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Welcome to our new staff 

We welcome 
Kate Chadwick, 
who has been 
appointed to a 
permanent 0.5 
FTE role. 

“I'm very excited 
to join the team 
at the University 
of Otago as a 
Professional   
Practice  Fellow 
this semester. 
I'm an experienced Radiation Therapist having 
worked in many centres around New Zealand. 
Most recently I have been working at Auckland 
Radiation Oncology and have spent the 
majority of my time there specialising in 
planning and making the most of the many 
opportunities available. I have gained valuable 
experience in the advanced VMAT and IMRT 
planning and have also worked as a dosimetry 
trainer helping qualified Radiation Therapists 
upskill in this area. I enjoy keeping up with the 
latest advancements in radiation therapy and 
hope I can share what I have learnt so far in my 
career with the students at the University while 
continuing to learn along side them in the ever 
changing environment of radiation therapy. 
Personally, I'm very happy to be moving my 
family back to the Wellington region where I 
grew up and am looking forward to settling 
here and making the most of being close to my 
extended family.” 

Professional Practice Fellows 

Welcome to Kelly 
Lloyd, who has 
been appointed in 
a 0.5 FTE role to 
cover parental 
leave for Alannah 
Flockton. 

“I am excited to be 
part of the 
teaching team at 
the University of 
Otago, Radiation 
Therapy 
Department. I am fortunate to undertake this 
new role in conjunction with my Radiation 
Therapy clinical position at the Wellington Blood 
and Cancer Centre. I truly value the diversity of 
each role; with the clinical component allowing 
me to remain current with New Zealand practice 
and the academic element giving me an 
opportunity to develop our next generation of 
Radiation Therapists . 

I qualified as a Radiation Therapist in 2005. Since 
then, I have fulfilled numerous roles within the 
UK, Christchurch and now Wellington. I have a 
strong commitment to lifelong learning and have 
recently completed my Post Graduate Diploma in 
Radiotherapy & Oncology, focusing my research 
on the use of SABR for spinal lesions. I am looking 
forward to sharing both my clinical experiences 
and enthusiasm for the RT profession with our 
students to encourage them to become successful 
and motivated practitioners.” 



Dates of Interest 2017 

NZIMRT Conference - Nelson 

 Students continue to have a strong presence at the upcoming national 

conference with at least 17 Year III students attending  

17-19 August 

Applications for Bachelor of Radiation Therapy 2018 intake  

open 1 August and close 15 September 

Interviews: 

National panel: Karen Coleman - (UOW) University representative; Nadia Smith - 

Clinical representative; and Arianna Waller - Māori Health Workforce representative        

3-6 October in Dunedin with Rhonda Kearney (St Georges)  

10-11 October in Wellington with Janeane Summerfield (WBCC) 

    12-13 October in Auckland with Michael Taylor (Waikato)  

Awards Ceremony - Wellington  

18 November  

Clinical Tutors 
 
Welcome to Mason Campbell—Clinical Educator, Gold Coast University 
Hospital. 
 
 “I moved into the Educator's role at Radiation Oncology Centres - Gold 
Coast in April 2017. I was always greatly appreciative of the good clinical 
tutors that I had as a student and I hope to have that impact on any 
students that come to the Gold Coast. 
 
I completed my studies at Newcastle University in 2014 and then my SPP 
year at North Coast Cancer Institute - Port Macquarie in 2015. I have been 
on the Gold Coast since 2016 and have loved the challenge of being in a 
new city and a new department. 
 
I hope to learn as much as I can through my role as Clinical Tutor so that I 
can better myself clinically and also provide the best support for our students as possible.” 

We also welcome Zrinka Kraljević, who has joined the department 
as our new Undergraduate Coordinator, and Postgraduate & 
Research Coordinator. Zrinka will be in the office every day except 
Fridays.        

Administration 



Where are we now? — Tori Knight & Toni Jean Smith 

Where we started 

Becoming a Radiation Therapist for the both of us was very appealing in terms of the work variety, helping patients 

and the travel opportunities that are on offer.  

Both of us finished our clinical studies at Waikato Hospital and gained jobs as staff Radiation Therapists shortly 

thereafter. The years we spent working in this department were unforgettable and we are very grateful to all the 

staff who were involved with teaching us during our years as students here. Not only did we make lifelong friends, 

we also learnt a lot of necessary skills which were to help us in the years to come. After many years working at 

Waikato Hospital an opportunity arose in which we could step out of our comfort zone, spread our wings and gain 

some experience working abroad. However we would never have guessed we would both end up working in the 

same department in the Middle East.  

