Trinity 
Topic 2: The Road to Nicaea, Nicaea and its Legacy 
Topic 3: Augustine on the Trinity 
Topic 4: Thomas Aquinas on the Trinity 
Topic 5: The Trinity in Karl Barth 
Topic 6: Contemporary Issues 
 

 

 
Interactive videoconferences enable immediate response from the teacher and feedback 
from other students.  They are an excellent forum for discussing the issues raised in the 
study units, and for clarifying any problems you may encounter as you work through the 
material.  For them to be successful, it is essential that everyone participates fully.  
 
The videoconferences for this paper will include a small amount of teaching from the lecturer 
but largely consist of discussing the readings for the Module. In order to participate fully, it 
is important that you complete the readings for each Module before the videoconference 
and note your responses to the questions. (If you have difficulty in accessing any of the 
readings please contact the Theology Programme as soon as possible). 
 
Accessing the Videoconferences 
Please see the 'Zoom Videoconferences’ link on Blackboard and the 'Essential Information' 
web page for instructions on how to access Zoom and join in the videoconference sessions.  
The URL you need to join the sessions is posted under 'Zoom Videoconferences.' 
 
Schedule of Videoconferences  
Videoconference sessions will be held on Monday evenings as below: 

 
 

SESSION DATE MODULE TIME 

1 12 July  Topic One: 
Scripture & Trinity 6:10pm – 7:30pm 

2 23 August Topic Three: 
Augustine & Trinity 6:10pm – 7:30pm 

3 20 September Topic Four: 
Aquinas & Trinity 6:10pm – 7:30pm 

4 4 October 
Topic Five and Six: 
Barth & Contemp 
Issues 

6:10pm – 7:30pm 

 
 

VIDEOCONFERENCES 
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Attendance at the Videoconferences 
Attending videoconferences is a requirement of taking this course. If you are obliged by 
circumstances beyond your control to miss one, you may find a recording of the proceedings 
of the Videoconference on Blackboard under the Zoom Videoconferences Link. 
 
 

 
In addition to the Zoom videoconferences this course involves a teaching day in Wellington. 
Although it is not compulsory to do so, students are strongly encouraged to attend the 
teaching day. Students who are unable to attend the teaching day will be able to access a 
summary of the key issues covered in the teaching day.  
 
Students should prepare for the teaching day by doing the reading for the material to be 
covered in the Teaching Day. The Teaching day will review Topic One (Scripture and the 
Trinity), focus on Topic Two (The Road to Nicaea, Nicaea and Its Legacy), and touch upon 
Topic Three (Augustine on the Trinity). 
 
Wellington 
Date   Thursday 29 July 
Time:   9.30 am - 4.00 pm 
Venue:  Wellington Diocesan Anglican Centre, 18 Eccleston Hill, Thorndon 
 
 
Tea and coffee provided. Students are responsible for arranging their own lunch. 

 
NOTE: Students are also responsible for arranging their own travel and accommodation (if 
necessary) for the Teaching Day. 
 

 
Assessment comprises written work only. There is no final examination. It is expected 
that the students will follow the Theology Programme’s Style Guide.   
 
Students must complete three pieces of assessment: two pieces, worth 30% each of the 
final mark, and a third, worth 40%.  
 
 

 
CHTH 213 Assignment 1 
Length ca. 1250 words 
Value  30 % of final mark 
Due Date Midnight, Thursday 12 August 2021 
 

ASSIGNMENT QUESTIONS 

TEACHING DAY 

ASSESSMENT 
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In this essay, the student will incorporate the vocabulary and basic concepts of the course, 
the study guide, and the relevant course readings into his/her treatment. He/she will 
articulate a well-defined thesis statement, and respond to ONE of the following: 

 
• Does the Christian faith depend upon the Creedal word homoousios?  

 
• What is the relationship between the Bible and the Creeds of Nicaea (325) and 

Constantinople (381)? 
 

• How would you respond to someone who says, “The doctrine of the Trinity isn’t 
biblical.” 

 
CHTH 213 Assignment 2 
Length ca. 1250 words 
Value  30 % of final mark 
Due Date Midnight, Thursday 9 September 2018 

 
In this essay, the student will incorporate the vocabulary and basic concepts of the course, 
the study guide, and the relevant course readings into his/her treatment. He/she will 
articulate a well-defined thesis statement, and respond to ONE of the following: 

 
• “Christians are not true monotheists.” Discuss with reference to Augustine. 

 
• Assume that a friend of yours wrote an opinion piece for a theological blog in which 

he or she argued, “There was a time when the Son was not.” From the perspective 
of the doctrine of the Trinity, and drawing upon the insights of Augustine, write a letter 
to the host of the blog in which you respond to your friend’s claim. 

 
CHTH 213 Assignment 3 
Length ca. 2000 words 
Value  40 % of final mark 
Due Date Midnight, Thursday 7 October 2021 
 
In this essay, the student will also incorporate the vocabulary and basic concepts of the 
course, the study guide, and the relevant course readings into his/her treatment, responding 
to one of the following: 

 
• Drawing upon the thought of Augustine, Thomas, and Barth, discuss how John 14:26, 

John 15:26, John 16:14, and John 17:26 inform the doctrine of the Trinity. 
 

• Assume that you have to preach on Trinity Sunday. (1) Write a (1500 word) sermon 
in which you incorporate what you have learned from this course. The texts are 
Genesis 1:1–2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11–13; and Matthew 28:16–20. (2) 
Provide a (500 word) commentary on your sermon, explaining the extent to which 
your sermon reflects the Trinitarian insights of one of the three main theologians 
covered in the course: that is, Augustine, Thomas, or Barth.  
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Assignments for CHTH 313 Students 
 
CHTH 313 – Assignment 1 
Length ca. 1500 words 
Value  30 % of final mark 
Due Date Midnight, Thursday 12 August 2021 
 
In this essay, the student will incorporate the vocabulary and basic concepts of the course, 
the study guide, and the relevant course readings into his/her treatment. He/she will 
articulate a well-defined thesis statement, responding to ONE of the following: 

 

• How does Scripture and Arian controversy inform the Nicene Creed (325) and the 
Creed of Constantinople (381)? 

