
 

UOW 2018/2019 Summer Studentship Programme 
 

Summer Research Scholarships provide practical opportunities for students to learn about research by working on 
projects under supervision over the summer period of November to February. 
 
This listing compiles Projects available so far. More projects will be released at a later time; we recommend 
bookmarking the webpage, if you have not done so already – register your interest and sign up to the UOW 
summer student database to receive recent updates on newly released projects. 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
The Summer Research Scholarships are open only to students who are returning to study at a New Zealand 
University in the following year. 

• Students must not be receiving alternative scholarship support for the same project or any other project 
over the same time-frame. Students may hold only one Summer Research Scholarship for the period. 

• Students who currently hold a University of Otago Doctoral or Master’s Scholarship are not eligible for a 
Summer Research Scholarship. 

 
We encourage you to read the student handbook before applying  
 
NB: At this present time, the Research Office is in the process of securing funding for some projects.  Once funding 
is secured the project will be listed. 
 
As projects are filled, the online table will be updated immediately. (Sometimes the online pdf version will take at 
least 48hours to be uploaded) 
 
The deadline for project funding and placement is 29

th
 October. 

 
HOW TO APPLY FOR A SUMMER PROJECT? 

• Students should select which project/s they are interested in applying and send with the cover letter a 
brief one page CV to the contact email address of the supervisor listed on the project.  If a supervisor has 
listed more than one project, it would be helpful to include the project reference # 

• Students are asked to provide the name of a referee (Supervisor or Dean of School) if they are not 
currently studying with the University of Otago. 
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PROJECT TABLE – list updated 12-Oct-18 
NB: Projects are listed in order of Current to Older projects 

 

Leading Supervisor Project Ref  # Project Title 

Dr. Jenny Visser 18-96 Malaria Imported into New Zealand 

Dr. Stephen Inns 18-129 Attitudes to Stool Testing 

   
 

Projects Unavailable  – supervisor in process of selection 

18-100 - Simulating a population health intervention to improve oral health: a pilot study 

18-110 - Community development in an isolated rural community 

18-123 - Choosing Wisely and Equity 

18-122 - Scoping review to explore empowerment focused wellness programs for people with arthritis 

 

Projects Already Filled 

18-88 - Development of 3D printed test and calibration phantoms for X-ray CT imaging 

18-109 - Establishing an antibiotic allergy delabelling algorithm and oral penicillin challenge protocols for CCDHB: a 
feasibility study. 

18-92 Rural health experience for pre-registration health professional students 

18-113 Establishing the impact of sepsis and blood stream infection in Wellington and Kenepuru Hospitals 

18-112 Evaluation of progress in Choosing Wisely in Wellington and Hutt Hospitals 

18-99 National Stroke Register Development and Data Analysis 

18-108 - Measuring patient engagement with a digital health program 

18-107 - Evaluation of progress in use of Choosing Wisely questions in an out patients clinics  

18-106 - GLBTQ Cultural Competency in Residential Care (subject to funding confirmation) 

18-105 - Publications outcomes from summer student projects at the University of Otago 

18-104 - Ectopic gastric mucosa associated with jejunal atresia 

18-95 - Freestyle Libre Continuous Glucose Monitor.  Reliability of alternative sites of insertion 

18-94 - Suicide prevention for men 

18-91 - Associations between MMR Deficiency, Tumour Infiltrating Lymphocytes, and Lymph Node Retrieval in 
Colorectal Cancer 

18-90 - Quality of Life and Patient Reported Outcome Measures in Colorectal Cancer 

18-89 - Inflammatory cytokines in coronary disease - is depression a contributor? 
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Summer Studentships 2018/2019 Project Ref: 18-96 
Supervisor/s: Dr. Jenny Visser 

Send CV & c/letter to: jenny.visser@otago.ac.nz  

Advert Deadline: 12 noon - Wednesday, 17th October 2018  
NOTE: proposals received after the deadline will not be considered 

Funding: Assoc Prof Lynn McBain’s HOD fund 

Host Department: Primary Health Care and General Practice, UOW 

Institution: University of Otago, Wellington 

Project Title: Malaria Imported into New Zealand 

 
AIM: 
To describe the number and type of malaria cases reported in New Zealand. Numbers will be broken 
down by infecting species, country of acquisition and demographics of infected persons. 
 