What it was like to move 

We found moving to Dubai was not all about ultra hot weather, 

sand, and amazing skyscrapers, but more about experiencing a 

very different culture to the Kiwi way. It was very challenging at 

times in the beginning to set up a new life over here; organizing 

visas, starting up bank accounts and learning to drive on the 

other side of the road are just a few examples. However once 

we overcame those hurdles we found life, in what we call the  

sandpit, was actually pretty sweet. Dubai is a multi-cultural city 

(85% expats) therefore you make friends from all over the 

world! Coming from New Zealand, where the weather is quite 

unpredictable, you can almost guarantee that every day in 

Dubai will be sunny, and there are so many things to do here. 

You can go camping in the desert, swimming at the beaches, 

not to mention the amazing brunches the hotels put on every 

weekend.  Over the summer months the temperatures here 

soar to 45-50°C. A lot of people use this time to do a bit of 

travelling which is made so easy  as you basically live in the 

centre of the world.  

Working in Dubai 

The American Hospital 

of Dubai has a very 

small Radiation Therapy 

department, with only 

one machine operated by three Radiation Therapists. During the short amount of time since joining this 

department we have implemented Stereotactic Radiosurgery, Stereotactic Body Radiation Therapy and 

Brachytherapy into the department. We even made it onto the Arab news channel as this was the first hospital in 

the Middle East to start SRS and SBRT treatment techniques. We both found the transition from working at 

Waikato Hospital to now working in Dubai relatively simple as the technology is exactly the same (Varian Linac, 

Eclipse planning system and Aria patient management system). The most challenging part was treating such a 

variety of patients from different ethnicities who cannot speak any English.  We quickly found ourselves making the 

most of our non-verbal communication skills and learning simple phrases in Arabic and Hindi to allow us to 

communicate well to best care for our patients. We also have such a variety of staff from very different 

backgrounds who speak many languages that we get to work with everyday.  

 

Both of us are so proud of how much we have achieved since qualifying as Both of us are so proud of how much we have achieved since qualifying as 

Radiation Therapists. We are grateful for the opportunities we have been given Radiation Therapists. We are grateful for the opportunities we have been given 

and the friends we have made along the way. Every day has its own challenges but and the friends we have made along the way. Every day has its own challenges but 

we are happy we have chosen such a rewarding career. Living in such a different we are happy we have chosen such a rewarding career. Living in such a different 

country to New Zealand has really made us appreciate home and one day we will country to New Zealand has really made us appreciate home and one day we will 

be back to share what we have learnt. Until then, ''Ma'a Salama!''be back to share what we have learnt. Until then, ''Ma'a Salama!''   



Alannah Flockton, Department of Radiation Therapy, recently received high praise 

when presenting her study on patients’ experience of a virtual teaching tool for radiation 

therapy.  She won best oral presentation at conferences in New Zealand and Canada for 

her work on using Virtual Environment Radiotherapy Training (VERT™) to educate men 

about to receive radiation treatment for prostate cancer.   

VERT™ can virtually simulate the environment of a radiation treatment room by using 3D 

views and life size visualisations. Used for teaching in radiation therapy, it delivers 

benefits for students, tutors, clinic staff and patients by illustrating theoretical concepts 

and developing clinical skills in a safe environment. Alannah qualified at University of 

Wellington as a Radiation Therapist in 2006 and has worked in a variety of roles in 

Dunedin, the UK and Wellington. She is a Professional Practice Fellow at University of Wellington  and works 

clinically as a Radiation Therapist at the Wellington Blood and Cancer Centre (WBCC). Keen to continue with her 

own postgraduate education, she enrolled in the Bachelor of 

Radiation Therapy Honours programme in 2015. She completed a 

HASC Health Science Research Methods paper which led to the 

qualitative, pilot study at the WBCC, using VERT. Alannah’s study 

involved interviewing patients about their experience of VERT. The 

results were overwhelmingly supportive of visual tools, such as VERT 

to be included as part of patient education sessions for radiation 

treatment. She hopes to make the VERT education available for 

radiation centres to use in the future. 

Postgraduate Profile 

 


