
Kia ora kotou to the University College 2019 students!  Congratulations 
on completing your high school studies and thank you for accepting 
the offer to join our community. You have made the decision to invest 
in your future through study at the University of Otago. University is an 
exciting experience and University College is dedicated to supporting 
you through the transition into tertiary study from high school. 
 
University College is a community of young adults striving to achieve their 
goals in a collegiate environment.  We assume that for most of our residents, 
achieving academic goals is the top priority for the year. We also believe 
that all our residents should develop in all areas of their life—academically, 
socially and culturally. This is achieved by taking advantage of the huge 

range of opportunities available at the college, the University and in the wider Dunedin community. 

As to be expected with a community of over 500 young adults, University College is a  vibrant and 
dynamic community; a special place and our residents will heartily enjoy life here.   Our pastoral 
care model is designed so that each resident has the support needed on their journey of transition. 
I look forward to meeting all of you when you arrive in February.  Please contact us if you have any 
questions.  I wish you all a positive and productive summer and a great holiday season.

Andy Walne—Kaiwhakahaere Matua 

Arrival Information

University College opens for the residential year on Saturday, 16 February 
2019. Residents should arrive on 16/17 February. Early arrival is allowed 
only for those residents taking part in the Orientation Conference. 
Accommodation fees are charged from 16 February. The airport is 
about 30 minutes drive from the city centre. Shuttles are available to the 
college and it is advisable to book in advance. Bus services into Dunedin normally drop people off 
at the railway station or in the centre of town from where taxis to University College are available.

Parents and whanau are encouraged and welcome to accompany our new residents. Introductory 
talks from the Master will be scheduled at specified times on 16 & 17 February and refreshments 
will be available for family members. For obvious reason, University College has very limited space 
for guests at this time of year. For those wishing to stay in Dunedin, demand across the city will 
be high and early booking of accommodation is recommended.

Coming to university is a new experience for almost everyone who lives at University College. 
Feelings of anxiety or uncertainty are very normal. Our programmes are designed to help you 
make friends and feel comfortable as quickly as possible. We have every confidence that you will 
make new friends and fit into your new environment. Our staff are trained to assist and support 
you in your transition to tertiary study and accommodation. 

For more information, please check the following resources.

otago.ac.nz/UniCol   UniversityCollegeOtago      03 479 5580 



Study Bedrooms
Although the bedrooms at University College rooms may be 
different shapes, sizes or locations, they are all comparably 
equipped.  If you would like a room in an alcohol-free, or single 
gender floor, please let us know. Otherwise rooms are randomly 
assigned with a desire to create a balanced and effective 
community. Your room will be allocated before you arrive so 
there isn’t any advantage to arriving first. You will be given your 
room number/area on arrival. Swapping of rooms is permitted 

only in special circumstances and with the approval of the Master of the College. Your room is your 
personal space within the college and therefore your responsibility to look after it. A clean sheet 
and pillowslip will be supplied each week.

Study Bedroom Contents 
Your bedroom will contain a king single bed, 
valance, mattress protector, pillow and pillow case, 
two sheets, study desk, chair, bookcase, wardrobe, 
rubbish bin, mirror, notice board and a power 
multi-box. All bedrooms are centrally heated. 

What you need to bring 
You need to provide your own duvet inner and cover, 
towels, desk lamp, personal hygiene items and coat 
hangers. Many residents buy these items in town after 
arrival. We have duvets you can borrow for a short while 
if needed.

What you might bring 
Useful items to have include a washing basket, clothes rack, 
laptop, wall decorations, bicycle, musical instruments and hair 
dryer. All electrical gear should be tested and tagged. We have 
bicycle storage racks and cages available at no charge. 

What you shouldn’t bring 
Please don’t bring a fridge, pets, room heater, electric jug, iron, 
additional or alternative furniture. . If you are a diabetic, or have 
other medicine storage requirements, we will provide you with a 
small refrigerator as needed. 

Overnight guests
At the start of the year while you are getting to know other 
residents and we are getting to know you, overnight guests are 
allowed only in exceptional circumstances. Visitors during the 
day are very welcome of course.

Common Facilities
Laundry facilities (washer, dryer and iron) are available on almost every floor. These are free to use 
but you must supply your own washing powder. Common rooms are also available on almost every 
floor. These rooms have a TV/DVD player, small fridge, microwave, sandwich press, toaster, and 
cutlery. The Main Common Room, Library, Reading Room, Kowhai Room, Lion’s Den and fitness 
centre are available for resident use. 



Computers at University College
Most residents arrive with a laptop. The College does also have a small number of desktop 
computers available. If you are buying a new laptop or device for use at university, it should have 
a 5 GHz wireless frequency to take advantage of the recently upgraded wi-fi across the University 
and the College. 

Internet access at University College is provided free of charge. It is important to remember that 
internet access may become slower at times of heavy demand. You can help this situation by using 
the printers available in the College and University and by not bringing wireless printers which 
interfere with the University Wi-fi network (and are environmentally unfriendly). 

University Entrance and Information
If you have questions about university study or enrolment please contact Ask Otago on 0800 
80 80 98 or otago.custhelp.com. Under the policy of the University of Otago, residents who do 
not gain university entrance at the time results are released in mid-January will have their offer 
of accommodation withdrawn. Please remember that you must be a full-time student of the 
University of Otago to reside at University College. 

Administration Matters
The University College office will close on Thursday 20 December and re-open on Monday 7 January, 
2019. If you have an urgent need to contact us please phone or e-mail the Master, Assistant Master 
or Senior Tutor directly.

Accommodation Fees and Up-Front Payments
All up-front payments must be paid by Friday, 1 February 2019. If your up-front payment is not 
received by this due date we may terminate your contract and offer your place to someone else on 
the waiting list. Please refer to your Accommodation Contract and the section “Contract Payment 
Schedule” for more detailed information on Accommodation fee payments . 

Please note: Study Link does not provide funding for any up-front or lump sum fee payments.

Change of Address or Change of Intentions 
Please let us know immediately if you change your address or decide you will not be staying at 
University College next year.

General Enquiries and Contacts
(03) 479 5580  www.otago.ac.nz/unicol  unicol@otago.ac.nz

Andy Walne (Master)      andy.walne@otago.ac.nz   (021) 244 5592 
Chris Jacobs (Assistant Master)     chris.jacobs@otago.ac.nz  (021) 278 5990
Christine Eason (Senior Tutor)     christine.eason@otago.ac.nz (021) 279 5582
Jessica Gould (Resident Tutor)    jessica.gould@otago.ac.nz (021) 279 5923
Lori Moodie (Administrator)    lori.moodie@otago.ac.nz  (03) 479 5588

Ask Otago  www.otago.ac.nz  0800 80 80 98
Study Link  www.studylink.govt.nz  0800 88 99 00
Dunedin Info  www.isitedunedin.co.nz  



Orientation Conference

University College offers an orientation conference on 12/13 February. This is an opportunity for 
parents and residents to stay in the College to find out more about about life at the University of 
Otago and University College. Places for this conference are limited and are on a first-come, first-
served basis. 

University College
315 Leith Street
Dunedin 9016
New Zealand
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University of Otago Orientation Week 
(O-Week)

This happens from 18 — 24 February and includes 
University College, in conjunction with the 
University, offers a comprehensive programme of 
academic, cultural and social orientation to help 
you make a great start to your life at Otago. The 
Otago University Students’ Association (OUSA) also 
runs a large number of O-Week events during this 
time.


