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Welcome to the new Clinical Tutors 

Radiation Oncology Centres (ROC) - Clinical Placement Pilot Programme  

I am excited to return to the clinical tutor role at Wellington Hospital this year, after working in 
the role 2004 – 2008.  Since then I have worked clinically & have been raising my young family.   

I have worked in Radiation Therapy nationally and internationally since 1997 and still enjoy the 
challenge of the ever changing technology and treatment advancements in our field. I feel proud 
of improvements in outcomes for cancer patients. As a student I was based in Waikato Regional 
Cancer Centre and Canterbury Regional Cancer & Haematology Service.   

I  have always  enjoyed  working with students, creating a positive clinical environment to help 
them flourish into young radiation therapists. I love the challenge that each area brings.  

Janeane Summerfield, Wellington Blood & Cancer Centre 

I stepped into the clinical tutor role at Auckland Radiation Oncology (ARO) in November 2016. It 
is really enjoyable working alongside students and the wider radiation therapy team , helping 
develop a valuable learning environment.  

Prior to this role, I have worked in radiation therapy departments across New Zealand, the UK 
and USA. When I returned from my travels in 2014, I was a co-ordinator at Leukaemia & Blood 
Cancer, New Zealand. I  specialised in supporting patients and families affected by blood cancers 
in the Auckland and Northland regions. This shaped my practise, now having a greater  
awareness of the impact that a cancer diagnosis has on the individual, their family, friends and 
community.  
 
I hope to apply the knowledge I have gained through these experiences to my role as a radiation 
therapist and clinical tutor in order to provide best quality patient care and comprehensive 
learning opportunities.  

Grace McMullen, Auckland Radiation Oncology  

The University of Otago Radiation Therapy Department is delighted to have established a working relationship with 

Radiation Oncology Centres (ROC) at the Gold Coast University Hospital. Two students went there for Year III Work 

Experience and will complete Radiation Therapy Practice III in semester 2 on the Gold Coast. Students from Year I and II will 

also have the opportunity to undertake their clinical papers due to this new trans-Tasman partnership.   

This ROC department opened in January 2014 with a Varian/Elekta mix. ROC is a private company working under the 

greater ICON umbrella and currently have eleven working centres across Queensland (9) and New South Wales (2) and will 

also manage  the new private department in Wellington.  We welcome the opportunity to have students placed with ROC. 



CPD Workshop: The Liver  

On Saturday 11 March the Radiation Therapy Department hosted a CPD workshop, ‘The Liver’, to approximately 

fifty Medical Imaging Technologists and Radiation Therapists.  

The presenters were: 

 Paul Kane  –  Anatomy  (Lecturer, Dept of Radiation Therapy) 
 Professor Steve Bacharach  -  PET  (Professor (Adjunct), Radiology, Center for Molecular and Functional   

     Imaging, University of California) 
 Aidan Leong  - Radiation Therapy  (Radiation Therapist, WBCC / PPF, Dept of Radiation Therapy) 
 Jacob Cameron    MRI (MRI Technologist, CCDHB) 
 Pru Burns— Nuclear Medicine (Pacific Radiology) 

 
We received some very positive feedback from the speakers and attendees, and the morning was a great  
success. Presentations are available in the CPD section of our website or from this link:    
http://www.otago.ac.nz/wellington/departments/radiationtherapy/professionaldevelopment/otago640025.html  

  Student Fundraising Events 

Cancer Society - Relay for Life  

On Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 March, Year III radiation therapy students organised fundraising for the Relay for 

Life with their team 'Gray Power '. Luke & Cathy were the captains and together the team raised over $3000. 

Many ran or walked over 30km to fundraise for this event. Well done to everyone involved!   

Child Cancer Foundation Collection 

On the same weekend  students spent time beating the 

streets in Newtown, collecting donations for the Child Cancer 

Foundation. Thank you to everyone for their time and effort.  

Mickie, Jordan, Maddy & Ellyott  (left to right) 

Students also held a bake sale at the UOW. 

They sold a selection of cup-cakes, biscuits 

and delicious treats. This event raised 

approximately $500. Great effort! 



Marae Day   

Dates of Interest 2017 
Graduation, Dunedin 

Saturday 13 May  

 

Clinical Tutor Meeting, Wellington  

Friday 4 August  

 

Applications for 2018 intake close 

15 September 

On Wednesday 1 March the Year I and Year III students 
attended a very successful day at Orongomai Marae in 
Upper Hutt. This was facilitated by Toa Waaka, Shirley 
Simmonds and Rhys Mulholland-Winiata. 