 

• Assume that someone from your church published an opinion piece in your church’s 
newspaper or blog arguing that the early church imposed the doctrine of the Trinity 
upon Scripture. Let us assume that you (a theology student) were asked to answer 
him or her. How would you respond?  

 
CHTH 313 – Assignment 2 
Length ca. 1500 words 
Value  30 % of final mark 
Due Date Midnight, Thursday 9 September 2021 
 
In this essay, the student will also incorporate the vocabulary and basic concepts of the 
course, the study guide, and the relevant course readings into his/her treatment. He/she will 
articulate a well-defined thesis statement, responding to ONE of the following: 

 
• “Is baptism in the name of ‘Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier’ a legitimate Christian 

baptism?” Discuss (1250 or so words) with reference to Augustine. Moreover, discuss 
(500 or so words) to what extent your response to the question would (if at all) differ 
from Augustine’s response. 

 
• “Pretend you are Augustine. How would you (i.e., Augustine) then respond to the 

accusation “Christians worship three gods.” 
 
CHTH 313 – Assignment 3 
Length ca. 2500 words 
Value  40% of final mark 
Due Date Midnight, Thursday 7 October 2021 

  
In this essay, the student will also incorporate the vocabulary and basic concepts of the 
course, the study guide, and the relevant course readings into his/her treatment, responding 
to ONE of the following: 
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• Drawing upon the thought of two of the three main theologians--Augustine, Thomas, 
or Barth—covered in this course, explain how John 14:26, John 15:26, John 16:14, 
and John 17:26 inform the doctrine of the Trinity.  

 

• Assume that you have to preach on Trinity Sunday. (1) Write a (2000 words) sermon 
in which you incorporate what you have learned from this course. The texts are 
Genesis 1:1–2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11–13; and Matthew 28:16–20. (2) 
Provide a (500 words) commentary on your sermon, explaining the extent to which 
your sermon reflects the Trinitarian insights of two of three main theologians—
Augustine, Thomas, or Barth—covered in this course. 

 

 
For writing essays, the Theology Programme requires that you use the 16th edition of the 
Chicago Style Guide, which is the norm for many academic journals in the Humanities and 
is often recommended for theses in the humanities. The Programme has prepared a Style 
Guide, which outlines the Chicago Style and offers other advice on essay presentation. You 
may find it via the Theology Programme’s “Student Resources and Information” page:  
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/  
 
 

 
All assignments shall be submitted electronically via the “Assignment” feature on 
Blackboard by midnight on the due dates notified. Please do not submit paper copies.  For 
full instructions about how to submit assignments electronically via Blackboard as well as 
other important information on plagiarism, grading, and deadlines, please see the “Essential 
Information” web page. 
 
All Assignments submitted in the Theology Programme must be prefaced with a student 
Plagiarism Declaration Form (or the plagiarism declaration on Blackboard must be ticked). 
They will not be deemed to have been submitted unless and until the Plagiarism Declaration 
Form has been submitted or box ticked. The form can be downloaded from 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/  
 
It is also on the Blackboard site for this course. 
 
 

 
All Assignments submitted in the Theology Programme must be prefaced with a 
student Plagiarism Declaration Form (or the plagiarism declaration on Blackboard 
must be ticked when submitting an assignment). 
 
It can be downloaded from http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/  It is 
also on the Blackboard site for this course. 
 

REFERENCING SYSTEM 

SUBMITTING WRITTEN WORK 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/studentresources/
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Academic integrity means being honest in your studying and assessments. It is the basis for 
ethical decision-making and behaviour in an academic context. Academic integrity is 
informed by the values of honesty, trust, responsibility, fairness, respect and courage. 
Students are expected to be aware of, and act in accordance with, the University’s Academic 
Integrity Policy. 
 
Academic Misconduct, such as plagiarism or cheating, is a breach of Academic Integrity and 
is taken very seriously by the University. Types of misconduct include plagiarism, copying, 
unauthorised collaboration, taking unauthorised material into a test or exam, impersonation, 
and assisting someone else’s misconduct. A more extensive list of the types of academic 
misconduct and associated processes and penalties is available in the University’s Student 
Academic Misconduct Procedures. 
 
It is your responsibility to be aware of and use acceptable academic practices when 
completing your assessments. To access the information in the Academic Integrity Policy 
and learn more, please visit the University’s Academic Integrity website at 
www.otago.ac.nz/study/academicintegrity  or ask at the Student Learning Centre or Library. 
If you have any questions, ask your lecturer. 
 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116838.html  
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116850.html  

 
 

 
The “Essential Information” web page provides helpful information on how to access the 
University Library’s resources, as well as a guide to the support services available to 
students at the University of Otago, including the Student Learning Centre and Disability 
Support. 
 
For all administrative enquiries, please contact the Theology Administrator: 
Email: theology@otago.ac.nz Phone: 03 479 8639 
 
We recommend that you contact the Programme as soon as possible if you have any 
problems participating in the course or accessing resources. Please remember to 
check your University email account regularly for updates and announcements. 

STUDENT SUPPORT 

THEOLOGY PROGRAMME 
University of Otago, PO Box 56, Dunedin 9054, New Zealand 

www.otago.ac.nz/theology 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/study/academicintegrity
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116838.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116850.html
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