METHOD: 
Malaria notification data will be accessed and extracted from national databases. Cases will then be 
tabulated by malaria species, country of acquisition, age, gender and ethnicity and of the infected 
person. Data will also differentiate between those exposed during military deployments and other travel 
and between cases in recent migrants and returning residents. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: 
New Zealanders are prolific travellers. New Zealand is not endemic for malaria but new migrants and 
returning travellers can be infected. Malaria is a notifiable disease in New Zealand. A key prevention 
strategy is advising at risk travellers pre-travel to avoid insect bites and take chemoprophylaxis. 
Historical importation data helps inform which travellers should be targeted for these strategies. Most 
studies are of imported malaria in Europe and North America and the last study of cases imported into 
New Zealand is now outdated. To help better inform New Zealand travellers a review of data from 2010-
2018 should be undertaken. 
 
STUDENT’S ROLE: 
Work with the supervisor:  

 To review and summarise previous literature cases of malaria notified in New Zealand. 

 Obtain permission to access the NZ Notifiable Diseases database. 

 Extract the data as outlined above & summarise findings in studentship report.  

 At a later date work with supervisor on manuscript for publication 
 

STUDENT PREREQUISITES (e.g. Medical Student) if applicable: 
Medical or other Health Sciences student; although could also suit student of Tourism Studies 
 
EXPOSURE TO SCIENTIFIC METHOD 
Library database research, reviewing literature and critical appraisal of published studies. 
Quantitative research including: Accessing databases, extracting data and analysing data. Report writing. 
 

 

mailto:jenny.visser@otago.ac.nz
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Summer Studentships 2018/2019 Project Ref: 18-129 
Supervisor/s: Dr. Stephen Inns 

Send CV & c/letter to: stephen.inns@otago.ac.nz   

Advert Deadline: 12 noon - Wednesday, 17th October 2018 (deadline amened) 
NOTE: proposals received after the deadline will not be considered 

Funding: (subject to funding confirmation) 

Host Department: Medicine, UOW 

Institution: University of Otago, Wellington 

Project Title: Attitudes to Stool Testing 

 
AIM: 
The aims of this study are to examine the cultural attitudes to stool testing among NZ European, Maori 
and Pasifika participants enrolled in the Helicobacter Pylori (H.pylori) in Diabetes Case Control Study. 
 
METHOD: 
Participants enrolled in the H.pylori in Diabetes Study will be given a qualitative questionnaire examining 
their attitudes to stool testing, as part of the Case Control Study.  They will be offered a stool test to 
complete, in order to test for current H.pylori colonisation and faecal micriobiome composition.  
Participants who consent to the stool test will be contacted via telephone, one week following the study 
visit, and given a qualitative questionnaire examining their experiences and attitudes to completing the 
stool test. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: 
Stool testing is an appropriate tool for the diagnosis of gastrointestinal pathology and infections, 
however, engagement with stool testing tends to be lower among Māori and Pasifika populations in 
comparison with NZ Europeans.  There are very few studies which examine the reasons behind this poor 
rate of return of stool samples in ethnic minorities.  Further examination of the cultural attitudes to 
stool testing may lead to greater engagement with testing.  This, in turn, could lead to an increase in 
equity with regard to rates of pathologies such as bowel cancer and H.pylori infection, among different 
ethnic groups in NZ. 
 
This study is funded by the Health Research Council and would be appropriate for ongoing involvement 
for a student interested in continuing to Masters or BmedSci in 2019. 
 
STUDENT’S ROLE: 
The successful applicant would have responsibility for qualitative data collection and analysis.  They will 
work under direct support of the study research assistant, Abby Dunlop, and under the direct 
supervision of Dr Inns. 
 

STUDENT PREREQUISITES (e.g. Medical Student) if applicable: 
Medical student or other student interested and experienced in clinical research. 
 
EXPOSURE TO SCIENTIFIC METHOD 

 Patient recruitment 

 Qualitative data collection 

 Interviewing skills 

 Data transcription 
 Qualitative data analysis 

 

mailto:stephen.inns@otago.ac.nz

