
Language Centre and Foundation Year

Welcome to UOLCFY
Information for prospective students

Thank you for your enquiry about studying at the University of Otago Language Centre and Foundation Year 
(UOLCFY). Here you will find a great environment for furthering your education goals and creating lasting  
memories. This enrolment pack will give you an overview of life at UOLCFY and some tips on how to prepare 
for your new life here. You won’t regret your decision to think of Dunedin as your new home.

Just follow these steps when you are ready to apply:

SUBMIT

1 2 3
ACCEPT PREPARE

• Language Centre students
complete the application form.
Email it to us at
uolcfy.admissions@otago.ac.nz
with a copy of your passport
attached.

• Bridging & Foundation students
– complete the application form.
Please attach your identification
documents and your academic/
English proficiency records.

• Homestay? Complete section 3
inside the application form.

• Apply early to avoid
disappointment!

• Once you have received your 
Letter of Offer, please check 
everything is correct.

• Read our Policies regarding 
fees and withdrawals before 
making payment.

• Payment should be made 
before the course start date 
(except Studylink applicants)

• Domestic and PR students –
very important – please read 
Studylink info and fees-free 
information.

• Contact the Admissions team 
if you have any questions.

• International students should
organize visas. Visit the NZ
immigration website.

• Book your flights – let the
Accommodation Office know
your flight details if you are a
Homestay applicant.

• Pack your bags!

• First day at UOLCFY –
all students must bring:
passport or birth certificate,
international students bring
your visa documents too.

http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/apply/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/apply/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/about/policies/index.html
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas
mailto:uolcfy.admissions@otago.ac.nz?subject=General%20 Enquiry
mailto:uolcfy.admissions@otago.ac.nz?subject=General%20 Enquiry
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/accommodation/index.html
https://www.studylink.govt.nz/
https://www.feesfree.govt.nz/


Studying at Otago

Dunedin is a unique environment to be a student. It is a true “student” city and the University of Otago is the 
heart of the city. You will find a beautiful campus combined with an excellent international reputation, amazing 
support staff and quality teachers. When it’s time to relax (after doing your homework of course) Dunedin is 
the place to be! Fantastic beaches, nature walks and local wildlife are all only a very short drive away. There is 
also some great culture in the city including world renowned street art, great live music and amazing food. It’s 
all right here - a great place to focus on your studies and still have a great time! 

Pathways to higher education
• General English has 5 levels. Take the online test to get an indication of your level. You can

satisfy the English language entry requirement to Foundation Year through our General
English programme

• We teach IELTS and TOEIC as part of the General English programme (intermediate level and
above)

• English For Otago will satisfy the English language requirement for the University of Otago
(please check website for details)

• Successful completion of Foundation Year will give you entry to any university in New Zealand

Study options
• General English - 5 levels (depending on your test result) including options classes (IELTS or TOEIC)
• English For Otago - 15 weeks of intensive academic English accepted by the University of Otago
• English for Academic Purposes is a programme designed to improve your academic English
• Foundation Year has 4 streams - Arts, Business / Commerce, Science and Health Science
• The Bridging Programme will help you prepare for the Foundation Year programme

Services for students
• We pride ourselves on excellent pastoral care of all our students
• Our Academic Dean provides study guidance and support
• Our Student Support Officer will help you with almost anything
• You will receive the same services and access to facilities as a University of Otago student
• You can access all university libraries, enjoy a gym membership and of course campus-wide wifi

Campus life
• Otago was voted one of the top 10 most beautiful campuses in the world with a mix of amazing

architecture and modern functional learning spaces
• Experience the vibrant student life - most students live around the campus so it has a real buzz!
• We are situated next door to a large cafe, a great gym, beautiful parks and the best stadium in

New Zealand

University of Otago’s reputation
• The University of Otago is New Zealand’s oldest and highest-ranked research university
• Internationally recognised - ranked 176 in the 2018/19 QS World University rankings
• UOLCFY graduates score above average in their first year at university compared with the general 

population
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http://www.dunedinnz.com/visit
https://www.youtube.com/user/OtagoUniversity
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/language-centre/general-english/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/language-centre/otago623439.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/international-english-exams/ielts/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/international-english-exams/toeic/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/language-centre/english-for-otago/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/language-centre/english-for-otago/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/language-centre/english-academic-puposes/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/foundation-year/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/foundation-year/bridging/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/student-support/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/recreation/index.html
https://www.topuniversities.com/universities/university-otago
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/language-centre/general-english/index.html


Living in Dunedin

Accommodation Environment

We have hundreds of Homestay 
families that will provide you a safe, 
comfortable environment while you 
concentrate on your studies. You 
choose what kind of family you would 
like to live with and we find the right 
family for you! We have halal and  
vegetarian options if you require.  
All our Host families have been Police 
vetted and the homes thoroughly  
inspected by our Accommodation 
team. 

