
 
 

courses of interest to designers, planners, and architects 
 

4 February 2014 

Multiple Values of  
Urban Green Spaces  
Dr Paul Blaschke, Prof Claire Freeman, 
James Richardson, Shona Myers, and 
guest presenters 
 

This is a hands-on examination of how 
green spaces affect urban form and 
function and contribute to human health 
and wellbeing in cities.  
 
In the morning, we will set out the 
importance of urban green spaces, their 
health and wellbeing values and 
contribution to urban ecosystem services.  
Guest presentations and case studies cover 
urban food production, accessibility and 
equity in green space provision, public and 
private urban spaces, green spaces in 
transport and recreation planning, 
biodiversity values, and more.  
 
After lunch, a walking tour of Newtown’s 
green spaces and the town belt, led by 
Wellington City Council Parks, Sport and 
Recreation staff, will allow for practical 
examination of these concepts. Finally, we 
will discuss how urban green space 
research can be advanced, and how the 
value of green space can be built into 
urban form planning and management.  
 

5 February 2014 

Compact Urban Housing:  
then and now 
Dr Philippa Howden-Chapman, Dr Sarah 
Bierre, Dr Ben Schrader, Alison Cadman 
 
We start the day by setting out the 
importance of compact cities and quality 
affordable housing to health, safety, 
community well-being and climate change. 
This is followed by a walking tour of our 
Newtown surrounds, including examples of 
the first state housing. 
 
After lunch we visit three sites of social or 
affordable housing – Wellington City 
Council housing, Dwell’s community 
housing, and Living Ark’s high-quality, low-
cost housing - and hear from those 
responsible about the building and 
organisational innovations built into each 
of these developments.  
 
We finish the day by discussing the 
significance of these case studies in terms 
of innovative and creative models of 
financing and design, which could provide 
creative solutions for the current crisis in 
housing affordability. Participants are 
provided with a copy of our recent book 
Homes People Can Afford, which builds on 
these themes. 

To register and find more information on these courses, including early bird prices 
and scholarships, please call  +64 4 8061807 or see 

  www.otago.ac.nz/uowsummerschool 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/uowsummerschool

