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Welcome  to the Spring edition of the Homestay Newsletter for 2016!

You can contact us on 479 5710 or 479 4184
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FYI
Students with computer problems? 
A reliable and reasonably priced firm who will help is:
Golden Leaf, 12 Manse Street, City. Phone 4740063. Note: A $40 initial fee 

More on computers:
•	 Slingshot offers a plan which has a $1 fee to change your plan.
•	 If at all possible, an unlimited plan is recommended when hosting students. It’s highly competitive 

financially now and we hear it helps Hosts relax about student usage or over usage in some cases.

Thank you for attending our first Host training evenings held recently – we do appreciate 
your time spent and your positive feedback received to date! 

2017 brings a few changes for Host families

•	 Three meals per day offered to all students in homestay.
•	 Homestay payments increase slightly.
•	 Introduction of the new Homestay handbook and MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) between 

Host families and our organisation (posted out soon).
•	 Health and Safety guidelines for Homestay updated (Keeping Hosts and Students safe inside and outside 

the home).

Register your interest

Omani student’s arrival – Group 1 in October 2016 and Group 2 in February 2017

Please email us on uolcfy.accommodation@otago.ac.nz or phone the office to register your interest in 
hosting one of our Omani scholarship students who are arriving soon. These students study with us from 
October each year and are generally excellent students from a very diverse background. The students 
normally request Halal meat (available from selected butchers) we pay an extra $28 each week for this 
request. We are looking for families who do not have a dog, families who are flexible enough to accept a 
student with a very different cultural background to ours. 
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Host family ideas to pass on
Feedback from Host families is always 
welcomed in our office – we would love to 
pass on some of these ideas to you.

•	 One of our Host families has joined “My food 
bag” about 10 months ago to alleviate the 
“what’s for dinner” problem – apparently this 
is quite cost effective when hosting one/two 
students. As all ingredients are provided and 
delivered to your home, it is easy to whip up 
a very nutritional dinner quickly without much 
thought. Thanks Kath McGilbert (Hosts two 
international students) for this information. 

•	 The Port Chalmers bus may be a good option 
as a connecting transfer bus for our students. It 
leaves from Countdown Stand 4 at 8.25am and 
drives right past our building (bus stop across 
the road from the Language Centre). A good 
option as a transfer bus!

Creative lunch ideas for 2017 have been 
coming in: All students in homestay are 
to receive lunches from 1st January 2017 
officially. Some ideas are:

•	 Leftover rice cooked with egg scramble and soy 
sauce (students could make this in the evenings)

•	 Easy Rice balls (fillings tuna/mayo mix). Small 
cans tuna/mayo mix available in all supermarkets

•	 Cup noodles

•	 Last evenings dinner left overs

•	 Pizza slices (frozen but may be heated in the 
microwaves provided on level 1)

•	 Sandwiches

•	 Cup of Soup and Bread Roll

•	 Cold cheese and bacon on toast

•	 Savoury muffins and a cup of soup

•	 Filled buns – Filling suggestions are tuna/cheese/
lettuce/tomato/mayo or ham etc. Anything can 
be used for fillings, leftover salad, potato salad, 
leftover meat etc.

•	 Mini quiche or pizza from Couplands Bakery

•	 Rice is an affordable/ welcomed addition to 
most students from Asia – so much can be done 
with rice – your student may have some ideas of 
their own

•	 Add a piece of fruit and any of these above 
options would be a delicious and nutritious 
lunch

•	 Students may be quite capable of making their 
own lunch - this is dependent on the Hosts 
wishes. Keep it simple! 
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Hello, my name is Lam. I am from Hong Kong. I have recently finished my studies at University of Otago. 

Studying in Dunedin has given me an invaluable experience.  I must thank those who have helped and have 

given me support during my studies in Dunedin, especially my homestay family.I have been staying with 

my homestay family for five years. I feel so lucky that I have met my homestay family. They are among the 

friendliest people in Dunedin that you can meet. They are kind to their homestay students and provide 

support to them.  They are generous and respectful to their homestay students. For me, homestay is not 

just a safe place to live. It also gives me a true Kiwi 

experience.  I have been treated like a family member 

in my host family. Every day when everyone got home, 

we would talk about our day. We would share our 

happiness to each family member and have a laugh. 

We would watch rugby together on Friday night. I 

also enjoyed going for bike ride with my host father. 

This really is a good way to improve my English and 

to let me understand Kiwi culture. I really appreciate 

the Kiwi lifestyle. One year I was lucky enough to 

go camping with my homestay family in Alexandra during Christmas and New Year holiday. It was really 

an amazing trip. At first, the whole idea of camping was new to me as I had never slept in a tent before, 

but it’s definitely unforgettable. The camping park was like a little village surrounded by beautiful scenery. 

People came to enjoy their holidays with their family. The mountains and the river in central Otago are 

magnificent. I enjoyed all the outdoor activities that central Otago has to offer. In the past few years, 

I have met more than ten other homestay brothers. They are all from different countries. Because we 

have different cultural backgrounds, we might have different opinions on different things. It was a great 

opportunity for us to learn how to respect to different cultures and to understand each other better.  Of 

course, if I have any problem, I can always go to see the homestay ladies at the language centre. They are 

very friendly and helpful. They are there to help you sort things out. Time has gone fast. After I finished 

my studies, it may mark the end of my life in Dunedin. But it definitely not marks the end of the true and 

lasting friendship between me and my host family. I will keep in touch with them on internet. And, I will 

certainly come back to visit them someday.  It truly is my second home in the world.

Chun Lam Wu – a homestay student from 13th May 2010 to 28 August 2016.  As promised 
here is Lam’s story
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
We run activities every Friday afternoon! 
Students may sign up at reception to try cooking, 
sports, crafts and more. 
Events & Activities coming up for students in the 
upcoming weeks:

•	 Bingo
•	 Jewellery making
•	 BBQ
•	 Mini Golf 
•	 Cricket
•	 Frisbee 

Social Disco 
Every Friday 7.30pm—10pm 
$11.00 entry (includes skate hire) 
Great music, games and spot prizes 

Lyn Lang (host mother) with her students from 4 different 
nationalities (Japan, India, Saudi Arabia, Thailand) after dinner. 

The Welcome ceremony and the Kapa Haka group from 
Bradford School (so very cute!)

Colleen & Peter Murphy (Hosts) with visiting friends of a past 
student they had hosted 12 years prior.