Safety

New Zealand is one of the safest  
countries in the world, and Dunedin  
is one of the safest cities in New 
Zealand. Dunedin is not too big and 
not too small, so we have a strong 
sense of community and are proud 
of our city. At UOLCFY our students'  
safety is the top priority - both 
physically and emotionally. We have 
amazing Student Support and a lot of 
staff who are always ready to help a 
student in need. 

Dunedin is arguably the most beautiful  
city in New Zealand. We have amazing 
beaches, great old architecture, vibrant 
street art and unique wildlife. Here at  
UOLCFY we have modern teaching  
facilities in a purpose-built educational  
facility. As well as having a beautiful  
building to study in we are next to a huge 
gymnasium if you need a break! You will 
find Dunedin a charming city with a lot to 
offer. Bring your camera!

Lifestyle Travel Food

Your study / life balance is easy here 
at UOLCFY. As most of the students 
 live nearby the University they create 
a stimulating environment to be in. 
Popular activities for students here 
include attending sports events at 
the covered stadium, dancing, eating 
out, playing sports and being healthy! 
Dunedin also has the fastest internet  
in New Zealand with giganet speeds. 

Dunedin is located in one of the most 
beautiful parts of New Zealand. Around 
the city there are some amazing walks 
and views, but if you leave the city you 
can visit Queenstown, Fiordland, the 
Catlins, Stewart Island - all only a few 
hours away. Getting around Dunedin  
is easy because nothing is too far away. 
There are regular buses if you have a 
bit further to travel. 

If you are coming from abroad you are 
probably worried about missing your 
favourite food - don’t worry, Dunedin  
has a lot of international food - Asian, 
Middle-Eastern, Italian and American! 
There are shops catering for all kinds  
of specialty foods or you could visit the  
farmer’s market every Saturday morning 
to get amazing fresh produce. 



Home: Johor Bahru, Malaysia

Study life: Graduated Foundation Year 
Health Science stream, currently Health 
Science First Year at the University of 
Otago, Homestay students

Why Otago? Because of the great study 
atmosphere and Dunedin is a safe city!

Beyning Tey and Anna Chai

Safe and healthy
Anna and Beyning are both from Johor Bahru in Malaysia. Anna was a full-time 
dance teacher’s assistant and Beyning was preparing hard for her IELTS exam  
before they both came to Dunedin for Foundation Year. 

They are both musical and play the piano and viola respectively. Anna will continue 
on to the University of Otago when she finishes at Foundation Year to study Physical 
Education and Beyning will study nutrition. She hopes to improve the way people 
eat and even influence her Dad who owns a snack company in Malaysia! 

They chose Otago because of its great study environment – there are fantastic  
facilities here and a general atmosphere of concentrated learning. Dunedin itself is 
very peaceful and beautiful which helps to calm the mind and there are plenty of 
opportunities for staying healthy such as the huge gym complex next door to our  
building and the wide variety of outdoor activities on offer. One special feature of 
the Foundation Year building is the classroom window which looks in to NZ’s 
premiere stadium – it’s our own corporate box! Dunedin is also a very safe city 
which made Anna’s Dad happy! 

During their time studying here at UOLCFY they have felt the programme is very 
practical and is preparing them well for university. Their teachers Martin and Lesley 
are very organized and are guiding them step-by-step towards their exams, but still 
managing to have fun at the same time! 

The study / life balance has been important for both of them and they are really 
happy with the activities programme UOLCFY provides. They both attended a school 
camp recently in beautiful Ohau where they really enjoyed mountain biking and 
being part of a great team. 