Throughout the day, students were involved in sessions 
on Te Ao Māori through storytelling of pūrakau;  learning 
some basic Te Reo via language games to develop  
pronuniciation of kupu;  the Hui Process, with an  
emphasis on developing a mihimihi to build  
whanaungatanga with patients;  and an introduction to 
the Meihana Model  as a way of understanding Māori 
perspectives and experiences of health.  

Students really valued the manaaki of Orongomai Marae 
which contributed towards creating a comfortable  
learning space, where they could say their mihimihi to the 
class and participate in storytelling of pūrakau, whilst 
gaining confidence with Te Reo.  

A highlight of the day was the case study of Raukawa’s 
experience in hospital. Students were able to see the  
positive impact of being inclusive of Māori values and 
beliefs in the clinical setting.  It was a hugely valuable day, 
enjoyed by all. 

Students and staff at Orongomai Marae, Upper Hutt 

Year I  
Rose Coote  
Sam Harvey  
Jesse Miller 
Becca Weakley 
Eleanor Wright  
 
Year II    
Gemma Pym 
Ben Lynch 
Gemma Broughton  
 
Year III  
Fearn Richardson 
Jordan McKenzie 
Lydia Crighton   
Elena MacEwan 

 

Student  

Representatives 

2017 



Interprofessional Education (IPE) 

The following groups of students /interns were part of an IPE topic  
on Long Term Condition Management (LTCM).  

3rd Year Radiation Therapy 

4th Year Medicine 

4th Year Physiotherapy 

5th Year Dietetic 

Pharmacy interns 

 

The topic consisted of: 

 a workshop on LTCM  

 an interview in groups  of 3, from various health disciplines  
(eg. RT, Med, Physio) with a patient who has long term conditions.  
This usually took place at the patient’s home.  

 A presentation back to the class, where health professionals  
 involved in the patients’  care were invited to attend. 

This proves to be very powerful learning on what it is like to live with LTCs 
and also on how to work and collaborate in an interprofessional health team.  

IPE Class—2017  

IPE  staff 

 

Health Sciences First Year Evening— 5 April 2017  

 

This was held on the Dunedin campus for the several hundred 
Health Science First Year students to have some insight into the 
health professional programmes offered by the University of 
Otago. 

It was a very busy night with the stand run by Nadia Smith (Clinical 
Tutor), Caitlin MacLeod (new graduate), Charlotte van Boheemen 
(Year II RT Student) and Karen Coleman (Head of Dept.) 

IPE Patient /Student Interview  



 Darien Montgomerie has resigned to take the role of Site Manager 
for the new private Oncology Centre in Wellington.  Darien has been 
a leader in the teaching of Radiation Therapy  Planning and will be 
missed, however we look forward to continued collaborations in the 
future. 

 Billie Mudie has increased her role to 0.8FTE 

 We are currently recruiting for 2 x Professional Practice Fellow roles  
(1 permanent, and 1 fixed-term to cover Parental Leave) 

Staff Changes at the Department of Radiation Therapy   

I qualified as a radiation therapist in 2006 and since then, I have worked in 
a variety of roles in Dunedin, the United Kingdom and Wellington.  
Currently, I have a two part time roles - 2 days per week as a Professional 
Practice Fellow at the University of Otago and the other 3 days a week I 
work clinically at the Wellington Blood and Cancer Centre (WBCC).  

I feel very fortunate to have these two positions which allows me to 
be involved with student academic learning, as well as keep up my own clini-
cal skills and contribution as a radiation therapist. I also really enjoy the va-
riety both roles create and believe they compliment each other  
nicely. 

Continuing with my own postgraduate education has also been important to 
me since returning to New Zealand and, in 2015, I enrolled in the Bachelor of Radiation Therapy 
(Honours) programme. This involved completing the HASC Health Science Research Methods paper 
which led me to conducting my own qualitative, pilot study at the WBCC. I was interested in using the 
teaching tool Virtual Environment Radiotherapy Training (VERT) to educate men who were to receive 
radiation treatment for prostate cancer. I interviewed these men about their experience of the VERT 
education and the results were overwhelmingly supportive of visual tools such as VERT, to be included 
as part of patient education sessions for radiation treatment. Since completing my Honours thesis, I 
have presented these findings at conferences in New Zealand and Canada which have been well re-
ceived and I hope to make the VERT education available for radiation centres to use in the future.  

Postgraduate Student Profile  - Alannah Flockton  

For more information about postgraduate study:   

www.otago.ac.nz/wellington/departments/radiationtherapy/postgraduate 

 

NEXT NEWSLETTER — SEMESTER 2 

* Consent has been given by UOW staff/students and the IPE patient for the use of the photos in this newsletter  




