
Empowering local communities in Aotearoa/New 
Zealand: implementing the guidelines 

Cheryl Davies 
Tū Kotahi Māori Asthma Trust Research Group 

 He Kainga Oranga/Housing and Health Research Programme 
 

Philippa Howden-Chapman 
Professor, Co-Director 

He Kainga Oranga/Housing and Health Research Programme 
New Zealand Centre for Sustainable Cities 

University of Otago, Wellington 
www.healthyhousing.org.nz, 

 www.sustainablecities.org.nz, www.resilienturbanfutures..org.nz 
 
 

http://www.healthyhousing.org.nz/
http://www.sustainablecities.org.nz/
http://www.resilienturbanfutures..org.nz/
http://www.resilienturbanfutures..org.nz/
http://www.resilienturbanfutures..org.nz/


• Complex urban 
systems have 
emergent  properties 

• Scale & time-frame 
important 

• Land-use, housing and 
transport and energy 
need to be planned 
together 

• Interactions between 
multiple parties & 
outcomes 

• Rydin Y., Bleahu A, Davies M, Dávila JD, Friel S, di Grandis G, Groce N, Hallal P, 
Hamilton I, Howden-Chapman P,  et al. Shaping cities for health: the complexity of  
planning urban environments in the 21st century, The Lancet, 2012, 379, 9831, 
2079-2108. 

• Gatzweiler FW, Zhu, Yong-Guan et al. Advancing Health & Wellbeing in the 
Changing Urban Environment: Implementing a systems approach. China, Springer, 
2016. 



• Wellbeing framework takes systems view 

• Robust policy generates multiple co-benefits 

• Strong interactions among housing, culture, 
land-use, transport & energy 

• Need to evaluate & implementation of  

    of policy innovations & experiments 

• Co-benefits important for benefit-           -cost 
cost analyses 

Wellbeing and SDGs 



Outline 
• Housing problems interconnected & 

require systems approach 

• Fuel poverty/energy insecurity affects 

    quarter of households in NZ 

• Wellbeing framework enables broad 

outcome measures 

• Housing, energy efficiency 

programmes & community renewal 

important part of social & urban            

infrastructure 



Programme 

BRANZ House condition survey 



• Housing is a human right (UDHR) 

• Merit good – under-provided by market 

• Government’s critical role in provision 

• Framing is a critical role of government: 

– public housing as part of housing supply 

– deserving or undeserving poor? 

– high-quality homes or slums? 

– compassionate vs punitive? 

– ‘We Call it Home’ or temporary? 

 

Values underpinning public housing 





WCC/leased HNZ Te Mara Housing NZ Te Maru o Tawatawa 



Aotearoa/New Zealand 
• Māori 15% population (4.8m) 

• Treaty of Waitangi (1840) marks relationship 
between Māori tribes & Crown which has 
ongoing responsibilities 

• Māori moved to cities after WWII 

• ‘Pepper-potted’ in state-provided public housing 
throughout suburbs 

• Accelerated loss of ‘te reo’/language 

• Urban marae (pan-tribal) built as ceremonial and 
social meeting places in the cities 

• Growth in ‘papakāinga’/villages around marae 



Indigenous urban design 

• Appropriateness of 
Māori models of pā 
& kāinga to social 
organisation & 
urban limits 

• Plans for intensified 
suburbs with food 
production 
incorporated 



He Tipu Manahau (a resilient plant) 

• Long-standing research relationships between 
community & researchers 

• Using community’s  & researchers’ strengths to 
create a low-carbon model community:  

– Building affordable, high quality co-housing 

– Integrated renewable energy projects - solar PV & 
distributed energy  

– Reduce fuel poverty  

– Generate educational & employment opportunities 

– Showcase suburban regeneration 



Importance of power relationships 
• Different parties to project control different aspects 

of land building & community formation 
– Wainuiomata Marae Trust with Land Committee 
– Māori Land Court, rules on communal land 
– Hutt City Council returned extra land parcels 
– Te Puni Kōkiri 
– Housing NZ- land development, building, landlord 
– Multi-disciplinary research team – community, 

engineers, building sector, public health, urban 
planners & multiple outputs – film, reports, 
articles.    

– Electricity sector’s involvement with solar panels 
• Cultural views valued & acknowledged in design 

 
 
 



 http://www.radionz.co.nz/news/te-manu-korihi/276012/architect-suggests-maori-housing-alternatives 

Progress in Wainuiōmata 
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Planning of medium-density housing 
around marae 





Summary 
• Cultural, geographical & institutional proximity 

in Wainuiomata makes transactions between 
different sectors easier 

• Planning of both public & private space 

• Case study on marae reserve land can 
demonstrate benefits of systems approach in NZ 
medium-density houses around marae & 
kohanga reo  

• Coordinating funding from central & local 
government, Housing NZ, energy companies 
increases resilience & energy efficiency of solar-
powered compact development 