Both Anna and Beyning live in Homestay accommodation with Kiwi families.  
They said their host families have made them feel like they are part of the family. 
The food has been great and they are learning a lot about New Zealand culture.  
Living in Homestay has really helped them focus on their studies and avoid feelings 
of homesickness. Both their parents are very happy they are in a safe, caring and 
productive environment!

Music of life

Nima Hagdoust

Home: Tabriz, Iran

Study life: Pathway student - General 
English - Foundation Year Arts stream - 
University of Otago

Why Otago? Exceptional support staff 
and the city has amazing wildlife!

Nima is from Tabriz, Iran. Tabriz is known as “the head of the cat” as Iran itself is 
shaped like a cat. Nima studied English at university in Tabriz but was working in 
retail when his sister recommended that he come to Otago where she was studying 
Dentistry. 

His dream is to ‘heal through music” so he jumped at the chance to come and study 
a degree in music at Otago. He loves playing guitar, piano and reading philosophy. 
Ultimately he wants to live and work in Los Angeles as a composer and jazz pianist. 

Since living in Dunedin, he has discovered it has a similar character to his own – four 
seasons in one day! As an international student, Nima thinks Dunedin is a great 
place to study. He never really feels like a foreigner because there are many other 
international students around the campus and town. He also finds it easy to get 
around Dunedin even without a car. The campus is right beside town and nothing 
seems too far away. 

One of his highlights from living in Dunedin was visiting the albatross colony where 
he was amazed by the beautiful scenery and unique wildlife so close to the city. 

He has recently finished studying Foundation Year and has a lot of praise for the 
system and staff here. He received a lot of encouragement especially when he 
thought he could not succeed at the start of his course and he found the structure 
of the course really helped him maintain his momentum. He recommends Dunedin 
as a great place to be a student and the Foundation Year programme at Otago as a 
great way to prepare for university. 



Home: Guangdong, China

Study life: Foundation Year Arts stream

Why Otago? Great teachers and so 
many adventures to be had!

Yingwen Zhong (Nicole)

Adventure awaits!
Nicole is from China and is currently studying the Arts stream at Foundation Year. 
Prior to coming to Dunedin she was studying in Auckland but she found her English 
wasn’t developing as fast as she wanted it to. She thought coming to Dunedin would 
give her more of a chance to use the English she has already learned. She chose to 
study in New Zealand because of the high quality of our Education system here and 
a degree from the University of Otago would be really valuable. She will study Early 
Childhood Education at Otago University. Another reason why she chose New 
Zealand was the amazing natural beauty that can be found here. She has a passion 
for outdoor living which includes hiking, surfing, camping and anything else that gets 
the heart pumping in a  
beautiful setting. She has already visited many places across the length of New 
Zealand. Nicole really loves to travel and dreams of a world without borders! 

During her time here in Dunedin she has had amazing experiences meeting people 
from all around the world, feeling the four seasons in one day, eating delicious Thai 
food at St Clair beach esplanade and participating in some of the healthy and fun 
activities we organize here at UOLCFY. Camping near the base of NZ’s Southern Alps 
with our other students was one of the highlights of 2016. Outside of Otago the 
most interesting place she visited was Waitomo Caves where she tried black-water 
rafting, caving, rock-climbing and checked out the glowworms. 

Nicole’s advice to anyone thinking of studying here at UOLCFY is “come on!” The 
learning environment is fantastic and really encourages studying. She even enjoys 
subjects here that she had previously disliked – she says this is down to the teachers 
being really knowledgeable, enthusiastic, funny and warm. She also feels very safe 
here and doesn’t worry too much when she has to walk home late at night from the 
library. 

One final piece of advice Nicole offers is to recommend staying in a Homestay when 
you first arrive. Her host family has been amazing because they are very supportive 
of her, always have time for a chat or deep discussion, cook delicious meals and 
made her feel so much at home. She will keep in contact with them after she leaves 
for sure.

Yu Bai (Grace)

Home: Xi’an, China

Currently: Pathway student -General 
English - English For Otago - University 
of Otago

Why Otago? Total English immersion 
and peace and quiet to focus on your 
studies...

New confidence!
Grace has been in NZ studying English after working as an assistant accountant for 
about a year in her hometown of Xian, China. She will enter the University of Otago 
this year to study accounting. If she had her way she would be studying art at Otago 
Polytechnic but her parents think accounting would be a more suitable future. In her 
free time Grace loves tending her garden here in Dunedin – she has many 
vegetables and flowers but loves roses the most. 

When Grace first arrived in Dunedin she felt quite sad and that was partly down to 
her not having confidence in her English ability. Now she has so many friends from 
all around the world and she has a lot of confidence in her English. She finds 
Dunedin people to be very friendly but she was surprised at first when passers-by 
on the street would smile at her! 

One of the highlights of her time in Dunedin was visiting the polytechnic art 
exhibition. Her hometown in China is where the Terracotta Army was discovered – 
maybe this has inspired her love of art. She really loves the peace and quiet of 
Dunedin which helps her focus on her studies, but when she has time she loves to 
get out and do a road trip and with amazing destinations like Queenstown on our 
doorstep - who can blame her?

Dunedin was the natural choice for Grace as she has more chance to use her 
English here than she would in a larger city. The city has a vibrant community of 
international students from all around the world mixed together with Kiwi students 
from all over New Zealand. Everyone here shares the same goal - to get an excellent 
education and prepare for the future. Grace will continue studying hard this year as 
well as making sure her garden is producing lots of flowers and vegetables! 



Ryan Pilat

Home: Zimbabwe

Currently: Foundation Year Business / 
Commerce stream

Why Otago? Its great reputation and 
great education

Reach your potential!
Ryan was working full time in a construction workshop in American Samoa before 
joining us here at UOLCFY. He is currently studying the Business / Commerce 
stream at UOLCFY and has big plans for the future! 

He has many hobbies such as rugby, soccer, music and meeting people from all 
cultures. However, this year he is focusing his energy on getting good grades from 
the Foundation Year programme so some of his hobbies will have to wait! 

The reason Ryan chose to study at UOLCFY was due to the University of Otago’s 
high ranking amongst world universities and he thought our marketing school 
looked the best in Australasia. He is very happy with his choice to study here and 
claims it to be one of the best decisions he has ever made – due in large part to the 
teaching staff here. 

Once he graduates he hopes to live in the UK or Canada and he intends to help put 
Zimbabwe on the map by helping others realise their goals. He has a lot of positive 
energy! 

Ryan has really enjoyed the activities that are a part of student life here at UOLCFY 
and he has found his own adventures too. His campervan tour around the South 
Island was one of the highlights. There is no reason to be stuck inside once you have 
done your homework! 

One of the key points for Ryan’s success so far has been Homestay accommodation. 
Staying with a Homestay family has meant he can focus on his studies while having 
the stability and comfort that home living can offer. Ryan’s Homestay family has 
made him feel very welcome and helped him deal with any stress that can arise  
from living away from home. Ryan strongly recommends coming to study at UOLCFY 
and staying in a Homestay!

Camille Lagarde

Home: Tahiti

Currently: General English

Why Otago? It's a true student city 
with enchanting heritage and nature!

Enchanted by Dunedin
Camille joined our Language Centre programme near the end of 2016. She had 
just passed her baccalaureate in her home country of Tahiti. She decided to come 
to Dunedin to continue the journey towards her goal of becoming an international 
business woman. 

One of the first steps to achieving this goal is developing her English to a high level.  
She discovered Dunedin and thought that UOLCFY would be the perfect place to 
study English intensively – especially since it is a short plane journey back to her 
home town in Tahiti. Once here, she discovered that Dunedin can be quite an 
enchanting city due to the beauty of the nature, heritage buildings, pure air and 
lovely locals! She feels free and relaxed here and this has helped her focus on her 
studies. She loves the fact that Dunedin is a “student” city and she has made friends 
from all around the world. 

When she isn’t studying she loves to read, play Assassin's Creed or partake in one 
of the many sports she loves. Her Homestay family has been great for her to avoid 
feeling homesick and help her learn about New Zealand and develop her English 
even further. 

Camille attributes some of her success here to the fantastic support she receives 
from everyone here, including staff, Homestay and other students. She also has a 
lot of praise for her teacher Jeremy whom she describes as extremely charismatic 
and a very good listener! Camille recommends coming to Otago to study for anyone 
who wants to discover themselves and acquire a vast wealth of knowledge in the 
process! 



Web links

Please click on any of the links below for important information.

You can find important academic dates for your particular programme here. 
The  fees can also be found here.

This link will take you to the Immigration New Zealand website. You can find out 
how, where and how much it is to get your visa, plus other useful information. 

There are students-related policies including academic procedures, attendance 
policy, academic appeal, student charter, student misconduct, fees policy, 
withdrawal policy.

This PDF file has a lot of useful information for your study and personal life 
while at UOLCFY. 

There are many choices for accommodation when you study with us. This link will 
take you to the University of Otago Accommodation page.

Homestay is an option suitable for all students, international and domestic alike. 
Homestay offers an opportunity for people of different cultures to live in a New 
Zealand environment. Students will be living in a supporting and caring 
environment where they focus on their studies.

All international students are required to have compliant insurance for the 
entire duration of their study here. Find out more here. 

Dates and fees

Visas and  
immigration

Insurance

Homestay 
accommodation

Accommodation 
options

Student handbook

Policies

http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/dates-fees/index.html
https://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/dates-fees/otago082630.html
https://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/accommodation/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/accommodation/index.html
https://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/about/policies/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/dates-fees/index.html
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/assist-migrants-and-students/assist-students/student-visa-info
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/assist-migrants-and-students/assist-students/student-visa-info
https://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/dates-fees/otago082630.html
https://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/accommodation/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/accommodation/index.html
https://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/about/policies/index.html
https://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/otago715244.pdf
https://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/otago715244.pdf


FAQs

Q: What are the entry criteria? 
A: You can find our Foundation Year entry requirements on our website. The Bridging Programme may be necessary if 
you don’t achieve direct entry. English For Otago entry requirements can be found here. General English has no formal 
requirements but a basic level of English is necessary to join the programme. Try taking a sample level test. 

Q: How long will it take to get a Letter of Offer? 
A: It usually takes around two working days for us to assess your application, create a Letter of Offer and email it to you. 

Q: Can I get my own insurance? 
A: International students are required to have compliant insurance that covers the entire period of study with us – this is 
an Immigration NZ policy. We offer insurance as part of your study package, or you can source your own. We must verify 
it is compliant before we accept it. Please contact our Admissions team if you have any questions. 

Q: How can I get my visa?  
A: Please check the New Zealand Immigration website. You can contact Admissions if you have any further questions.

Q: When can I start General English?  
A: You can start any Monday of the year but we prefer you don’t start in the two weeks before mid-term and end-of-term 
assessments. Minimum study duration is four weeks. Check the calendar to see all important dates and fees. 

Q: Do I need an Offer from University of Otago to take part in the English For 
Otago programme? 
A: It is strongly recommended that you have an offer from the University of Otago before you start the EFO programme.

Q: What kind of activities are part of the experience at UOLCFY? 
A: We run activities every Friday afternoon. There are a wide variety - sports, crafts, culture, sightseeing and many others. 
We also run special activities such as camping trips, ski trips, dinner / dance parties and much more. 

Q: Can I stay in a Residential College?   
A: There are some Residential Colleges that have a few places set aside for Foundation Year students, but you would 
need to contact our Accommodation office directly to find out more.

Q: Can I work on a student visa?  
A: International students may be able to work part-time up to 20 hours per week, and full-time during scheduled 
holidays on a student visa. New Zealand Immigration has full details on their website.

For further information visit our website or contact our admissions team:

otago.ac.nz/uolcfy uolcfy.admissions@otago.ac.nz

http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/index.html
mailto:uolcfy.admissions@otago.ac.nz?subject=General%20 Enquiry
https://onlineservices.immigration.govt.nz/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/accommodation/residential-colleges/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/student-support/activities/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/language-centre/english-for-otago/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/dates-fees/index.html
https://onlineservices.immigration.govt.nz/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/foundation-year/requirements/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/foundation-year/bridging/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/language-centre/english-for-otago/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/uolcfy/language-centre/otago623439.html
mailto:uolcfy.admissions@otago.ac.nz?subject=General%20 Enquiry
mailto:uolcfy.admissions@otago.ac.nz?subject=General%20 Enquiry
mailto:uolcfy.accommodation@otago.ac.nz?subject=Residential%20College%20 Enquiry
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